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THE 



T A T L E R. 



N^85. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1709, 



From my own Apartment, October 24. 

JM y brotl^r Tranquillus, who is a man of busi-^ 
ness, came \o me this morning into my study, and 
after very many civil expressions in return for what 
good offices I had done him, told me, **he desired 
to carry his wife, my sister, that very morning, to 
his own house/* I readily told him, " I would 
wait upon him," without asking why he was so im- 
patient to rob us of his good company. He went 
out of my chamber, and 1 thought seemed to have 
a little heaviness upon him, which gave me some 
disquiet. Soon after my sister carae to me, with a 
very matron-like air, and most sedate satisfaction in 
her looks, which spoke her veiy much at ease ; but 
the traces of her countenance seemed to discover 
that she had been lately in a passion, and that air of 
content to flow from a certain triumph upon some 
advantage obtained. She no sooner sat down by 
me, but I perceived she was one of those ladies wha 
begin to be managers within the time of thnr being 
brides. — Without letting her speak, which I saw 
llie had a mighty inclination to do, I said^ *' Her« 
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has been your husband, who tells me he has a 
mind to go home this very morning, and I have 
consented to it." — *' It is well/' said she, *' for you 

nnist know " " Nay, Jenny," said I^ " I beg 

your pardon, for it is you must know**— You arc to 
undrrstard, that now is the time to ^x or alienate 
your husband's heart for ever 5 and I fear you have 
been a little indiscreet in your expressions or be- 
haviour towards him, even here in my house." 
" There has," says she, ** been some words : but I 
will be judged by you if he was not in the wrong: 
nay, 1 need not be judged by any body, for he gave 
it up himself, and said not a word when he saw me 




you, that you are perfectly in the wrong of it; for 
if it was a matter of importance, I know he has 
better sense than you j if a trifle you know what I 
told you on your wedding-day, that you were to be 
above little provocations." She knows very well I 
can be sour upon occasion, therefore gave me leave 



to go on. 



*• Sister," said I, ^' I will not enter into the dis- 
pute between you, which I find his prudence put an 
end to before it came to extremity ; but charge you 
to have a care of the first quarrel, as you tender 
your hap])iness ; for then it is that the mind will re- ' 
fleet harshly upon every circumstance that has ever 
passed between you. If such an accident is ever to 
huppen, which I hope never will, be sure to keep 
to the circumstance before you ; make no allusions 
to what is passed, or conclusions referring to what is 
to come : do not show an hoard of matter for dis- 
sension in your breast ; but if it is necessary, lay be- 
fore him the thing as you understand it, candidly, 
without being ashamed of acknowledging an error. 
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or proud of being in the right. If a young couple 
be not careful in this pcjint, they will get into an 
habit of wrangling : and when to displease is 
thought of no consequence, to please is always of 
as little moment. There is a play, Jenny, I have 
formerly been at when I was a student : we got 
into a dark corner with a porringer of brandy, and 
threw raisins into it, then set it on fire. My cham- 
ber-fellow and I diverted ourselves with the sport of 
venturing our fingers for the raisins j and thr. wnn- 
tonness of the thing was, to see each otlier IfKik like 
a daemon, as we burnt ourselves, and snatched out 
the fruit. This fantastical mirth was called Snap- 
Dragon. You may go into many a family, where 
you see the man and wife at this sport : c\cry word 
at their table alludes to some passage between tliem- 
selves ; and you see by the paleness ar.d emotion in 
their countenances, that it is for your sake, and not 
their own, that they forbear playing out the whole 
game in burning each other's fingers. In this case, 
ihe whole purpose of life is invencd, and ilic ambi- 
tion turns upon a certain contention, who shall 
contradict best, and not upon an inciiDation to excel 
in kindness and good offices Therefore, dear 
Jenny, remember me, and avoid Srap-Diagon." 

" I thank you, brother," said she, ** but you do 
not know how he loves me ; I find I can do any 
thing with him.** — ** If you can so, why should you 
desire to do any thing but please him ? but I have 
a word or two more before you go out of tlie room ; 
for I see you do not like the subject I am upon : let 
nothing provoke you to fall upon an imperfection he 
cannot help ; for, if he has a resenting spirit, he 
will think your aversion as immoveable as the im- 
perfection with which you upbraid him. But, 
above all, dear Jenny, be careful of one thing, and 
you will be something more than >\'omaL\iL *, \i\^\.'\s> 

M 2 
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a levity you arc almost all guilty of, which is, to 
take a pleasure in your power to :give pain. It is 
even in a mistress an argument of meanness of spi- 
rit, but in a uife it is injustice and ingratitude. 
When a sensible man once observes this in a woman, 
he must have a very great, or very little spirit, lo 
overlook it. A woman ought, therefore, to consi- 
der very often, how few men there are who will 
regard a meditated offence as a weakness of fern- 
per. 

I was going on in my confabulation, when Tran- 
quil lus entered. She cast all her eyes upon him 
with much shame and confusion, mixed with great 
complacency and love, and went up to liim. He 
took her in his arms, and looked so many soft things 
at one glance, that I could see he was glad I had 
been talking to her, sorry she had been troubled, 
and angiy at himself that he could not disguise the 
concern lie was in an hour before. After which he 
says to me, wi'h an air auk ward enough, but mc- 
thought not unbecoming, ** Ihave altered my mind, 
brother ; we will live upon you a day or two 
longer.'* I replied, *' That is what I have been per- 
suading Jenny to ask of you, but she is resolved 
never lo contradict your inclination, and refused 



me. 



We were going on in that way which one hardly 
knows how to express ; as when t\\T3 people mean 
the same thing in a nice case, but come at it by 
talking as distantly from it as they can j when very 
opportunely came in upon us an honest inconside- 
rable fellow, Tim Dapper, a gentleman well known 
to us both. Tim is one of those ^ ho are veiy neces- 
sary, by being very inconsiderable. Tim dropped 
in at an incident, when we knew not how to fall 
into either a grave or a merry way. My sister took 
tiiis occasion to make off, and Dapper gave us ao 
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account of all the company he had been in (o-day, 
who was, and who was not at home, where he vi- 
sited. This Tim is the head of a species : he is a 
little out of his element in this town ; but he is a 
relation of Tranquillus, and his neighbour in the 
country, which is the true place of residence for 
this species. The habit of a Dapper, when he is at 
home, is a light broad cloth, with calamanco or red 
waistcoat and breeches j and it is remarkable, t-liat 
their wigs seldom hide the collar of their coats. 
They have always a peculiar spring in their arms, a 
wriggle in their bodies, and a trip in their gait. AH 
which motions they express at once in their drinking, 
bowing, or saluting ladies ; for a distant imitation 
of a forward fop, and a resolution to overtop him in 
his way, are the distinguishing marks of a Dapper. 
These under-characters of men, are parts of the so- 
ciable world by no means to be neglected : they are 
like pegs in a building ; they make no figure in it, 
but hold the structure together, and are as abso- 
lutely necessary as the pillars and columns. I am 
sure we found it so this morning ; for Tranquillus 
and I should, perhaps, have looked cold at each 
other the whole day, but Dapper fell in with his 
brisk way, shook us both by the hand, rallied the 
bride, mistook the acceptance he met with amongst 
us for extraordinary perfection in himself, and hear- 
tily pleased, and was pleased, all the while he 
stayed. His company left us all in good humour, 
and we were not such fools as to let it sink, before 
we confirmed it by great chearfulness and openness 
in our carriage the whole evening. 

IVliitcs Chocolate house, October 24. 

I have been this evening to visit a lady who is a 
relation of the enamoured Cynthio, and there heard 
the melancholy news of his death. I was in hopes, 

B 3 
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that fox-hunting and October would have recoyercd 
him from his unhappy passion. He went into the 
country with a design to leave behind him all 
thoughts of Clarissa; but he found that place only 
raore convenient to think of her without interrup- 
tion. The country gentlemen were very much 
puzzled upoB his case, and never finding him merry 
or loud in their company, took him for a Roman 
Catholic, and immediately upon his death sei^d his 
French valet-de-chambre for a priest 5 and it is ge- 
nerally thought in the country, it will go hard with 
him next session. Poor Cynthio never held up his 
head after having received a letter of Clarissa*8 mar- 
riage. The lady who gave me this account, being 
far gone in poetry and romance, told me, •* if I 
would give her an epitaph, she would take care to 
have it placed on his tomb ; which she herself had 
devised in the following manner. It is to be made 
of black marble, and every corner to be crowned 
with weeping Cupids. Their quivers are to be 
hung up upon two tall cypress-trees, which are to 
grow on each side on the monument, and their arrows 
to be laid in a great heap, after the manner of a 
funeral pile, on which is to lie the body of the de- 
ceased. On the top of each cypress is to stand the 
figure of a moaning turtle-dove. On the uppermost 
part of the monument, the Goddess, to whom these 
birds are sacred, is to sit in a dejected |)08ture, as 
weeping for the death of her votary." I need not 
tell you this lady's head is a little turned : how- 
ever, to be rid of importunities, I promised her an 
epitaph, and told her I would take for my pattern 
that of Don Alonzo, who was no less famous in 
Lis age than Cynthio is in ours. 

The Epitaph. 

Here lies Don Alonzo, 

Slain by a wound received under 
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his left pap ; 

the orifice of which was so 

small^ no surgeon could 

discover it. 

Reader ; 

If thou wouldst avoid so strange 

a deaths 

look not upon Lucinda's eyes. 



^86. THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27, 170&. 



Trom my own Apartment, Octoler 25, 

/"hen I came home last nighty my servant deli- 
;red me the following letter : 



€€ 
€( 



Sir, Octoler 2^. 

I have orders from Sir Harry Quickset, of 
:afFordshire, baronet, to acquaint you, that his 
3nour Sir Harry himself. Sir Giles Wheelbarrow, 
night, Thomas Rentfree, esquire, justice of the 
lorura, Andrew Windmill, esquire, and Mr. Ni- 
lolas Doubt, of the Inner Temple, Sir Harry's 
randson, will wait upon you at the hour of nine 
►-morrow morning, being Tuesday the twenty- 
fth of October, upon business which Sir Harry will 
apart to you by word of mouth. I thought it pro- 
er to acquaint you before-hand so many persons 
f quality came, that you might not be surprized 
lerewith. Which concludes, though by many 
ears absence since I saw you at Staftbrd, unknown, 
ir, your most humble servant. 



8 TATLEU, JT 86. 

I received this message with less surprize than I 
believe Mr. Thrifty imagined ; for I knew the good 
company too well to feel any palpitations at their 
approach : but I was in very great concern how I 
should adjust the ceremonial, and demean myself 
to all these great men, who perhaps had not seen 
any thing al>ove themselves for these twenty years 
last past. I am sure that is the ca«ic of Sir Harry. 
Besides which, I was sensible that there was a great 
point in adjusting my behaviour to the simple 
squire, so as to give him satisfaction, and not dis- 
oblige the justice of the quorum. 

The hour of nine was come this morning, and I 
had no sooner set chairs, by the steward's letter, 
and fixed my tea-equipage, but I heard a knock at 
my door, which was opened, but no one entered ; 
after which followed a long silence, which was 
broke at last by, ** Sir, I beg your pardon ; I think 
I know better :'* and another voice, "nay, good 
Sir Giles—*' I looked out from my window, and 
saw the good company all with their hats off, and 
arms spread, oftisring the door to each other. After 
many offers, they entered with much solemnity, in 
the order Mr. Thrifty was so kind as to name them 
to me. But they are now got to my chamber- do<.r, 
and I saw my old friend Sir Harry enter. I met 
him with all the respect due to so reverend a vtge- 
table ; for, you are to know, that is my sense of a 
person who remains idle in the same place for half 
a century. I got him with great success into his 
chair by the fire, without throwing down any of 
my cups. The knight-bachdor told me, " he had a 
great respect for my whole faroilv, and would, with 
my leave, place himself next to Sir Harry, at whose 
riglit hand he had sat at ever)' quarter sessions these 
thirty years, unless he was sick." The steward in 
tlie rear whispered the young Templar, •* That is 
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true to my knowledge." I had the misfortune, as 
they stood cheek by jole, to desire the squire to sit 
down before the justice of the quorum, to the no 
small satisfaction of the former, and resentment of 
tlie latter. But I saw my error too late, and got 
them as soon as I could into their seats. *' Well,'* 
said J, '' gentlemen, after I have told you how glad 
I am of this great honour, I am to desire you to 
drink a dish of tea." They answered one and all. 
*' that they never drank tea in a morning ! " — " Not 
in a morning !'* said I, staring round me. Upon 
which the pert jackanapes, Nic Doubt, tipped me 
the wink, and put out his tongue at his grandfather. 
Here followed a profound silence, when the steward 
in his boots and whip proposed, ** that we should 
adjourn to some public house, where every body 
might call for what they pleased, and enter upon 
the business.'* We all stood up in an instant, and 
Sir Harry filed off from the left, very discreetly, 
countermarching behind the chairs tov^'ards the door. 
After him. Sir Giles in the same manner. The 
simple squire made a sudden start to follow j but 
the justice of the quorum whipped between upon 
the stand of the stairs. A maid, going up with 
coals, made us halt, and put us into such confusion, 
that we stood all in a heap, without any visible pos* 
sibility of recovering our order ; for the young jack- 
anapes seemed to make a jest of this matter, and 
had so contrived, by pressing amongst us, under 
^|)retence of making way, that his grandfather was 
got into the middle, and he knew nobody was of 
quality to stir a step, until Sir Harry moved first. 
We were fixed in this perplexity for some time, 
until we heard a very loud noise in the street ; and 
Sir Harry asking what it was, I, to make them 
move, said, *' it was fire." Upon this, all mn 
down as fast as they could^ without order or ce\*c«* 
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mony, until wc got into the street, where we drew 
up in very good order, and filed off down Sheer- 
lane ; die impertinent Templar driving us before 
him, as in a string, and pointing to his acquaintance 
who passed by. 

I must conFcss, I love to use people according to 
thi ir own sense of good breeding, and therdforc 
whipped in between the justice and the simple 
squire* He could not properly take this ill ; but I 
overheard him whisper the steward, ** tliat he 
thought it hard, tliat a common conjurer should 
take place of him, though an elder squire." In 
this order we marched down Sht?cr-Ianc, at the 
upper end of which I lodge. When we caroe to 
Temple-bar, Sir Harry and Su: Giles got over j but 
a run of the coaches kept the rest of us on this side 
of tlie street ; however, we all at last landed, and 
drew up in very good order before Ben Tooke's * 
shop, who favoured our rallying with great huma- 
nity j from whence we proceeded again, until we 
came to Dick's coffee-house t» where I designed to 
carry them. Here we were at our old diliiculty, 
and took up the street upon the same ceremony. 
Wc proceeded through the entry, and were so ne- 
cessarily kcj)t in order by the situation, that we were 
now got into the coffee-house itself, \\ here, as soon 
as we arrived, wc repeated our civilities to each 
other J after which, we marched up to the high 
table, which has an ascent to it inclosed in th<t 
middle of the room. The whole house was alarmed 
a I this entry, made up of persons of so much state 
and rusticity. Sir Harry called for a mug of ale, 
and D)er*s Letter. The hoy brought the ale in an 
instant^ but said, '* they did not take in the Lctlci." 

* The celebrated bookseller, in Fleet-stieeU 
•f Which still goes by Uial name. 
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" No !'• says Sir Harry, " then take back your 
mug ; we are Jike indeed to have good liquor at this 
bouse !" Here the Templar tipped me a second 
wiuk, and, if I had not looked very grave upon 
bim, I found be was disposed to be very familiar 
witb me. In short, I observed after a long pause, 
that the gentlemen did not care to enter upon busi- 
ness untS after their morning-draught, for which 
reason I called for a bottle of mum ; and, finding 
that ba3 no eftect upon them, I ordered a second, 
and a third, after which Sir Harry reached over to 
me, and told me in a low voice, ** that the place 
was too public for business ; but he would call upon 
me again to-morrow morning at my own lodgings, 
and bring some more friends with him." 

m.lts Coffee-house, October 26, 

Though this place is frequented by a more mixed 
company than it u«cd to be formerly j yet you meet 
very often some whom one cannot leave without 
being the better for their conversation. A gentle- 
man this evening, in a dictating manner, talked, I 
thought, very pleasingly in praise of modesty, in 
the midst of ten or twelve libertines, upon whom it 
seemed to have had a good effect. He represented 
it as the certain indication of a great and noble 
spirit. " Modesty," said he, " is the virtue which 
makes men prefer the public to their private in- 
terest, the guide of every honest undertaking, and 
the great guardian of innocence. It makes men 
amiable to their friends, and respected by their very 
• enemies. In all places, and on all occasions, it at- 
tracts benevolence, and demands approbation." 

One might give instances, out of antiquity, of 
the irresistible force of this quality in great minds; 
Cicereius, and Cneius Scipio, the son of the great 
Africanus^ were competitors for the office of 
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praetor. Tlie crowd followed Cicereius, and left 
Scipio unattended. Cicereius saw this with much 
concern 3 and desiring an audience of the people, 
he descended from the place where the candidates 
were to sit, in the eye of the multitude ', pleaded 
ihr his adversary 5 and, with an ingenuous mo- 
desty, which it is impossible to feign, represented 
to them, " how much it was to their dishonour, 
that a virtuous son of Africanus should not be pre- 
ferred to him, or any other man whatsoever." This 
immediately gained the election for Scipio ; but all 
the compliments and congratulations upon it were 
made to Cicereius. It is easier in this case to saj 
who had the otTice, than the honour. There is do 
occurrence in life where this quality is not more or- 
ni'n:cntal than any other. After the battle of Phar- 
balia, Pumpey marching towards I^rissus, the whole 
people of that place came cut in procession to do 
him honour. He thanked the magistrates for their 
respect to him 3 but desired them ** to perform these 
ceremonies to the conqueror." This gallant sub- 
mission to his fortune, and disdain of making any 
appearance hut like Pompey, was owing to his mo- 
de^jiy, which would not: permit him to be so disin- 
jTcniious, as to give himself the air of prosperity, 
V. hen he was in the contrar}' condition. 

This I sny of modesty, as it is the virtue which 
preserves a decorum in the general course of our 
life ; but, considering it also as it regards our mere 
bodies, it is the certain character of a great mind. 
Jt is memorable of the mighty Caesar, that wlun he 
was murdered in the capitol, at the very moment in 
V. 1/ieh he expired he gathered his robe about him, 
that ho nii^ht fall in a decent posture. In this 
mnimcr, says my author, he went off, not like a 
mnii that Jejiarted cut of life, but a deity that re« 
tiiiii<:(i to his abccle. 
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IFilVs Coffee-house. Ocioher 28. 

There is nothing wliich I contemplate with greater 
pleasure than the dignity of human nature, which 
often shews itself in all conditions of life. For, not- 
-withstanding the degeneracy and meanness that is 
crept into it, there are a thousand occasions in which 
it breaks through its original corruption, and shews 
what it once was, and what it will be hereafter. I 
consider the soul of man as the ruin of a glorious 
pile of buildings j where, amidst great heaps of rub- 
bish, you meet with noble fragments of sculpture, 
broken pillars and obelisks, and a magnificence in 
confusion. Virtue and wisdom are continually em- 
ployed in clearing the ruins, removing these disor- 
derly heaps, recovering the noble pieces tliat lie bu- 
ried under them, and adjusting them as well as 
possible according to their ancient symmetry and 
beauty. A happy education, conversation wiih ihe 
finest spirits, looking abroad into the works of na- 
ture, and observations upon mankind, are the great 
assistances to this necessary and glorious work. But 
«ven among those who have never had the happiness 
of any of these advantages, there are sometimes such 
exertions of the greatness that is natural to the mind 
of man, as shew capacities and abilities, which only 
want these accidental helps to fetch them out, and 
shew them in a proper light. A plebeian soul is still 
tiie ruin of this glorious edifice, though incumbered 
with all its rubbish. This reflection rose in me from 
akttcr which my servant dropped as hf, wa§ dressing 
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mc, niul which he told me was commnnlcated to 
hull, as he is an acquaintance of some of the persons 
niciitionod in it. Tlie epistle is from one serieaot 
3 lall o( the foot-gnards. It is directed, " Toserjeant 
Ci\\ti\ in the Coldstream regiment of foot- guards 
;u the Red-let lice, in the Batcher-row^ near 
UVinple-bar." 

J \\ as so pleased with several touches in it, that I 
<oiiKi i;oi i'orhear shewing it to a cluster of critics, 
who, instead of considering it in the light I have 
done, eJianiined it by the rules of epislolanr writing. 
For as these gentlemen are seldom men of any great 
genius, they work altogether by mechanical rules, 
and are able to discover no bciiuties that are not 
pointed out by Bouhours and Kapin. The letter is 
as i'ollows : 

<< Prom ibe camp befort Mont, Sept. aS. 
'' (\)mrade, 
•* I received yours, and am glad yourself and yonr 
\\ ifV are in good health, with all the rest ot mj 
Irionus. l)ur battalion suffered more than I could 
V i^li in the action. IJut who can withstand fate? 
l\)or Richard Stevenson had his fate with a great 
n»ar,y nu^re. He was killcil dead before we entered 
tiuMniuhes. Wo had above two hundred of our 
baif.ilion killed and wounded. We lost ten Serjeants, 
^ix are as followcth : Jennings, Castles, Uoach, 
Slicrring, Me) rick, and my son Smitli. The re^ 
are not your acijuainiance. 1 have received a very 
bad shot in my head myself, but am in hopes, and 
please Ciod, 1 shall recover. I continue in llie field, 
a!\d lie at my colond's quaiters. Arthur is very well ; 
I'.nt I can r'lve von no account of Kims : he was in 
the hospital before I came into the field. 1 will not 
urctenil to give you an account of the battle, know- 
ing you have a better in the prints. Pray, give ntj 
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•ervice to Mrs. Cook and her daughter, to Mr. 
Stoffet and his wife, and to Mr. Lyver, and Thomas 
Hogsdon, and to Mr. Ragdell, and to all my friends 
and acqiiaintance in general who do ask after nle. 
My love to Mrs. Stevenson. I am sorry for the 
sending such ill news. Her husband was gatliering 
a little money together to send to his wife, and put 
it into my hands. I have seven shillings and three- 
pence, which I shall take care to sead her. Wishing 
your wife a safe delivery, and both of you all hap- 
pinessy rest 

*' Your assured friend, and comrade, 

** John Hall. 

•* We had but an indifferent breakfast ; but the 
Mounseers never had such a dinner in all their livesi^ 

*' My kind love to my comrade Hinton, and Mrs. 
Morgan, and to John Brown and his wife. I sent 
two shillings, and Stevenson six-pence, to drink 
with you at Mr. Cook's ; but I have heard nothing' 
from him. It was by Mr. Edgar. 

** Corporal Hartwell desires to be remembered to 
you, and desires you to enquire of Edgar, what is 
become of his wife Pegg; and when you write, to 
lend word in your letter what trade she drives. 

" We have here very bad weather, which I doubt 
will be an hindrance to the siege ; bat I am in hopes 
we shall be masters of the town in a little time, and 
then, I believe, we shall go to garrison." 

I saw the critics prepared to nibble at my letter ; 
therefore examined it myself, partly in their way, 
and partly my own. This is, said I, truly a letter, 
and an honest representation of that chearful heart 
which accompanies the poor soldier in bis warfarc. 
Is not there in this all the topic of submitting to our 
destiny as well discussed as if a greater man had been 
placed, like Brutus^ in his tent at midnight, retlcci'- 
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ingon all thr occurrences ofpastlifey and saying fi 
ihiiigM on iicing itself? What Serjeant Haill kno 
of tlie matter is, that he wishes there had not b( 
NO many killed ; and he had himself a very bad si 
in the head, and .should recover if it pleasc^l G* 
liwt, be that as it will, he takes care, like a man 
iionour, as he certainly is, to let the widow Stcv< 
hou know, that he had seven and three- pence for h 
and that, if lie lives, he is sure he shall go into g 
risen at last. T doubt not but all the good com|K 
at the iled-h'tt ice drank his health witn as much i 
rsteem as we do of any of our friends. All that I 
concerned for is, that Mrs. Peggy liartwell may 
ott'fnded at shewing this letter, because hcrcond 
in Mr. IlartweH's absence is a little inquired ii 
But 1 could not sink that circumstance, because ^ 
critics would have lost one of the parts which I do 
not but you have much to say upon, whether the 
miliar way is well hit in this style or not ? As for r 
K( If, J tnke a very particular satisfaction in seeing j 
letter that is tit only tor those to read who arc o 
ccMiied in it, but cj'i)ecially on sueh a subject. 

If we consider the ]u*aj) of an army, utterly on 
all prospect of rising and nrcfennent, as they cert;] 
ly are, and such great things cxe(HUed by tlieni 
is hard to account for the motive of their gallani 
But to mc, who was a cadet at the battle of Cc 
stream in Scotland, when Monk charged at theh( 
of tlic regiment, now called Coldstream, from 
victory of lliat day ; I remember it as well as ii 
were ycst(Tday, I stood on the left of old West, m 
J believe is now at Chelsea j 1 say, to me, who kn 
very well this part of mankind, I take the gallan 
of private soldiers to proceed from the same, if i 
from a nol)lcr impulse than that of gentlemen i 
othcers. They have the same taste of being aceep 
ble to th(Y iricnds^ and go through tlic diiiicull 
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of* that profession by the snmc irrcsisllMr chann <A' 
IrUowship, and \hv. conimuuic;ili«u) of joys aiul sor- 
r^w», wnich quickens the relish of pleasure, jind 
»li:ite» the angnish of jKiin. AtM to tliis, that ihry 
hwc llw* saoK^ rtigard to fanic, tlionj^h they do not ex- 
F-vt so great a share as men alK»\e theni hope for ; 
t^at I will engage serjc^ant Hall would die t'^j> thou- 
Mnd deaths, ralhtn* than a won! slnmld l>e spoken at 
ihi: Red-lettit*f*, or any piirt ol' the Huteher-row, in 
prrjudi<v to his (T)urage or honesty. If you will have 
it>V f)pinion then of the sevjeant's letter, I pronouiwa 
tiKr style to be mi\ed, but truly epistolary ; the senti- 
Tn<'.nt relating to his own wound is in the sublime j 
the [V)stscript of IVgj; Hart well, in the gay -, and tlw^ 
%bole the picture of the bravest S4)rt of men, that is 
t>say, a man of great courage and small hopes. 

From my otrn Apartmcjit^ Odofur 28. 

When I came home this evening, I found, after 
many .ittcmpts to vary my thoughts, that my head 
fckill ran upon the s\ihjeet of the discourse to night at 
WilKs, I fell, therefore, into the amusement of 
projxjTtioning the glory of a battle among the whole 
amiy, and dividing it into shares, according to the 
method of the million lottery, lu this bank of fame, 
Ly an exact calculation, and the rules of political 
xirithnnetic, I have allotted ten hundred thousand 
fhares j live hundred thousand of which is tins due 
of the general, two hundred thousiuid I assign to th(; 
petvral officers, and two hundred thousiuid more to 
all the commissioned ollScrrs, from colonels to en- 
f ip;ns J the remaining hundred thousand must be di- 
stributed among the non-commissioned oHiccrs, and 
private men : according to whic^i computation, I 
(iuvl Serjeant Hall is to have one. share and a fraction 
tit" two lifths. When 1 was a boy at Oxford, tiierc 
v«!H among the antiquities near tlic theatre a great 

c 1 
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Stone, on which were engraven the names o 
who fell in tlie battle of Marathon. The gtm 
and knowing people of Athens understood the i 
of the desire of glory, and would not let the m« 
soldier perish in oblivion. Were the natural im| 
of the British nation animated with such monumi 
what man would be so mean, as not to hazard 
life for his ten hundred thousandth part of the ho 
in such a day as that of Blenheim or Blar^nies 
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Unite's Chocolate-house, Octal er ^u 

I HAVE lately received a letter from a friend ii 
country, wherein he acquaints me, '* that tv 
three men of the town are got among them, and 
brought down particular words and phrases, i; 
were never before in those parts." He raenti( 
particular the words Gunner and Gunster, w 
my correspondent observes, they make use of, 
any thing has been related that is strange anc 
prizing; and, therefore, desires I would c> 
those terms, as I have many others, for the i 
mation of such as live at a distance from this 
and court, V'hich he calls the great mints o 
guage. His letter his dated from York^ and, 
tells me truth, a word in its ordinary circulatior 
not reach that city within the space of fiveyt^ars 
it is first stamped. I cannot say how long 
words have been current in town, but I shal! 
take care to send them down by the next 
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I must in the first place observe, that tlie words 
Gunner and Gunster are not to be used promiscu- 
ously^ for a Gunner, properly speaking, is not a 
Gunster^ nor is a Gunster, vice versa, a Gunner » 
Tbcy both, indeed, are derived from the word gun, 
and so far they agree. But as a gun is remarkable 
for its destroying at a distance, or for the report it 
makes, which is apt to startle all its hearers, those 
who recount strange accidents and circumstances, 
which have no manner of foundation in truth, when 
they design to do mischief are comprehended under 
the appellation of Gunners ; but when they endea- 
Tour only to surprise and entertain, they are distin- 
guished by the name of Gunsfers* Gunners, there- 
fore, are the pest of society, but the Gunsters often 
the diversion. The Gunner is destructive, and hated; 
the Gunster innocent, and laughed at. The first is 
prejudicial to others, the other only to himself. 

This being premised, I must, in the next place, 
subdivide the Gunner into several branches : all, or 
the chief of which are, I think, as follows : 

First, the Bombardier. 

Secondly, the Miner. 

Thirdly, the Squib. 

Fourthly, the Serpent. 
And, First, of the first. The Bombardier tosses 
Kit bails sometimes into the midst of a city, with a 
design to fill all around him with terror and com*- 
bastion. He has been sometimes known to drop a 
bomb in a senate-house, and to scatter a panic over 
a natic^. But his chief aim is at several eminent 
stations, which he looks upon as the fairest marks, 
and uses all his skill to do execution upon those who 
possess them. Every man so situated, let his merit 
be never so great, is sure to undergo a bombardment. 
It is further observed, that the only way to be out 
of danger from the bursting of a bomb, is to lie pros- 
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trnte on the ground ; a posture too abject for gener- 
roiis spirits. 

Secx)ndlv, The Miner. 

As ibe bombardier levels his mischief at nations 
nnd cities, the Miner busies himself in ruining and 
overtiirnitig private houses and particular persons. 
He often acts as a spy, in discovering the secret 
avenues and unguarded accesses of families, where, 
after he has made his proper discoveries and dispo- 
sitions, he sets sudden fire to his train, that blows 
up families, scatters friends, separates lovers, dis- 
perses kiudred, and shakes a whole neighbourhood. 

It is to be noted, that se\'eral females are great 
proficients in this way of engineering. The marks 
by which they are to be kno\vn are, a wonderful 
solicitude tor the reputation of their friends, and a 
inore than ordinar)' concern for the good of their 
neighbours. There is also in them something so very 
like religion, as may deceive the vulgar; but if you 
loi)k upon it more nearly, you see on it such a cast 
of rensorior.snrss, as discovers it to be nothing but 
Jiypr.crisy. Cleomilla is a great instance of a female 
Miner : but, as my design is to expose only the in- 
corrigible, let her be silent for the future, and I shall 
be so too. 

Thirdly, Tlie Squih. 

The Squibs arc t'.^ose, who in the common phrase 
of the word are called hbellers, lampooners, and 
j^amphleteers. Their fire-works are made up in pa- 
per ; and it is observed, that they mix abundance 
of charcoal in their powder, that they may be siu-e 
to blacken where they cannot singe. These are ob- 
ser\'ed to give a consternation and disturbance onlj 
to weak minds; which, according to the pro>erlS^ 
ai:c always ** more afraid than hiurt.** 
i^ourthly. Serpents, 
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The Serpents are a pretty kind of Gnnners, more 
|)ernicioii& than any of the rest. They make use of 
a. sort of white powder, that goes off witliout any 
Tiolent crack, but gives, a gentle sound, much like 
that of a wiiisper; and is more destructive in all parts 
4at life than any of the materials made use of by ai>y 
of the fraternity. 

Come we now to the Gunsfers. 

This race of engineers deals ai]t(^ether m wind- 
s:uns, which, by recoiling, often knock down those 
xuIm) discharge them, v^ithout hurting any body elsej 
and, according to the various compressions of the 
2ir, make such strange squeaks, cracks, pops, and 
bounces, as it is impossible to hear without laughmg* 
It is observable, however, that there is a disposition 
in a Gunster to become a Gunner', and though their 
proper instruments are onJy loaden with wind, they 
«?ttt D, out of wantomiess, fire a bomb, or spring a 
mine, out of their natural inclination to engineerings 
hy which means they do mischief when they do not 
^ign it, and have their bones broken when they de^ 
ttcit deserve it^ 

This sort of engineers are the most unaccountable 
race of men in the world. Some of them have re- 
ceived above an hundred wounds, and yet have not 
a scar in their bodies j some have debauched mul- 
titudes of women, wlio have died nwids. You may 
Ic with them from morning until night, and the 
ciext day they shall tell you a thousand adventures 
tkit happened when you were with tlicm, which 
you know nothing of. Tliey have a quality of hav- 
ing been present at every thing they hear related ;; 
and never heard a man commended, who wiis not 
ibeir intimate acquaintance, if not their kinsman. 

I lK)j)e these notes may ser^'e as a rough draaght 
f(/r a new establishment of engineers, v. hich I shall 
herealtcr hll up with proper persons, according to 
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my own observations on their condact, having' aires- 
dy iiad one rccummended to me for tlie general of 
my arlillcry. But that, and all the other posts, I 
intend to keep open, until I can iniorm myself of 
the cnndidutes having resolved in this case to depend 
no more upon their fiiciid's word, than I would up- 
on their own. 

From my own Apartmtntp October 31. 

I was this morning awakened by a sudden shake 
of the house} and as noon as I had got a little out cf 
my consternation, I felt another, which was follow-* 
<*.d by two or three repetitions of the same oonvuSsion. 
] got up as fast as possible, girt on my rapier, and 
snatched up my hat, when my landlady came up to 
me, and told me, *' that the gentlewoman of Cfae 
next house begged me to step tliithcr, for that a 
lodger she had taken in was run mad ; and she de- 
sired my advice,*' as indeed every body in the whole 
lane does upon important occasions. 1 am not, like 
Aomc artists, ftaucy because I can be beneficial, but 
went immediately. Our neighbour told us, ** she 
had the day before let her second floor to a very gen- 
teel youngish man, who told her, he kept extraor- 
dinary good hours, " and was generally at hcxne most 
part of the morning and evening at Htudy; but that 
this morning he had for an hour together made this 
extravagant noise which we then lieard." I w?nt up 
stairs with my hand upmi tlie hilt of my rapier, and 
approached this new lodger's door. I looked in at 
the key-hole, and tliere I saw a well-made man look 
with great attention on a 1x)ok, and on a sudden 
jumt) into the air so high, tliat his head almost touch ^ 
ed the cieling. He came down sate on his right 
foot, and again flew up, alighting on his left ; then 
look( d again at his book, and, holding out his right 
lcg> put it iutu such a qiuvcring motion, tiiat I thought 



, looking on his book. After this, he recovered 
elf with a sudden spring, and flew round the 
in all the violence and disorder imaginable, 
be made a full pause for want of breath. In 
Dterim my woman asked '*what I thought/' 
ispcred, " that I thought this learned person an 
isiast, who possibly had his first education in 
'eripatetic way, which was a sect of philosophers, 
always studied when walking." But, observing 
moch out of breath, I thought it the best time 
aster him if he were disordered, and knocked 
s door. I was surprized to find him open it, 
ay with great civility and good mien, *' that hfr 
i he had not disturbed us.** I believed him in 
lid interval, and desired "he would please to 
c see his book.** He did so, smiling. I could 
nake any thing of it, and, therefore, asked 
what language it was writ.*' He said, ''it was 
!ie studied with great application -, but it was 
rofession to teach it, and could not communi- 
iis knowledge without a consideration.** I an- 
*d, '* that I hoped he would hereafter keep his 
jhts to himself, for his meditation this morning 
x)st me three cofFee-dishes, and a clean pipe." 
%ined concerned at that, and told me "he was 
icing-master, and had been reading a dance or 
)cfore he went out, which had been written by 
/ho taught at an academy in France*.'* He 

l»i)inet Aibe?u, a dancing- master at Paris, it htre jastly 
ited, as Che real inventor of the art of writing dar.ces ia 
terSy termed O'cheiograpby, from two Greek wordSf 
•, a dance, and ^fafw, 1 write. The discovery w^SUdtift 
lime of iJie 6m puhlicdtioa of this p»per« 
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cbserved me at a standi and went on to infornt ci;^ 
'' that now articulate fXKstions, as well as taatHdi 
were expressed by proper characters 5 and that then 
is nothing so oommon, as to communicate a danoc 
by a letter." I besouglit him hereafter to meditate 
in a ground-room, for that otherwise it "woald be 
impossible for an artist of any other kind toliveoeor 
hitn ; and that I was sure several of his thoughts 
this morning would have shaken my spectacles ot{ 
my nose, had I been myself at study. 

I then took my leave of this virtuoso, and return- 
ed to my chamber, meditating on the various occa- 
pations of rational creatures. 
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Rwrs m'thi fUreantj rigmque in valU^us amnesf 
Flumina amem sylvai^ue inglorius 

ViRo. GeoTs. "'4^3 

** My next d«ircis, void of care antl s'rifc, 

To lead a tofr, secure, inglorious life ; 

A country cottage near a cry&ial flocxt, 

A winding valley, and a lofty wood/* Drvoeh 

Grecian Coffee-house, November a. 

I HAVE received tliis short epistle from an unknow i 
band. 

'' Sir, 
I have no more to trouble you with, than to desin 
you would in your next help me to some answer v 
tlie inclosed concerning yourself. In the mean tini« 
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by a person of so fine a taste as the author of this 
letter, who is capable of enjoying the world in the 
simplicity of its natural beauties. This pastoral let- 
ter, if I may so call it, must be wTitten by a man 
\vho carries his entertainment wherever he goes, and 
is undoubtedly one of those happy men who appear 
far otherwise to the vulgar. 1 dare say, he is not 
envied by the vicious, the vain, the frolic, and the 
loud 3 but is continually blessed with that strong and 
serious delight, which flows from a well-taught and 
liberal mind. With great respect to country sports, 
1 may say, this gentleman cotdd pass his time agree- 
ably, if there were not a hare or a fox in his county. 
That calm and elegant satisfaction which the vulgar 
call melancholy is the true and proper delight of men 
of knowledge and virtue. What we take for diver- 
sion, which is a kind of forgetting ourselves, is bul 
a mean way of entertainment, i if comparison of that 
which is considering, knowing, and enjoying our- 
selves. The pleasures of ordinary people are in theii 
passions ; but the seat of this delight is in the reason 
and understanding. Such a frame of mind raises 
that sweet enthusiasm, which warms the imagina- 
tion at the sight of every work of nature, and turn* 
all round you into picture and landscape. I shall be 
ever proud of advices from this gentleman -, for J 
profess writing news from the learned, as well %i 
the busy world. 

As for my labours, which he is pleased to inquir( 
after, if they can but wear one impertinence out oJ 
human life, destroy a single vice, or give a moniing'i 
chearfulness to an honest mind ; in short, if the work 
can be but one virtue the better, or in any degree 
less viciou*, or receive from them the smallest ad- 
dition to their innocent diversions ; I shall not thinli 
my pains, or indeed my life, to have been speni 
in vain. 
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no less than life itself. For to a rational c 
it is almost the same cruelty to attack his 
robbing him of so many moments of his tiin« 
many drops of his hiood. The author of the 
ing letter has a just delicacy in this pointy aj 
put it into a very good light : 

** Mr. BlCKERSTAFF, *' Oct 

" I am very much afflicted with the gravel 
makes me sick and peevish. I desire to know 
if it be reasonable that any of my acqus 
should take advantage over me at this tir 
efflict me with long visits, because they are i< 
I am confined. Pray, Sir, reform the town 
matter. Men never consider whether the si 
son be disposed for company, but make the; 
to humour themselves. You may talk up 
topic, so as to oblige all persons afflicted wit 
nical distempers, among which I reckon visi 
not think me a sour man, for I love conv 
and my friends j but 1 think one's most i 
friend may be too familiar, and that there a 
things as unseasonable wit, and painful mirt 

It is with some s*o hard a thing to emplc 
time, that it is a great good fortune when th 
a friend indisposed, that they may be pun^ 
perplexing him, when he is recovered enoug 
jn that state which cannot be called sick 
health 3 when he is too well to deny compai 
too ill to receive them. It is no uncommon c 
man is of any figure or power in the work 
congratulated into a relapse. 

JfTilts Coffee-house, Novemler a. 

I was very well pleased this evening, tc 
gentlemm express a very becoming indi 
against a practice, which 1 myself have be 
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luch offended at. " There is nothing," said he* 
• more ridiculous, than lor an actor to insert word* 
f bis own in the part he is to act^ so that it is ioi* 
ossible to see the poet for the player. You will 
ave Penkethman and Bullock helping out Beaumont 
nd Fletcher. It puts me in mind/' continued he, 
of a collection of antique statues which I once saw 
I a gcntleman*s passession, who employed a neigh- 
During stone-cutter to add noses, ears, arms, or 
gs, to the maimed works of Phidias or Praxiteles, 
ou may be sure, this addition disfigured the sta- 
tes much more than time had. I remember Ve* 
as, that, by the nose he had given her, looked 
ve mother Shipton ; and a Mercury, with a pair 
legs that seemed very much swelled with the 
opsy.*' 

I thought the gentleman's observations ver)- pro- 
:r, and he told me I had improved his thought, in 
entioning on this occasion those wise commen- 
tors who had filled up the heraistichs of Virgil * ; 
rticularly that notable poet, who, to make the 
Ineid more perfect, carried on the story to Lavi- 
i*s wedding. If the proper officer will not con- 
scend to take notice of these absurdities, I shalj 
rself, as a censor of the people, animadvert upoa 
:h proceedings. 

^ A gentleman of distinction in Aquitain, called by the 
Iter on w'uve authority this note is given, foannes d^ 
THfede, filled up the bemistichs, or LaU vetoes, in ilie 
leid of yirgil« 
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N^go. SATURDAY, NOVEMBERS, 1709. 



ATAt9 qu<eramus seria huh* 

HoR. I. Sat. i. t7« 



Let us now 



With graver air our serious theme pursue, 
And yet preserve our moral full in view. 

Frakcii^ 



Wilts Coffee-house, Novemler 4. 

The passion of love happened to be the suSject t 
discourse between tvi^o or three of us at the table < 
the poets this evening ; and, among other obse 
vations, it was remarked, " that the same sentiraei 
on this passion had run through all languages ar 
nations." Memmius, who has a very good tast 
fell into a little sort of dissertation on this occasio 
*' It is/* said he, " remarkable, that no passion h 
been treated, by all who have touched upon it, wi 
the same bent of design but this. The poets, tJ 
moralists, the painters, in all their descriptions, £ 
legories, and pictures, have represented it as a sc 
torment, a bitter sweet, a pleasing pain, or : 
agreeable distress; and have only expressed ti 
same thought in a different manner." 

The joining of pleasure and pain together in su 
devices, seems to me the only pointed thought 
ever read which is natural -, and it must have pr 
cecded from its being the universal sense and e 
perience of mankind, that they have all spoken 
it in the same manner. I have, in my own rca 
ing, Remarked an hundred and three epigrams^ &1 
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and ninety-one sentences^ tending to this sole 
ose. 

Is certain^ there is no other passion which does 
luce such contrary effects in so great a degree, 
this may be said for love, that if you strike it 
of the soul, life would be insipid, and our 
ng but half animated. Human nature would 
k into deadness and letliargy, if not quickened 
th some active principle ; and as for all others, 
hether ambition, envy, or avarice, which are apt 
> possess the mind in the absence of this passion, it 
lust be allowed that they have greater pains, with- 
at the compensation of such exquisite pleasures as 
hose we find in love. The great skill is to heighten 
iie satisfactions, and deaden the sorrows of it ; 
which has been the end of many of my labours, and 
shall continue to be so, for the service of the world 
in general, and in particular of the fair sex, who 
are aiwa3rs the best or the worst part of it. It is 
pity that a passion^ which has in it a capacity of 
jnaking life happy, should not be cultivated to the 
utmost advantage. Reason, prudence, and good- 
nature, rightly applied, can thoroughly accomplish 
this great end, provided they have always a real and 
constant love to work upon. But this subject I 
shall treat more at large in the history of my -married 
sister, and in the mean time shall conclude my re- 
flection on the pains and pleasures which attend this 
passion, with one of the finest allegories which I 
think I have ever read. It is invented by the divine 
Plato, and, to show the opinion he himself had of 
it, ascribed by him to his admired Socrates, whom 
he represents as discoursing with his friends, anc 
giving the history of Love in the following manner. 
'* At the birth of Beauty," says he, '' there w? 
a great feast made, and many guests invite* 
Among the rest, was the god Plenty, who was tJ 
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8 on of the goddess Prudence, and inherited maTty 
his mother's virtues. After a full entertainment^ / 
retired into the garden of Jupiter, which was hunj 
with a great variety of ambrosial fruits, and seem 
to have been a very proper retreat for such a guest 
In the mean time, an unhappy female called Po 
verty, having heard of this great feaat, repaired t< 
it, in hopes of finding relief. The first place sh( 
liglits upon was Jupiter's garden, which generally 
stands open to people of all conditions. Povertj 
enters, and by chance finds the god Plenty asleej 
in it. She was immediately fired with bis charms 
laid herself down by his side, and managed matten 
so well, tliat she conceived a child by him. Th( 
world was very much in suspense upon the occasion 
and could not imagine to themselves what would bt 
the nature of an infant that was to have its origina 
from two such parents. At the last, the child ap- 
pears ; and who should it be but Love ? This infani 
grew up, and proved in all his behaviour, what lie 
really was, a compound of opposite beings. As he 
is the son of Plenty, who was the offspring of Pru- 
dence, he is subtle, intriguing, full of stratagems 
and devices ; as the son of Poverty, he is fawning, 
begging, serenading, delighting to lie at a threshold, 
or beneath a window. By the father, he is au* 
dacious, full of h | es, conscious of merit, and 
therefore quick of resentment. By the mother, he 
is doubtful, timorous, mean-spirited, fearful of of- 
fending, and abject in submissions. In the same 
hour you may see him transported with raptures, 
talking of immortal pleasures, and appearing satis- 
fied as a god ; and immediately after, as the mortal 
mother prevails in his composition, you behold him 
pining, languishing, despairing, dying. ' 

I have been always wonderfully delighted with 
fables^ allegories, and the like inventions^ which 
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the politest and the best instructors of mankind have 
always made use of. They take off from the sc*ve- 
rity of instruction, and inforce it at the same time 
that they conceal it. The supposing Love to be 
conceived immediately after tiie birth of Beauty ; 
the parentage of Plenty j and the inconsistency uf 
this passion with its selt' so naturally deri\ed to it, 
are great master-strokes in this fable 5 and if the/ 
fell into good hands, might furnish out a more 
pleasing canto than any in Spenser. 

From my own apartment, November 4. 

I came home this evening in a very pensive mood 5 
and, to divert me, took up a volume of Shakspeare, 
where I chanced to cast my eye upon a part in the 
tragedy of Richard tlie Third, which filled my mind 
wiUi a very agreeable horror. It was the scene in 
which that bold but wicked prince is represented as 
sleeping in his tent, tlie night before the battle in 
which he fell. The poet takes that occasion to set 
before him, in a vision, a terrible assembly of appa- 
ritions, the ghosts of all, those innocent persons 
whom he is said to have murdered. Prince Ed- 
ward, Henry VI. the Duke of Clarence, Rivers, 
Gray, andVaughanj Lord Hastings, the two young 
Princes, sons to Edward IV. his own wife, and the 
Duke of Buckingham, rise up in their blood bet( e 
him, beginning their speeches with that dreadtul 
salutation, " Let me sit heavy on thy soul to- 
morrow '," and concluding witn that dismal sen- 
tence, ** Despair and die." This inspires the tyrant 
with a dream of his past guilt, and ot the approach- 
ing vengeance. He anticipates the fatal day of 
Bosworth, fancies himself dismounted, weiteriiig 
in liis own blood ; and in the agonies of despair^ 
before he is thoroughly awake, starts up with the 
following speech 2 
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" Give me another hoisc — Bind ap my wooiWi ! 
Have mercy, Jesu — Soft 1 i dk! but drearp. 
O:) ! coward conscience I how dos' thon afflict mel 
The ligliu burn blue ! Is it not deati niidnif^iu ? 
Cold fearful drops sund on my trembLrg flesii : 
What do I tear? myself! &c." 

A scene written with so great strength of imagi- 
nalion indisposed roe from further readings and 
til re w me into a deep contemplation. I began to 
rciiect upon the dinerent ends of good and bad 
kings ; and as this was the birth-day of our late re- 
nowned monarch *, I could not forbear thinking on 
the departure of that excellent prince, whose life 
was crowned with glory, and his death wifh peace. 
I let my mind go so far into this thought, as to ima- 
gine to myself what might have been the vision of 
his departing slumbers. He might have been con- 
federate kings applauding him in different lan- 
guages y slaves that had been bound in fetters lifting 
up their hands, and blessing him ; and the perse- 
cuted in tlieir several forms of worship imploring 
comfort on his last moments. The reflection upon 
this excellent prince's mortality had been a very 
melancholy entertainment to me, had 1 not been 
relieved by the cousideration of the glorious reign 
wJiich succeeds it. 

Wc now see as great a virtue as ever was on the 
British throne, surrounded with all the brauty of 
success. Our nation may not only boast of a long 
scries of great, regular, aud well -la id designs, but 
also of triumphs and victories j while we ha\e the 
happiness to see our sovereign exercise that true jk)- 
licy which tends to make a kingdom great and 
happy, and at the same time enjoy the good and glo- 
rious effect of it. 

« Kiag William III. 
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N^9l. TUESDAY, NOVEMBERS, 1709. 



From my own Jpartment, November 7. 

'was very much surprized this evening with a visit 
rom one of the top Toasts of the town, who came 
mvately in a chair, and bolted into my room, while 
f was reading a chapter of Agrippa upon tiie occult 
iciences ; but, as she entered with all the air and 
)]oom that natui*e ever bestowed on woman, I 
hrew down the conjuror, and met the charmer. I 
lad no sooner placed her at my right hand by the 
ire, but she opened to me the reason of her visit. 
' Mr. Bickerstaff," said the fine creature, *' I have 
)een your correspondent some time, tliough I never 
;aw you before ; I have writ by the name of Maria, 
ifou have told me, you were too far gone in life to 
hink of love. Therefore, I am answered as to the 
)assion I spoke of; and," continued she, smiling, 
' I will not stay until you grow young again, as 
rou men never fail to do in your dotage j but am 
:ome to consult you about disposing of myself to 
mother. My person you see ; my fortune is very 
considerable 5 but I am at present under much per- 
>lexity how to act in a great conjuncture. I have 
wo lovers, Crassus and Lorio : Crassus is prodi- 
giously rich, but has no one distinguishing quality; 
hough at tlie same time he is not remarkable on 
iie defective side. Lorio has travelled, is well bred, 
)leasant in discourse, discreet in his conduct, agree- 
ible in his person ; and' with all this, he has a com- 
leuncy of fortune without superfluity. When I 
:oi.sider Lorio, ray mind is filled with an idea of 
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the great satisfactions of a pleasant conversa^^^^ 
When I think of Crassus, my equipage, nume^^^/y 
servants, gay liveries, and various dresses, are op- 
posed to the charms of his rival. In a word, when 
I cast my eyes upon Lorio, I forget and despise 
fortune 5 when I behold Crassus, I think only of 
pleasing ray vanity, and enjoying an uncontrolled 
cxpence in all the pleasures of life, except love." 
She paused here. 

•' Madam," said I, '' I am confident you have 
not stated your case with sincerity, and that there it 
some secret pang which you have concealed fi*om 
me : for I see by your aspect the generosity of your 
mind 5 and that open ingenuous air lets me know, 
that you have too grea| a sense of the generous 
passion of love, to prefer the ostentation of life id 
the arms of Crassus, to the entertainments and con- 
veniences of it in the company of your beloved 
I.orio ; for so he is indeed. Madam ; you speak his 
name with a different accent from the rest of your 
discourse. The idea his image raises in you gives 
new life to your features, and new grace to your 
speech. Nay, blush not. Madam; tlicre is no 
dishonour in loving a man of merit j I assure you, I 
am grieved at this dallying with yourself, whew you 
put another in competition with him, for no other 
reason but superior wealth." — " To tell you, then," 
snid she, " the bottom of my heart, there is Clo- 
tilda lies by, and plants herselt in the way of Crassus, 
and I am confident v^ill snap him if I refuse him. 
I cannot bear to think that she will shine above me. 
When our coaches meet, to see her chariot Lung 
behind vf'i^ four footmen^ and mine with but ttvo : 
Jicrs, powdered, gay, and saucy, kept only for 
show J mine, a couple of careful rogues that are. 
good for somctliing : I own, I cannot bear tliat Clo-- 
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tilda should be in all the pride and wantonness of 
wealthy and I only in the ease and affluence of it.'* 

Here I interrupted : " Well, Madam, now I sec 
your whole affliction ; you could be happyf but that 
you fear another would be happier. Or rather, you 
could be solidly happy, but that another is to be 
happy in appearance. This is an evil which you 
must get over, or never know happiness. We will 
put the case, Madam, that you married Crassus, 
and she Lorio.** She answered, " Speak not of it. 
I could tear her eyes out at the mention of it.*' 
** Well then, I pronounce Lorio to be the man ; 
but I must tell you, that what we call settling in the 
world is, in a kind, leaving it ; and you must at 
once resolve to keep your thoughts of happiness 
within the reach of your fortune, and not measure 
it by comparison with others. But, indeed, Ma- 
dam, when I behold that beauleous form of your's, 
and consider the generality of your sex, as to their 
disposal of themselves in marriage, or their parents 
doing it for them without their own approbation, I 
cannot but look upon all such matches as the most 
impudent prostitutions. Do but observe, when you 
are at a play, the familiar wenches that sit laughing 
among the men. These appear detestable to you in 
the boxes. Each of them would give up her persoi\ 
for a guinea ; and some of you would take the worst 
there for life for twenty thousand, if so, how do 
you ditfer but in price ? As to the circumstance of 
marriage, I take that to be hardly an alteration of 
the case ; for wedlock is but a more solemn prosti- 
tution, where there is not an union of minds. You 
would hardly believe it, but there have been designs 
even upon me. 

' *^ A neighbour in this very lane, who knows I 
have, by leading a very wary life, laid up a little 
money, had a great mind to marry me to hU d'aja.'^-^ 
VOL. in, E 
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ten I was frequently' invited to their table : the 
girl was always very pleasant and agreeable. Aftet 
dinner. Miss Molly would be sure to fill my pipe 
for roe, and put more sugar than ordinary into my 
coffee 5 for she was sure 1 was good-natured. If I 
chanced to hem, the mother would applaud my vi- 
gour 3 and has often said on that occasion, ' I won- 
der, Mr. Bickerstaff, you do not marry, I am sure 
you would have children.' Things went so far, 
that my mistress presented me with a wrought 
night-cap and a laced band of her own working. J 
began to think of it in earnest 5 but one day, having 
an occasion to ride to Islington, as two or three peo- 
ple were lifting me upon my pad, I spied her at a 
convenient distance laughing at her lover, with a 
parcel of romps of her acquaintance. One of them, 
who I suppose had the same design upon me, told 
me she said, ' Do you see how briskly my old gen« 
tleraan mounts ?' Tliis made me cut oiF my amour, 
and to reflect with myself, that no married life could 
be so unhappy, as where the wife proposes no othei 
advantage from her husband, than that of making 
herself tine, and keeping her out of the dirt.'* 

My fair client burst out a laughing at the account 
I gave her of my escape, and went away seemingly 
convinced ot the reasonableness of my discourse 
to her. 

As soon as she was gone, my maid brought up the 
following epistle, which, by die style, and the de- 
scription she gave of the person, I suppose was left 
by Nick Doubt. " Hark you,'* said he, ** girl^ 
tell old Basket-hilt I would have him answer it by 
the first opportunity.'* What he says is this. 

" I:=AAC, 

" You seem a very honest fellow j therefore, pray 
tell me, did not you write that letter in praise of 
the squire and his Lucubrations yourself, &c/* 
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The greatest plague of coxcombs is, that they 
often break upon you with an impertinent piece of 
good sense, as this jackanapes has hit me in a right 
place enough. I must confess, I am as likely to 
play such a trick as another ; but that letter he 
speaks of was really genuine. When I first set up, 
1 thought it fair enough to let myself know from all 
parts, that my works were wonderfully inquired for, 
and were become the diversion, as well as instruc- 
tion, of all the Choice Spirits in every county of 
Great-Britain. I do not doubt but tlie more intel- 
ligent of my readers found it, before this jackanapes, 
1 can call him no better, took upon him to observe 
upon my style and my basket-hilt. A very pleasant 
gentleman of my acquaintance told me one day a 
story of this kind of falsehood and vanity in an 
author. 

Maevius showed him a paper of verses, which he 
said he had received that morning by the penny- 
post from an unknown hand. My friend admired 
them extremely. ** Sir," said he, " this must come 
from a man that is eminent : you see tire, life, and 
spirit run through the whole, and at the same time 
a correctness, which shows he is used to writing. 
Pray, Sir, read them over again." He begins again, 
title and allj "To Maevius, on his incomparable 
poems." The second reading was performed with 
much more vehemence and action thim the former; 
after which my friend fell into downright raptures— 
** Why, they are truly sublime ! there is energy in 
this line ! description in that ! Why ! it is the 
thing itself! this is perfect picture !" Maevius could 
bear no more : but, " Faith," says he, *' Ned, to 
tell you the plain truth, I writ tliem myself." 

There goes just such another story of the same 
paternal tenderness in Bavius, an ingenious contem- 
j>orary of mine, who had writ several comedies^ 

£ 2, 
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Tvhich were rejected bj the players. This my friend 
Bavius to6k lor envy, and therefore prevailed upon 
a genttemaii to go with him to the play-houke, and 
gave him a new play of his, desiring he woald per<« 
sonate the author, and read it, to baffle the spite of 
the actors. The friend consented, and to reading 
they went. They had not gone over three simiiies, 
before Rosclus the player made the acting author 
stop, and desired to know, "what he meant by 
such a rapture ? and how it came to pass, that in 
this condition of the lover, instead of acting accord- 
ing to his circumstances, he spent his time m consi- 
dering what his present state was like ?" — " That is 
veiy true,** says the mock^uthor 5 " I believe wc 
had as good strike these lines out.**— "By your 
leave,** says Bavius, " you shall not spoil your play, 
you are too modest ; those very lines, for aught I 
know, are as good as any in your play, and they 
shall stand.** Well, they go on, and the particle 
** and*' stood unfortunately at the end of a verse, 
and was made to rhyme to the word "stand." Thii 
Roscius excepted against. The new poet gave up 
that too, and said, " he would not dispute for a 
monosyllable." — " For a monosyllable !** says the 
real author, *' I can assure you, a monosyllable 
may be of as great force as a word of ten syllables. 
1 tell you. Sir, ' and' is the connexion of the matter 
in that places without that word, you may put all 
that follows into any other play as well as this. Be- 
sides, if you leave it out, it will look as if you had 
put it in only for the sake of the rhyme.** Roscius 
persisted, assuring the gentleman, '* that it was im- 
possible to speak it, but the ' and' must be lost, so 
it might as well be blotted out." Bavius snatched 
his play out of their bands, said, '' they were both 
blockheads," and went off; repeating a couplet, be- 
cause he would not make his exii irregularly. A 
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witty man of these days compared this true and 
feigned poet to the contending mothers before So- 
lomon ; the true one was easily discovered from 
the pretender, by refusing to see his oiTspring dis- 
sected. 
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Falsus hunrjuvat, & nundaje inf.vma terrei 
S^uem nisi mendttum & memUetm f 

HOR. I. Ep. xvi. 
False praise can please, anil calumny afiirighc, 
None but tUe vicious and the hypocrite. 

R. Wynnh, 

JVhites Chocolate-house, November 9. 

I KNOW no manner of speaking so offensive as that 
of giving praise, and closing it with an exceptiun ; 
which proceeds (where men do not do it to intro- 
duce malice, and make calumny more effectual) 
from the common error of considering man as a per- 
fect creature. But, if we rightly examine things, 
we shall find that there is a sort of oeconomy iiY Pro-^ 
vidence, that one shall excel where another is de- 
fective, in order to make men more useful to each 
other, and mix them in society. This man having 
this talent, and that man another, is as necessary in 
conversation, as one professing one trade, and ano- 
ther another, is beneficial in commerce. The hap- 
piest climates does not produce all tilings ; and it 
was so ordered, that one part of the earth should 

« 3 
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ivant the product of another, for uniting mankiDd 
in a general correspondence and good understanding. 
jt is. therefore, want of good sense as well as good 
nature^ to say Simplicius has a better judgement, 
but not so much wit as Latius ; for that ti>ese have 
not each other's capacities is no more a diininutioa 
to either, than if you should say, Simplicius is not 
J^ntius, or Latins not Simplicius. The heathen 
world had so little notion that perfection was to be 
expected amongst men, that among them any one 
quality or endoA^innent in an heroic degree made i 
God. Hercules had strength ; but it was never ob- 
jected to him that he wanted wit. Apollo presided 
over wit, and it was never asked whether he had 
strength. We hear no exceptions against the beauty 
of Minerva, or the wisdom of Venus. These wl^c 
heathens were glad to immortalize any one service- 
able gift, and overlook all imperfections in the per- 
son who had it. But with us it is far otherwise, for 
wc reject many eminent virtues, if they are accom- 
panied with one apparent weakness. The reflecting 
i\i\n' this manner made me account for tlie strange 
delight men take in reading lampoons and scandal, 
with which the age abounds, and of which I receive 
frequent complaints. Upon mature consideration, 
I tind it is principally for this reason, that the worst 
of mankind, the libellers, receive so much encou- 
ragement in the world. I'he low race of men take 
a secret pleasure in finding an eminent character 
levelled to their condition by a report of its defects j 
and keep themselves in countenance, though they 
are excelled in a thousand virtues, if they believe 
they have in common with a great person any one 
fault. The libeller falls in with this humour, and 
gratifies this baseness of temper, which is naturally 
an enemy to extraordinary merit. It is from this, 
that liLcl and satire arc promiscuously joined together 
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in the notions of the vujgar, though the satirist and 
libeller differ as much as the magistrate and the mur- 
derer. In the consideration of human life, the sa- 
tirist never falls upon persons who are not glaringly 
faulty, and the libeller on none but who are con- 
spicuously commendable. Were I to expose any 
vice in a good or great man; it should certainly be 
by correcting it in some one where that crime was 
the most distinguishing part of the character; as 
pages are chastized for the admonition of princes *. 
When it is performed otherwise, the vicious are 
kept in credit, by placing men of merit in the same 
accusation. But all the pasquils, lampoons, and li- 
bels we meet with now-a-days, are a sort of playing 
with the four-and-twenty letters, and throwing 
them into names and characters, without sense, 
truth, or wit. In this case, I am in great perplexity 
to know whom they mean, and should be in distress 
for those they abuse, if I did not see their judgment 
and ingenuity in those they commend. This is the 
true way of examining a libel ; and when men con- 
sider, that no one man living thinks the better of 
their heroes and patrons for the panegyric given 
them, none can think themselves lessened by their 
invective. The hero or patron in a libel is but a 
scavenger to carry off the dirt, and by that very em- 
ployment is the filthiest creature in the street. De- 
dications and panegyrics are frequently ridiculous, 
let them be addressed where they will ; but at the 
front, or in the body of a libeli to commend a man, 
is saying to the persons applauded, " My Lord, or 
Sir, I have pulled down all men that the rest of the 
world think great and honourable, and here is a clear 
stage ; you may, as you please, be valiant or wise -, 

* Thiii alludes to a practice long prevalent in England of 
«hip< log the royal children by proxy. 
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you may rlioosr \n !>r on thr n»i!it.iry or rivil Ii*t \ 
lor fhrrc in no tmr bnvr \vlit> C(»nunnti(U, or jiwt 
wlio han |Niwrr. Ynii ni.iy ruin tlir world now it xn' 
rnipty, whii-li ryplndrrl ytni ulirn it wai full: I 
liavr ktKN'krd out the. bniiiiH of .'d1 wlium mankind 
thoiif^ht gfH>d fiir niiy tliii>i; ; and I i\*mht not btit 
you will rrward that invrntion, wliirh found out 
tlir onlv rii|N*dirnt to niakr your I<ordHliip, or your 
Worslup. nf any rotmidrration/' 

Had I tlir hniiour to lir in n 1il>rl, nnd h«id en* 
rn{)rd thr it|>|>t(il>:ifiiMi ni' ihr nutlmr, I idionld look 
upon it exactly in this ni:iniiri. Hut tliouf;h it %n i 
thinf; tinu )irrfrrtly inditl'r rrnt wlm in rxaltcdor dr.- 
b.ihrd in Mich iKTtfirniancr .. yrt it i^i not no with fa- 
lation to thr. nut horn of tlirm ; thcirforr, \ hhal), 
for the ^(M'd ol my cotuitry, hcrcntlcr takr upon mo 
to puiii.di tlir!u- wrc'tchm. What in already pashfd 
mnv dir nway accotdiii}; tn itii nature, nnd continue 
in itH present ohlivion ; but, tur the future, I hball 
take notice of muIi encniieN to i onntu' i\iu\ virtue, 
nnd preserve thmi In inimoital infamy, 'j'heir 
nanicii shall f'ive frrsli oneme niiiny t\\;rh hetire, nnd 
bcdcteMt((l a ihoii^mid ^eai^aticr iii«* eomniiHhinn uf 
their crime, ft Rh.ili not avail, that thehe <-hildrrn 
oi intamy publish thrii wu-.kH under feigned namrs^ 
nr under none at all ; for I nm na perfi t.tly well bc- 
quflinted with t' e ntylrh of nil my a>ntemporarifii« 
that I flhall not fail oi doini^ thrm juhtirr, with 
their proper namrH, nnd at their full length. I^t 
thejic uiiKcnaniH, iheivftire. enjoy their pre»ient id 
of oldivioui and take care how they offend here* 
after. 

But, to avert otir ryen from such objrrts, it il 
met bin ks but retpiiNite to ftettle our opinion in the 
caHe of praise and blame. I believe, the only true 
way to cure that ncnnibility of reproach, wlueh in i 
conunun wcaknciii witli the moil virtuous nien^ ii 
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to fix their regard firmly upon only what is strictly 
true, in relation to their advantage, as well as dimi- 
nution. For if I am pleased with commendation 
which I do not deserve, I shall from the same tem- 
per be concerned at scandal I do not deserve. But 
he that can think of false applause with as much 
contempt as false detraction, will certainly be pre- 
pared for all adventures, and will become all occa- 
sions. Undeserved praise can please only those who 
want merit, and undeserved reproach frighten only 
those who want sincerity. I have thought of this 
with so much attention, that I' fancy there can be 
no other method in nature found for the cure of 
that delicacy which gives good men pain under ca- 
lumny, but placing satisfaction no where but in a 
just sense of their own integrity, without regard to 
the opinion of others. If we have not such a foun- 
dation as this, there is no help against scandal, but 
being in obscurity, which to noble minds is not 
being at all. The truth of it is, this love of praise 
dwells most in great and heroic spirits ; and thoso 
who best deserve it have generally the most exqui- 
litc relish of it. Methinks I see the renowned Alex- 
ander^ after a painful and laborious march, amidst 
the heats of a parched soil and a burning climatCji 
sitting over the head of a fountain, and, after a 
draught of water, pronounce that memorable say- 
ing, " Oh ! Athenians ! How much do I suffer, 
that you may speak well of me ?'* The Athenians 
were at that time the learned of the world, and 
their libels against Alexander were written, as he 
was a professed enemy of their state. But how 
monstrous would such invectives have appeared in 
Macedonians ! 

As love of reputation is a darling passion in great 
men, so the defence of them in this particular is 
the business of every man of honour and honesty. 
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AVo should nin on such an occasion, as if a pub 
buiKling was on lire, to their relief; and all vi 
spread or publish such detestable pieces as trade 
their merit should he used like incendiaries. It 
the conunon cause of our country to support the ; 
putation of those who prescne it against invadei 
and every man is attacked in the person of tliat uei^ 
hour who deserves well of him. 

From my own Apartment, Novcmler 9. 

The chat I had to-day at White's about fame a 
scandal put me in mind of a person who has oft 
writ to me unregarded, and has a very modcr 
ambition in this particular. His name, it seems, 
C'harlcs Lillic, and he recommends himself to 1 
observation as one that sold snuff next d(x>r to I 
Fountain Tavern, in the Strand, aud was burnt < 
when he began to have a reputation in his way. 

"Mr. RlCKFRSTAFF, 

^' I suppose, through a hurry of business, ) 
\\\\\c. citlur forgot mc, or Inst my hist of this i 
fnif!, \\liich was to beg the favour of being adxi 
tniTtnisly eNj)()si'd in y(>nr|KHK'r, chielly for ihd i 
init.itiori of siiulF. Be plca^^cd to pardon thi^ lu 
l)lc from, Sir, your very humble servant, 

C 

" I am a perfumer, at the corner of Beaufo 
riuililiiigs, in the Strand," 

'J liis same Charles leaves it to me to say wha 
will ot liiiu ; and I am not a little pleased with t 
iiiJTenuons manner of his address. 1 aking snutf 
what 1 ha\i declared against j but, as his Holim 
thir Pope allows whoring iov the taxes raised by t 
ladies of pleasuir : so 1, to repair the loss uf an u 
happy trader^ indulije all persons in that ciisloni w. 
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bu/ of Charles. There is somcthhig so particular 
in the request of the aian, that 1 shall send for him 
before me, and I believe I shall hnd he has a genius 
for bawbles. If so, I shall, for aught I know, at 
his shop, give licensed canes to those who are nally 
lame, and tubes to those who are unfeigncdly short- 
sighted i and forbid all others to vend the same. 
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If^iirs Coffee-house t November ii. 

The French humour of writing epistles, and pub-* 
lishing their fulsome compliments to each other, is 
a thing 1 frequently complain of in this place. It is, 
methinks, from the prevalence of this silly custom, 
that there is so little instruction in the conversation 
of our distant friends. For which reason, during 
the whole course of my life, I have desired my ac- 
quaintance, when they write to me. rather to say 
jomelhing which should make me wish myself with 
ihcra, than make mc compliments thit they wished 
ihemselves with me. By this means, I hive by me 
I collection of letters from most parts of the world, 
kvhich are as naturally of the growth of the place, as 
my herb, tree, or plant, of the soil. This f take to 
3C the proper use of an epistolary commerce. To 
icsire to know how Damon goes on with his court- 
ship to Sylvia, or how the wine tastes at tlie Old 
Devil, are thread-bare subjects, and cold treats, 
;vhich our absent friends might have given us with- 
>ut going out of town for them. A friend of mine^ 
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who went to travel, used me fir otherwise ; fork 
gave me a prospect of the place, or an account of 
the people, from every country throueh which lie 
pnssrd. Among others which I was lookinff over 
this evening, I am not a little delighted vriUi tliii 
which follows : 

" Drar Sir, 
'' I believe this is the first letter that was ent 
sent you from the middle region, where I am at 
this present writing. Not to keep you in suspense, it 
comes to you from the top of the highest mountain in 
Switzerland, where I am now shivering among the 
eternal frosts and snows. I can scarce forbear 
dating it in December, thoudi tliey call it the fiist 
of August at the bottom of the mountain. I assure 
you, 1 can hardly keep my ink from freezing in the 
mi(U\le of tlie dog-days. I am here entertained 
\viththe prettiest variety of snow-prospects that}^^ 
can imngine ; and have several pits of it before me, 
that arc vcr}' near as old as the mountain itself: for 
in this country, it is as lasting as marble. I am now 
lipon a spot ot" it, which they tdl me fell about the 
rci;;n of Charlemain, or King Pepin. The inhabi- 
tants of the country are as great curiosities as the 
country itself. They generally hire themselves out 
in their youth, and if they are musquct-proof until 
about fifty, they bring home the money they have 
got, and the limbs they have left, to pass tlie rest 
of their time among their native mountains. One 
of the gentlemen of the plac e, who is come off with 
the loss of an eye only, told me by way of boast, 
that there were now seven wooden legs in his fa- 
mily ; and that for these four generations, there had 
not been one in his line that carried a whole body 
with him to the grave. I believe you will tliink the 
style of this letter a little extraordinary : but the 
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rsal will tell you, that people in cloiids mu-;( 
5 confined to speak sense ; and I hojK? we that 
30VC them may claim the same privilegr'. 
ever I am, I shall always be, Sir, 
Your most obedient, most humble servant." 

link they ought, in those parts where the niate- 

ire so easy to work^ and at the same time so 

le, when any one of their heroes comes home 

the wars, to erect his statue in snow upon the 

.tains> tliere to remain from generation to go- 

ion. 

gentleman who is apt to expatiate upon any 

took this occasion to deliver his opinion upon 
Drdinary method of sending young gentlemen 
vel for their education. It is certain,*' said he, 
gentlemen travel at an age proper for them, 
ig the course of their voyages their accounts to 

friends, and after their return their discourses 
conversations, will have in them something 
B what we can meet with, from those who have 
lad those advantages.** At the same time it is 

observed, that every temper and genius is not 
.fied for this way of improvement. Men may 
ge their climate, but they cannot tlieir nature, 
an that goes out a fool cannot ride or sail him- 
into common sense* Therefore, let me. but 
: over Loudon Bridge with a voung man, and I 
tell you infallibly whether gomg over the Rialto 
enice will make him wiser. 

18 not to bs imagined how many I have saved 
ly tiTie from banishment, by letting their pa- 
s kn )W they were good for nothing. But this is 
c done with much tenderness. There is my 
in Harry has a son, who is the dullest mortal 

ever was bom into our house ; he had got his 
k and his books all packed up to be Uansported 
}}«. in. F 
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into foreign parts, for no reason but because the 
boy never talked i and his father said, he w-anted tc 
know the w^rld. I could not say to a fond parenl 
that tlie boy was dull ; but looked S(ra\T> and told 
him, ** the youth was very thouj^htful, and I fcarec 
he might have some doubts about religion, will 
V hich it was rot proper to go into Roman catholk 
countries." He is accordingly kept here until hi 
declares !iirasclf upon some pouits, which I am sun 
he will never think of. By this means 1 have pre- 
vented the dishonour of having a fool of our hou« 
laughed at in all parts of Europe. He is now witl 
his father upon his own estate, and he has sent t( 
me to get him a wife, which I shall do with all con- 
venient speed ; but it shall be sucli a one, whosi 
f:ood-nature shall hiile his faults, and gcx>d sen« 
srpply thrm. The truth of it is, that race is of th< 
true British kind. 1'hey are of our country on\v 
it hurts them to transplant them, and they are de 
F> roved it" you pretend to improve them. Men o 
this solid niake are not to be hurried up and dowi 
the w<. rid. fv>r, if I may so speak, they are naiu 
rally at their wit's end ; and it is an impertinent pa» 
to disturb their repose, that they may give you onl 
a history of their bodily orcurrenees, which is al 
they are ci'.pable of observing. Harry had an eldf 
brother, who was tried in this way ; I remember a 
he could talk of at his return was, ** That he ha 
like to have been drowned at such a place j he fe 
out of a chaise at another; he had a better stomac 
%\ hen he moved northward than when he turned hi 
c(»urse to liie pans in the south," and so forth. 1 
is, theieivire, very much to be considered, whr 
scT.se a person has of tilings when he is setting out 
and if he then knov s none of his friends and ac 
«iuaintanee but by their cloaths and faces, it is m 
humble opinion, that he stay at home. His parent 
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should take care to marry him, and see what they 
can get out of him that way ; for there is a certain 
lort of men, who are no otherwise to be regarded 
but as they descend from men of consequence, and 
may beget valuable successors. And if we consider 
that men are to be esteemed only as they are useful, 
while a stupid wretch is at the head of a great fa- 
mily, we may say, the race is suspended, as pro- 
perly as, when it is all gone, we say it is extinct. 

From my own Apartment, November ii. 

I bad several hints and advertisements from un- 
known bands, that some, who are enemies to my 
labours, design to demand the fashionable way of 
satisfaction for the disturbance my Lucubrations 
have given them. I confess, as things now stand, I 
do not know how to deny such inviters, and am 
preparing myself accordingly. I have bought pumpi 
and tiles, and am every morning practising in my 
chamber. My neighbour, the dancing- master, has 
demanded of me, ** why I take this liberty, since I 
icould not aUow it him ?" but 1 answert^d ** his was 
an act of an indifferent nature, and mine of ne- 
ccssity.** My late treatises against duels have so far 
disobliged the fraternity of the noble science of de- 
fence, that I can get none of them to sliow me so 
mnch as one pass. I am, tKerefore, obliged to 
learn by book ; and have accordingly several vo- 
lumes, wherein all the postures arc exactly deli- 
neated. I must confess, I am shy of letting people 
sec me at this exercise, because of my flannel 
waistcoat, and my spectacles, which T am fovn d to 
^TH on, the better to observe the posiuie oi the 
enemy. 

I have upon my chamber- walls drawn at full 
length the hgures of all sorts of men, from right 
feet to three leet two inches. Within U\\s lYt\<^V\V^ L 

F 2 
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Ilk' »», l1..if ;;;! Ilir Ui^UUit'^ titru fif f#rfftt-Brif«lfl 
»ii> "inp" li«-h'lf ft. Mnt. .'14 \ |fti«li, t mnkr iillmr« 

»wif ( . f'ii rn/ If .h(/ ft) ;i Ufik MIMt k)Mrr fififljf, lifid 
)• I « >i.i!'r"l frfit in «wry- li^,itrr in/ frwii fliincii" 
» I -, t'.f I c(«iin t" C'li .my in^ii ni liii I'Jr li)f 
|..l.r./^ .ti\\ .itt* Ay t.i liu ».f«-i'l'.. ll)M' ^»f^, 1 prrM 
|iin'i/ in ^ )in#. «l#i'^fi Irr'Hi I114 n''--r« niMl t»Vr. tM 
ii.'.tf nf liiMi lo ius:iiih tliiii )ir liM* ot ffi'* ; for, in 
fc)'« -.^ iir jLtirMll/, il ;i )r.iii (' ll'fW WHMi'U J iM MMI 
inifi/ Jr.:' I'l ill' ri^lilor 1« M, wli' thrr il lif \u mtlt 
tit III liin^, li# < iiimI tli# fliin' i(<if'ffM of llir «:ifi1 Ir^tl 
f' :)'iw'. f.-Mi )ii'.Mlth. f tiikr it to \w innrrlrr* fffid 
»•!« h ,1 inijf'lf r ii4 i4 Ik-Iii'v n yir%\\\tuw\\ to CMrifnif* 
A J I iiiii w|. 'i# , I .1111 i»l<o \tfy tMil« mi'l l»r|i4V« my- 
cll /|()i nliii'iii t/» 1|i,it 4i\yAU\n%r. willi flir. MtifA 
I'l.f.f iili/i , .tiii| f ;iin r'M'l/ t#i iitfi/i|» or fiUn/l, nC' 
i.fir'ltii,^f tri flif cf^tiirr ot my ndvrrvnry^ J tmi^l 
f>\>\i^\, I l».iv' liri'l {'/' ;*t ciif/rM tli)« ni"tiitiiK* fin4 
liiv fill rvry h:Mirr r<Hiii(l thn rMUfi in 11 mortal 
(lit. v/iiiif'tit fMivinp; thr )r,i«t Ifurt, ^Hirpf n littlfl 
f r. it'll l>y l^llifi;/ fffi mv t.iir, ifi |fii«}iinK **' onf. At 
liif !o*M #n*l Ifi my ( lirimtK-r t but I rrr'/t^rrrl 10 
C)nMk, ^ii'l )iim|;r(l (t/f iiimlily into my |(iiffrf1f lliily 
it II' tci'l liTfii ;ilivr, lir roiilil utA h^Vr liMrt fn«« 
li re. r«,nf' ««ri| f iMvr writtfh iii(>iiri«t rfticU with 
RMii* v/iifiiitii) lint iri 'ill my ili«f ofirsf^ii I hav^ not 
rvM ::ri"l ih.it I kMi*w liow H |r/ ntlrif>»ff rMilrf ttVMd 
M 'luflit l.r v^rr |»rovokrrl to it 1 Aiul fiitKr', tbill 
Mi:.i',tn I? now iKiomr ii litw, 1 know notlihifr titit 
rti' !r' i^i^tivf |if/wrr. with orwMii)m;wUrr4ton« ttpnn 
ir. r III {, .t 114 in H fH)»Hnty of fl#nyirif( t\\^\\ru%r^t 
f).'/' I //' vMf. »fti rwflnU liiinirrrt Utt it. lUit fio 
fiiMM /;t tlit^ Ml |fr/«rnt« A« tliifiK« Mfffiil, I %\%M 
|iiii lip MO li./it'' »ittr/>iit4> aimI 1 <il)fll) II'' «o inr front 
t»kiii^ ill woriU, tiMt I will not takr ill lookfft t# 
tlifPl/>rr, w^ifi nil hot yotiMif I^^Howft liol to io#»k 
hi \> \iU'\ nicic turihir ihaii tiicir iidghlMtir* ^ for, 
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if tbcy stare at mc with tlieir hats cocked higher 
than other people, I will not bear it. Nay, I give 
warning to all people in general to look kindly at 
me; for I will bear no frowns, even from ladies -, 
mid if any woman pretends to look scorn fully at me, 
I shall demand satisfaction of tlie next of kin of the 
masculine gender. 
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Si M9H irrSaety ftnrdt iUiwtinuu Mart* I. ix. 

Hid be not err'd| bis glory bad been less. 

Wilts Coffee-house^ November 14. 

That which we call gallantry to women seems to be 
the heroic virtue of private persons ; and there never 
breathed one man^ who did not, in that part of his 
days wherein he was recommending himself to his 
mistress, do something beyond his ordinary course 
of life. As this has a very great effect even upon 
the most slow and common men ; so^ upon such 
as it finds qualified with virtue and merit, it shines 
cmt in proportionable degrees of excellence. It 
gives new grace to the most eminent accomplish^ 
ments \ and he, who of himself has either wit, wis- 
doin« or valour, exerts each of these noble endow* 
ments, when he becomes a lover, with a certain 
beauty of action above what was ever observed in 
him before 5 and all who are ^thout any one of 

^.3 
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these qualities are to be looked upon as the rabbk 

of mankind. 

I was talking after this manner in a comer d 
this place with an old acquaintance, who, taking 
me by the hand, said, '* Mr. BickerstafP, your dis- 
course recalls to my mind a story, whicH I havt 
longed to tell you ever since I read that articli 
wherein you desire your friends to give you accounts 
of obscure merit." The story I had of him is li- 
terally true, and well known to be so in the countr] 
wherein the circumstances were transacted. H< 
acquainted me with the names of th^ persons con 
cerned, which I shall change into feiened ones 
there being a respect due to their families that ar 
still in being, as well as that the names tlicmselvc 
would not be so familiar to an English ear. Tb 
adventure really happened in Denmark ; and if 
can remember all the passages, I doubt not but : 
will be as moving to my readers as it was to me. 

Clarinda and Chloe, two very line women, wcr 
bred up as sisters in the family of Romeo, who wj 
the father of Chloe, and the guardian of Clarind; 
Pliilander, a young gentleman of a good persoi 
and charming conversation, being a friend of ol 
Komeo, frequented his house, and by that meai 
was much in conversation with the young ladie 
though still in the presence of the father and tl 
guardian. The ladies both entertained a seer 
passion for him, and could see well enough, no 
withstanding the delight which he really took i 
Romeo*s conversation, that there was somethir 
more in his heart, which made him so assiduous 
visitant. Each of them thought herself the hapf 
wom-m; but the person beloved was Chloe. It haj 
pencd that botii of them were at a play in a ca 
naval evening, when it is the fasiiion there, as w< 
ui in most countries of Europe, both for men ai 
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women to appear in masks and disguises. Tt wa^ 
on that memorable night, in the year 1679, wlien 
the playhouse, by some unhappy accident, was set 
on fire. Philander, in the firat hurry of the dis- 
aster, immediately ran where his treasure was ; 
burst open the door of the box, snatched the lady up 
Id his arms ; and, with unspeakable resolution and 
good fortune, carried her off safe. He was no 
sooner out of the crowd, but he set her down j anil, 
grasping her in his arms, with all the raptures of a 
deserving lover, " How happy am I," says he, " in 
an opportunity to tell you I love you more than all 
things, and of showing you the sincerity of my 
passion at tlie very first declaration of it !"— '* My 
dear, dear Philander," says the lady, pulling off her 
mask, '* this is not a time for art j you are much 
dearer to me than the life you have preserved j and 
the joy of my present deliverance does not transport 
me so much as the passion which occasioned it.'* 
Who can tell the grief, the astonishment, the terror, 
that appeared in the face of Philander, when he saw 
the person he spoke to was Clarinda ! After a short 
pause, ** Madam,'* says he, with the looks of a 
dead man, ** we are both mistaken j" and immedi- 
ately flew away, without hearing the distressed 
Clarinda, who had just strength enough to cry out, 
" Cruel Philander 1 why did you not leave me in the 
theatre?'* Crowds of people immediately gathered 
about her, and, after having brought her to herself, 
conveyed her to the house of the good old unhappy 
Romeo. Philander was now pressing against a 
whole tide of people at the doors of the theatre, 
and striving to enter with more earnestness than any 
there endeavoured to get out. He did it at last, 
and with much difficulty forced his way to the box 
where his beloved Chloe stood, expecting her fate 
amidst this icene of terror and distiaciion. She 
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revived at the ^t about Lw 

neck with a tcndern . m ae expressed -, and, 

aroidst a thousi n i In, told her his love, 

nnd bii dreadAu c . b stage was now in 

flumes, and I wn i h ftilT of smoke: the 

entranre wm tjuite liarred np wiih heaps of people, 
vbo had fallen upon one anottera; they endeavoured 
to get out. Swordiwere drawn, shrieks heard im 
all sides ; and, in ibort, oo ] Mibitity of an escape 
for Philander lumielf, bad ne been capable of 
making it without hii Cbloe, But his mind wai 
above snch a tboaght, and iri^olly employed la 
wecjungi condoling, and o wting. He catches 
her ID bis arms. The fire i rruunds them, while 
— — 1 cannot go on—— 

Were I an infidel, miifivtoHeB like ihis votiM 
convince QM tbat there isnit be an hereaftt r : fcr 
vho can believe that to much Tiirae coold-raoK 
\vith so great distresi without a following reward? 
As fnr my part, I am to otd-laBhioned, m finDtf Jfi 
believe, that all who perish in snch generona eiile^ 
prl'.'.cs are relieved from the further exercise of life; 
and Providence, which «eei dieir virtue coniammale 
and manifest, takes them to an inunecUale reward, 
in a being more euitabte to the grandeur of their 
spirits, what else can wipe away our tears, when 
we contemplate such undeserved, snch irreparable 
distresses ? It was a sublime thought in lome df 
the heathens of old ; 

.ArmmmjiH/iiii vrCrt, futf ik'a wVoifii 

P«ct>i ijuu, adim Ufulv iJImi rtftita. Vti e. 

Thflt is, in other words, " The same employments 
and inclinations which were the eutertamment of. 
virtuous men npoo earth make up their happineu in 

Elyaiuoo-" 
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From wy oum Apartment, Novemler 14. 

When I came home this evening, I found a pre« 
sent from Mr. Charles Lillie> the perfumer, at the 
corner of Beaufort -buildings, with a letter of thanks 
for the mention I made of him. He tells me, '^ se- 
veral of my gentle readers have obliged me in buying 
at his shop upon my recommendation." I have in- 
quired into the man*8 capacity, and find him an 
adept in his way. He has several helps to discourse 
besides snuff, which is the best Barcelona, and sells 
an orange-flower water, which seems to me to have 
in it the right spirit of brains ; and I am informed^ 
he extracts it according to the manner used in 
Gresham-CoUege*. I recommend it to the hand- 
kerchiefs of all young pleaders. It cures or sup- 
plies all pauses and hesitations in speech, and 
creates a general alacrity of the spirit. When it is 
used as a gargle, it gives volubility to the tongue^ 
and never lails of that necessary step towards pleasing 
others, making a man j)leased with himself. I have 
taken security of him, that he shall not raise the 
price of any of his commodities for these or any 
other occult qualities in them ; but he is to sell 
them at the same price which you give at the com- 
mon perfumers. Mr. Lillie has brought further se- 
curity, that he will not sell the boxes made for poli- 
ticians to lovprs J nor, on the contrary, those proper 
for lovers to men of speculation : *' At this time, to 
avoid confusion, the best orangerie for beaux, and 
right musty for politicians.*' 

*^* My almanack is to be published on the 
twenty- second, and from that instant all lovers, in 
rajkures or epistles, are to forbear the comparison of 

^ The Rx>yal Society then met at Gresham- College. 



my wife some of your verses on her/* Wi! 
reflections on little passages which happenc 
ago, we passed our time, during a chearral a 
gant meal. After dinner^ his lady left the re 
did also the children. As soon as we were al 
took me by the hand 5 "Well, my good i 
sa^s he, " I am heartily glad to see iheej 
atraid you would never have seen all the c( 
tliat dined with you to-day again. Do not yo 
the good woman of the house a little altered 
you followed her from the play-house, to 6 
who she was, for me ?'* I perceived a tear fa 
his cheek as he spoke, which moved me not 
But, to turn the discourse, I said, "She is 
d^d quite that creature she was, when she n 
roe the letter I carried from you ; and told m 
hoped, as I was a gentleman, I would be en 
no more to trouble her, who had never ofiend 
but would be so much the gentleman's frien 
dissuade him from a pursuit, which he coul< 
succeed in.' You may remember, I thought 
earnest 5 and you were forced to employ youi 
Will, who made his sister get acquainted w 
for you. You cannot expect her to be for c 
teen."—'* Fifteen !" replied my good friend : 
you little understand, you that have lived a b! 
how great, how exquisite a pleasure there is, 
ing really beloved ! It is impossible, that th 
beauteous face in nature snould raise in r 
pleasing ideas, as when I look upon that e. 
woman. That fading in her countenance is 
caused by her watching with me^ in my feve 
was followed by a fit of sickness, which had 
have carried her off last winter. I tell you sii 
I have so many obligations to her, that I 
with any sort of moderation, think of her 
state of health, But as to what you say of 
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married state often want such a monitor; and pine 
awaj their days, by looking upon the same condi- 
tioo ID aDguish and murmur, which carries witli it 
in the opinion of others a complication of all the 
pleasures of life, and a retreat from its inquietudes. 
I am led into this thought by a visit I made an old 
friend, who was formerly my school -fellow. He 
came to town last week with his family for the win- 
ter, and yesterday morning sent me word his wife 
expected me to dinner. I am as it were at home at 
that house, and every member of it knows me for 
their well- wisher. I cannot indeed express the plea- 
sure it is, to be met by the children with so much 
joy as I am when 1 go thither. The boys and girls 
strive who shall come first, when they think it is. I 
that am knocking at the door 3 and that child which 
loses the race to me runs back again to tell the father 
it is Mr. BickerstafF. This day I was led in l^ a 
pretty girl, that we all thought must have forgot 
me J for the family has been out of town these two 
years. Her knowing me again was a mighty subject 
with us, and took up our discoui'se at the first en- 
trance. Alter which, they began to rally me upon 
a thousand little stories they heard in the country, 
about my marriage to one of my neighbour s daugh- 
ters. Upon which the gentleman, my friend, said, 
" Nay, if Mr. BickerstafF marries a child of any of 
his old companions, I hope mine shall have the pre- 
ference: there is Mrs. Mary is now sixteen, and 
would make him as fine a widow as the best of them. 
But I know him too well ; he is so enamoured with 
the very memory of those who flourished in our 
3'outh, that he will not so much as look upon the 
modern beauties. I remember, old gentleman, how 
often you w ent home in a day to refresh your coun- 
tenance and dress, when Xeraminta reigned in your 
heart. As we came up iu the coach, I repeated to 
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iitv M Ifr jturnr nf your vi rsrs on lirr." Willi sucli 

ifJlrt tiniM on littl'' |nssn^;( 1 wlikli litip|H-tir(l loii| 

41^11. \v(- piisscil nur liiiir. duriiM; n r Iirarfnl Rfid clr 

}';iiii ini :il. .Mii*r (liiiixr. iii*i l.uly li'l't the ifMiii, n\ 

i\U\ :\\'t* ihc f liiUlrfii. As Hociii nil Wf wnr silniir, h( 

too}, inr If)' the li.iiiil ; " Wfll, my ^inxI I'rirtid/ 

»>.i)H III', " I ;iiii lifnrlily t;b(l to mt ilice; I WS! 

ittniiil you wuiilfl iirvrr liavr nrrn iill tlic crrtnpani 

tli.it (lined with you tn-fljy (1^.1111. ]>) not ynii thinl 

tlii* ^mmmI witiiiiin of' the hfrtinr n little HltcrciJ, »ina 

yon tollour-fl hrr tri'in the )>lHy-honiir, to find out 

xviio she- was, f(»r nir •'" I |»* rrrlvcd » trar Inll dnwi 

liis chfxk UH hi* spokr, wlm h niuvrd nir not n little 

Hnt, to turn thr disrour*ic« I Kaid, "She 14 not in* 

drrd ipiitr tli;it rrratuir shr wmh, whrn ihr rrlnrnn 

nir till- Icttrr I i :irri';(l friMn yfin ; aiid (old niv, '«h< 

iioprd, aH I wan a );rntlrniati, I would br rni|doyr( 

no nif>r(* to tronhir lirr, who had nrvrr ofl'cndcd nic 

tint would \tf* to much thr p;rn(lciiiairH frir-nd, an U 

disMMclf liini frnni a purHuit, whi( h he ronld neve: 

hu* M»-d ill.* You iniiy rfiuemhcr. I thoui';!]! hrr ii 

r.'irnf-st ; and yt'U w rr hir< rd lo t nipluy ymir (ouftii 

Will, who niadr his «iiMM' yv\ aajuaintrd with her 

tor yon. Yon rannot exprct lier to be forever fif 

tPMi."— •• I'Kn-rn I" replird my good frirtid r ** Ah 

yon little inidf-rhtand, ycni that have lived a hat helot 

liow \\rr:\\, liow exf|iiiRiie a jilraHiirr there i<, in be 

inr; t'Mlly iM-loved ! It m imiKmHihlr, that the iikm 

lK*antf-rni4 f.icc in nature should raine in me !iucl 

pleasing idca.i, as when I lixik n];(;n thatextellcr 

w(in).ui. That fading in her roiintennncc ifi chiefl 

tansrd hy |p r watrliing with me, in my fever, 'i hi 

wan followed by a fit of bii kn<rs<i, which had like t 

linvr f-arri(<l h'-r ofV hiHl winter. I tell yoti Hinccrel) 

I have «io many obligation* to her, that I caniuM 

with any sort of moderation, think of her preseti 

■tiitc of health, iiut ai to what you »ay of liftecr 
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she gives me every day pleasures beyond what I ever 
knew in the possession of her beauty, when I was in 
the vigour of youth. Every moment of her life, 
brings me fresh instances of her complacency to my 
inclinations, and her prudence in regard to my for- 
tnne. Her face is to me much more beautiful than 
when I first saw it -, tliere is no decay in any feature, 
which I cannot trace, from the very instant it was 
occasioned by some anxious concern for my welfare 
and interests. Thus, at the same time, methinks, 
the love I conceived towards her for what she was 
is heightened by my gratitude for what she is. The 
love of a wife is as much above the idle passion con;- 
monly called by that name, as the loud laughter of 
buffoons is inferior to the elegant mirth of gentlemen. 
Oh ! she is an inestimable jewel. In her examina- 
tion of her household affairs, she shews a certain 
fcarfulness to find a fault, which makes her seiTants 
obey her like children j and the meanest we have 
has an ingenuous shame for an offence, not always 
to be seen in children in other families. I speak 
freely to you, my old friend) ever since her sickness, 
things that gave me the quickest joy before turn 
now to a certain anxiety. As the children play in 
the next room, I know the poor things by their 
steps, and am considering what they must do, should 
tliey lose their mother in their tender years. The 
pleasure I used to take in telling my boy stories of 
battles, and asking my girl questions about the dis- 
posal of her baby, and the gossiping of it, is turned 
into inward reflection and melancholy.'* 

He would have gone on in this tender way, when 
the good lady entered^ and with an inexpressible 
sweetness in her countenance told us, " she had been 
searching her closet for something very good, to 
treat such an old friend as 1 was." Her husband's 
ryes sparkled with pleasure at tlie chearfulness of 

VOL, III, G 
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lirr countenance* j and I saw nil his fears var.i 

an instant. The lady observing sometliint; i 

looks whicli shewed we hnd l>cen more seritM^ 

ordinary, and seeing her huslvmd receive hei 

j;reat concern uiuler a forced chearlulncss, ini 

ately guessed at what we had been talking ot 

applying iicrsclt' to nie, said, with a smile, 

hicker^tair, do not bcHcv<^ a word of what h 

yon, I siiall still live to iiave yon for my sccoi 

1 have ottcn promised you, unless he lakes 

(Mrc of hini'iclt' llian he has done since his r 

to town. You must kn«nv, he tells me that lu 

London is n much more healthy place tl\an the 

try J for he sees several of his old acquaintanc 

school-fellows are here i/oun^ft't/orrs with Jni 

lottomed periirigs. 1 could scarce keep hii 

morning from going out ofyrn- breasted."' My 1 

who is always extremely delighted with hiT 

able humour, made her sit down with us. S 

il with that cashless which is peculiar to won 

sense; and to keej) up the gncnl humtnir si' 

brought in witli her, turned her raillery u\x 

'* Mr. lUckcrstatf, you remember you foUowi 

one night from the pl.iv-house ; supp<^s(* you 

carry me thither t»^-morrow night, and lead r 

the iVont-box." This put us into a long ficM > 

co\n"se about the beauties, who were n\v)tluTs 

present, and shincd in the boxes twenty ycai 

I told her, " 1 was s»lad she. had transfcrrcvl st 

of her charms, and 1 did not (|ue*ition b\ 

eldest daugluer was wilhin half a year ol I 

loa«;t. 

We were pleasing ourselves with this f.jnl 
preterment of the yoimg lady, when on a ? 
wo were alarmed with liie noise of a drum, a 
mediately entered my little godson to give me 
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of war* . His mother, between laughing and chid- 
ing, would have put him out of the foomj but J 
would not part with him so. I found upon conver- 
sation with him, though he was a little noisy in his 
mirth, that the child had excellent parts, and was 
a great master of all the learning on the other side 
eight years old. I perceived him a very great histo- 
rian in iEsop's Fables : but he frankly declared to 
nie his mind, *' that he did not delight in that learn- 
ing, because he did not believe they were trucj" 
for which reason I found he had very much turned 
his studies, for about a twelve-month past, into the 
lives and adventures of Don Bellianis of Greece, Guy 
of Warwick, the Seven Champions, and other his- 
torians of that age. I could not but observe the sa- 
tisfaction the father took in the forwardness of his 
son ; and that these diversions might turn to some 
profit, I found the boy had made remarks, which 
might be of service to him during the course of his 
whole life. He would tell you the mismanagements 
of John Hickathrift, find fault with the passionate 
temper in Bevis of Southampton, and loved Saint 
George for being the champion of England ; and by 
this means had his thoughts insensibly moulded into 
the notions of discretion, virtue, and honour. I was 
extolling his accomplishments, ^yhen the mother 
told me, '^that tlie little girl who led rne in this 
morning was in her way a better scholar than he. 
Betty,'* says she, "deals chiefly in fairies and 
sprights; and sometimes in a winter-night will ter- 
rify the maids with her accounts, until they are 
afraid to go up to bed." 

J sat with them until it was very late, sometimes 
in merry, sometimes in serious discourse, with this 
particiUar pleasure, which gives the only true relisU 

♦ SeeTATLER^ N°ii4; aged 15, here only 8, 

G 2 
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to all conversation, a sense that ^verjr one of us likec 
tiLch other. I went home, considering the different 
conditions of a married life and that of a bachelor . 
and 1 must confess it struck me with a secret con- 
cern, to reflect, that whenever I go off I shall leavf 
no traces behind me. In this pensive mood I rcturi 
to my family ; that is to say, to my maid^ my dog 
and my cat, who only can be the better or woi-sc foi 
what happens lo me. 



ii^'SG. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1709 



It mibi dcmum vivere & fnti animS videtw^ ^ aii^ m^jnU 
inieniiUf fr^cUriJaamrii out artit ktiajamam ^turit, 

Sall. Bell. Car 

In my opiii'on, be ooly may be truly said to live, and enjtv 
his Being, who is engaged in sorre laudable pnrsint, aK 
acquires a name by same illoittrioos action^ or usefol art. 

From my own Apartment^ November ly. 

It has cost me very much care and thought t( 
marshal and £x the people under their proper de 
nominations, and to ransje them according to thei 
re-pective characters. These my endeavours havi 
l)een received with unexpected success in one kind 
but neglected in another : for though I have man] 
T'^^aderb, I have but few converts. This must cer 
tainly proceed from a false opinion, that what '. 
write is designed rather to amuse and entertain, thai 
convince and instruct. I entered upon my Essay 
widi a declaration that I should consider raankiu; 
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/in quite another manner than the^ had hitherto been 
represented to the ordinary world 5 and asserted, that 
none but an useful life should be, ^vith me, any life 
at all. But, lest this doctrine should have made 
this small progress towards the conviction of man- 
kind, because it may have appeared to the unlearned 
light and whimsicaJ, I must take leave to unfold 
the wisdom and antiquity of my first proposition in 
these my Essays, to wit, that "every worthless man 
is a dead man." This notion is as old as Pythngoras, 
in whose school it was a point of discipline, that if 
among the *AKi*ruo/, or probationers, there were any 
who grew weary of studying to be useful, and re- 
turned to an idle life, they weie to rci!;ard them as 
dead j and, upon their aeparting, to perform their 
obsequies, and raise them tombs, with inscriptions 
to warn others of the like mortality, and quicken 
them to resolutions of refining their souls above thai 
wretched state. It is upon a like supposition, that 
young ladies, at this very time, in Roman Catholic 
countries, arc received into some nunneries with 
their coffins, and witli the pomp of a formal funeral, 
to signify, that henceforth they are to be of no fur- 
ther use, and consequently dead. Nor was Pytha- 
goras himself the first author of this symbol, witli 
whom, and with the Hebrews, it was generally re- 
ceived, Much more might be offered in illustration 
of this doctrine from sacred authority, which I re- 
commend to my reader's own reflection; who will 
easily recollect, from places which I do not think 
fit to quote here, the forcible manner of applying ihe 
words dead and living, to men as they are good 
or bad. 

I have, therefore, composed the following scheme 
of existence for the benefit both of the living and 
the dead; though chiefly for the latter, whoni I 
must desire to read it with all possible attention. In 

o 3 
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tlir nunilH»r of the dead I comprehend all persons, 
of what title or dignity soever, who bestow most oif 
tUvir time in eating and drinking;, to support that 
ituiu^i nary existence of theirs, wliich they call lifej 
i>r in dresKing and adorning those sliadows and appa- 
ritions, >\-hith are looked upon by the vulgar as real 
men and women. In short, whoever resides in the 
world without having any busine-ss in it, and passes 
away an age without ever thinking on the errand 
for which he was sent hither, is to mc a dead man 
to all intents and purposes; and I desire that he may 
Ix' so rqnitrd. Ihe living are only those that are 
some way «>r ollu r laudably employed in theimprovo- 
nirut of their own minus, or for the advantage of 
otIuTs; and cncu amongst tliese, I shall only reckon 
into their lives that [>art of their time which nas been 
8|M'nt in the manner above-mentioned. By these 
n)rans, 1 am afraid, we shall find the longest lives 
i\o[ to consist of n\:uiy months, and the greatest part 
of tlie earth to be ijuite unpeopled. According to 
this system we mav observe, that souic men are born 
nt twenty jears t>f age, some at thirty, some at 
threescore, and some not above an hour before they 
(lit* : nay, we may obser\e multitudes that die with- 
out vwT being bom, as \\v\\ as many dead persons 
tli.it fill up the bulk of mankind, and make a better 
li^uie in the eyes of the ignorant, than those who 
are alive, and in their proper and full state of health. 
HoNsevcr, since there may be many good subjects, 
that pay their taxes, and live ptuiccably in their habi- 
tations, who are not yet bom, or have de|)arted this 
life several years since, my design is, to encourage 
boih to join themselves as soon as possible to the 
luuubcr of the living. For as I invite tl c former to 
break fortli into being, and become good for some- 
(l)ii>;T: so 1 allow the latter a state ot resuscitation ; 
V hieh I ehicHy mention for the sake of a person wImi 
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has lately published an. advertisement, with several 
scurrilous terms in it, that do by no means become 
a dead man to give : it is- my departed friend John 
Partridge, who concludes the advertisement of hi* 
next year's almanack with the following note. 

" Whereas it has been industriously given out by 
Isaac BickerstalfPlsquire, and others, to prevent the 
sale of this year's almanack, tliat John Partridge is 
dead: this may inform all his loving countrymen, 
that he is still living in health, and they arc knaves 
that reported it otherwise. 

. "J. IV 

From my own Jpartmcnt, Novemher 18. 

When an engineer finds liis guns have not had 
their intended effect, he changes his batteries. I am 
forced at present to take this method; and instead 
of continuing to write against tho singularity some 
are guilty of in their habit and behaviour, I shall 
henceforward desire them to persevere in it j and not 
only so, but shall take it as a favour of all the cox- 
combs in the town, if they will set marks upon 
themselves, and by some particular in their dress 
shew to what class they belong. It would be very 
obliging in all such persons, who feel in themselveji 
that they are not of sound understanding to give 
tlie world notice of it, and spare mankind the pains 
of finding them out. A cane upon the fifth button 
shall from hencefortli be the type of a Dapper ; rcd- 
hceled shoes, and an hat hung vipon one side of the 
head, shall signify a Smart j a good 'periwig made 
into a twutf with a hrisk cockf shall speak a Mettled 
Fellow J and. an upper lip covered with snutf, denote 
a Coflee-house Statesman. Hut as it is required that 
all coxcombs hang out their signs, it is on the other 
hand expected that men of real merit should avoid 
any thing particular in their drcss^ g;ut^ or beha- 
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viour. For, as we old men delight in provci 
cannot forbear bringing out one on this oec 
'' That good wine needs no bush,** I mus 
leave this subject without reflecting on scvcra 
sons I have lately met with, who at a distance 
very terrible j but, upon a stricter inquiiy into 
looks and fe-atures, appear as meek and hannl 
Uny of my own neighbours. These art^ countn 
tlemen, who of late years have taken up an hv 
of coming to town in red coats^ whom an arcl 
of my acquaintance used to describe veiy \vc 
calling them "sheep in wolves cloathing.'* 1 
often wondered, that honest gentlem< n, wfc 
good neighbours, and live quietly in tlicir owi 
sessions, should take it in tlicir heads to frightt 
town after this unreasonable manner. I shall 
myself obliged, if they persist in so unnatural a 
notwithstanding any posts they may have ii 
militia^ to give away their red coats to any . 
soldiery who shall tliink fit to strip them, pre 
the said soldiers can make it appear that thry I 
to a regiment where tlicre is a deficiency i 
cloathing. 

About two days ago T was walking in the 
and accidentally met a mral esquire, c^oatlicd 
the types above-mentioned, with a carringe an 
haviour made entirely out of his own head. H 
of a bulk and stature larger than ordinary', hac 
coat, flung open to shew a gay calamanco wais 
His periwig fell in a very considerable bush 
each shoulder. His arms naturally swang at i\ 
reasonable distance from his sides ; wliich, wi 
advantage of a cane that he brandislied in a 
variety of irregular motions, made it unsafe f( 
one to walk within several yards of him. 1 
manner he took up the whole Mall, his spet 
moving on each side of it^ whilst he cocked 
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bat, aiid marched directly for Westminster. I can- 
not tell who this gentleman is, but for my com- 
fort, may say with the lover in Terence, who lost 
sight of a fine young lady. '* Where-cver thou art, 
tliou canst not belong concealed." 

St. James's Cqffee-housey Novemler i8. 

By letters from Paris, of the sixteenth, we are 
informed tliat the French king, the princes of the 
blood, and the elector of Bavaria, had lately killed 
fifty-five pheasants. 



*«* Wjiereas several have industriously spread 
abroad, that I am in partnership with Charles 
Lillie, the perfumer, at the comer of Beaufort- 
Buildings; I must say with my friend Partridge, 
that they are knaves who reported it. However, 
since the said Charles has promised that all his cus- 
tomers shall be mine, I must desire all mine to be 
his ', and dare answer for him, that if you ask in mv 
Dame for snuff, Hungary or orange water, you shall 
have the best the town affords, at the cheapest rate. 
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Illud max/n^ rarum genux e\t nrum, fui out eicultwtt Inftnu maif^ 
it'tudinet aut pt^arS truJ/tiom at^e thcfrifiJ, ayt utrifu* m 
ornatiy spathim dillbtftidi ba^utnattf quern potii^mShm vitie cur* 
sum if qui vtltittt, TvLL. OffiCt 

There are very few persons nf extraordinary geniot, or eminent 
for learning and other nohl« endowments, who have hod 
siifticieiu time to consider what particular cotu'se of life ibcy 
ought to pursue. 

From my own Apartment, November 21. 

Having swept away prodigious multitudes in my 
last paper, and brought a great destruction upon my 
own species, I must endeavour in this to raise fresh 
recruits, and, if possible, to supply the places of the 
unborn and the deceased. It is said of Xerxes, that 
when he stood upon a hill, and saw the whcrle coun- 
try round him covered with his army, he burst out 
into tears, to think that not one of that multitude 
would be alive an hundred years after. For my part, 
when I take a sur\cy of this populous city, 1 ran 
scarce forbear weeping, to see how few of its inha- 
bitants are now living. It was with this thonghlthat 
I drew up my last bill of mortality, and endt a\ oured 
to .■?( t out in it the great number of persons wlio have 
perished by a distemper, commonly known by tho 
name of idleness, which has long niged in the world, 
and destroys more in every ^reat town than the 
plague has done at Dantzick. To repjiir the tiiisrhit f 
if lias done, and stock the world with a better raro 
of mortals, I have more hopes of bringing to life 
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those that are young, than of reviving tliose that are 
old. For which reason, I shall here set down that 
noble allegory which was written by an old author 
called Prodicus, but recommended and embellished 
by Socrates. It is the description of Virtue and Plea- 
sure, making their court to Hercules under tlie ap- 
pearance of two beautiful women. 

When Hercules, says the divine moralist, was in 
that part of his youth, in which it was natural for 
him to considejr what course of life he ought to pur- 
sue, he one day retired into a desart, where the si- 
lence and solitude of the place very much favoured 
his meditations. As he was musing on his present 
condition, and very much perplexed in himself on 
tlie state of life he should chuse, he saw two women 
of a larger stature than ordinary approaching towards 
him. One of them had a very noble air, and grace- 
ful deportment ; her beauty was natural and easy, 
her person clean and unspotted, her eyes cast towards 
the ground with an agreeable reserve, her motion 
and behaviour full of modesty, and her raiment as 
M'hlte as snow. The other iiad a great deal of health 
and floridness in her countenance, which she had 
helped with an artificial white and red ; and endea- 
voured to appear more graceful tlian ordinary in her 
mien, by a mixture of affectation in all her gestures. 
She had a wonderful confidence and assurance in her 
looks^ and all the variety of colours in her dress that 
«he thought were most proper to shew hor complex- 
ion to an advantage. She cast her eyes upon herself, 
then turned them on those that were present, to see 
how tliey liked her, and often looked on the ligure 
she made in her own shadow. Upni hf r nearer ap- 
proach to Hercules, she steppcl before the othf^r lady, 
M'ho came forward with a regular composed carriage, 
2nd running up to him, accosted him after the fol- 
uvviiig manner : 
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" Myr ilrar \hr<\\\t^," ^a)'s sin-, "J fiiif| yon ar** 
v'-ry ntu« li (tixi<lf d in ymir own tljoiii'diM, ii|M/ii fim 

l'..tV ol lili lli:it )<)ll OIlL^lit tf) ( IjfHi^r. Mf Hiy InrmJ, 
uli'l Io1m;'.V liM- ; I will Ir.'id you inlo ilic* |)f >ir)(-<i>ii(iii 

til' \)\tAAiir, aiiri out of ilic nadi (if |i.iiii, aiifj rr-movf^ 
V'Mi from all ^\^^'. rioi^ aiifl iliv(uir'iui|'- of liuniiK-isi. 
I lif affairK ot r iilirr war or jn ace uliali liavr rif> |)ow- 
ir lo lii-.finh you. Vour wliolr cinployniciit HJiall Ik*, 
to inak'' your lili* t.isy, uiui lo ftiirriain rv**iy sni\ti 
Willi its p''o];« r v'i-<'<^^'':i(>''ii* SuiUplUOtlb lablrSy 
U'(U of row^, I lou<is of iH'i funics, i.uut.rvth n( muHic, 
( rou'i-> oi \i*:i\iUrti, ixrt: all in n'.nWiifhH to n-rrivc yoii, 
C'liwr alou'^ villi Hie into llii^ p-i^iou of il' li;.;)its, thi* 
v.ojjil of |il<.i.urr, ami bid f.irrw«ll for rvi-r to cart:, 
lo pain, to huTiu* '^•»." 

ffrniilis, Iwarin;^ tlir l.iMy talk af't<'r this rnann'T, 
c|( Mini to know III I uauK'i to \vlii< }i hUf ;iu^\;rriii, 
•* My frirfwls, ami tlii»v: who ar** ut 11 aoiu.iinir'd 
with nir, call ni'- 1 f M]i]iinn{-» : hut my '-ri«-fijirs. and 
th'iM' who would injure my npuiaiion, havr ^iviii 
inc til'* nam/ of I'lc-asun-." 

Jiy this tifuf; thi* oth**r lady was rom« up, }^Uo 
su\i\ir v-<l IwTM It' to thr 51011 n 15 h' ro in a \rvy dillii-, 
<nt maiKur. 

•• llrrml*"'," f.ijys hhc, "f ofTrr myself to you, 
fw-r.iuii I knosv )ou an- dijjicndrd from ihf (.'ixN, 
:ui<l j'iv*' proofs ot that clrhcrnt hy your lo\(- to virtiir, 
;iiid a{'|)lii ation lo ihr hludi(*?i |iioji«r ffjr your agr, 
'J hii iu.lv* 1 111': liopt- yoM will j^aih l>oth for yourself 
ruid uir ati ttnnK'rial reputation. Mtit, hrfiire I invite* 
)ou ini<i my MKir-ty and friendbhip, 1 will be ojy^ii 
;i})<l hiurt rr wiiii you, flhd niiiNf !:i) down this Jii ail 
I :l:ihli:i}|( d truth, That thm' h /tot/tifni truh/ lui/uw 
I It't u'h'h.k tan I L' pun husfd triiho/tt paihA and labour, 
'J hi (iods havf Bd a pri«*«* upon every rr.d ami noblfi 
j)l'asiire. If you wouh! gain ihr favour of the iJeity, 
;ou mii4 liC at the pains of wofijiippinjj hini> if the 



N^ 97. TATLER. 73 

friendship of good men, you must study to oblige 
them j if you would be honoured by your country, 
you must take care to serve it. In short, if you 
would be eminent in war or peace, you must be- 
come master of all the qualifications that can make 
you so. These are the only terms and conditions 
upon which I can propose happiness. The Goddess 
of Pleasure here broke in upon her discourse. " You 
see,'' said she, " Hercules, by her own confession, 
the way to her pleasure is long and difficult, where- 
as that which I propose is short and easy." — " Alas!" 
said the other lady, whose visage glowed with a 
passion made up of scorn and pity, *' what are tlie 
pleasures you propose ? To eat before you are hun- 
gry, drink before you arp a-thirst, sleep before you * 
are a-tired, to gratify appetites before they are 
raised, and raise such appetites as nature never 
planted. You never heard the most delicious mu- 
sic, which is the praise of ones self j nor saw the 
most beautiful object, which is the work of one's 
own hands. Your votaries pass away their youth in 
a dream of mistaken pleasures, while they are hoard- 
ing up anguish, torment, and remorse for old age. 

'* As for me, I am the friend of the Gods and of 
good men, an agreeable companion to the artizan, 
an household guardian to the fathers of families, a 
patron and protector of servants, an associate in all 
true and generous friendships. The banquets of 
my votaries are never costly, but always delicious j 
for none eat or drink at them who are not invited by 
hunger and thirst. Their slumbers are sound, and 
their wakings chearful. My young men have the 
pleasure of hearing themselves praised by those who 
are in years j and those who are in years, of being 
honoured by those who are young. In a word, my 
followers are favoured by the Gods, beloved by ihelc 

YOL. Ill, U 
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acquaintance^ esteemed by their countiy, j 
the close of their labours, honoured by pos 

Wc know by the life of this memorablt 
which of these two ladies he gave up 1: 
and I believe, every one who reads this wi 
the justice to approve his choice. 

I very much admire the speeches of the 
as containing in them the chief arguments 
of virtue, or a life of pleasure, that could c 
the thoughts of an heathen ; but am pa 
pleased with the different figures he gives 
Goddesses. Our modern authors have re] 
Pleasure or Vice with an alluring face, bu 
in snakes and monsters. Here she appears 
charms of beauty, tliough they are all false 
rowed ; and by that means composes a vi 
tirely natural and pleasing. 

I have translated this allegory for the I 
the youth of Great-Britain ; and particularl) 
who are still in the deplorable state of 
istcnce, and whom I most earnestly culrent 
into the workl. Let my embrios show the 
clination to an^, single virtue, and I shall a] 
be a stmggHng towards birth. I do not ( 
them tliat, like tijc hero in the foregoing stc 
should go abtmt as soon as they are born 
club in tbc'.r hands, and a lion*s skin 
shoulders, to root out monsters, and destroy 
but, as the tinest author of all antiquity '. 
upon this very occasion, though a man has 
abilities to distinguish himself in the most 
parts of a great character, he has certainly t 
city of being just, faitliful, modest, and ten: 
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N^98. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1709. 



Frovi my own Apartment, Novemler 23. 

I READ th^oUowing letter, which was left for me 
this evening, with very much concern for the lady's 
condition who sent it, who expresses the state of her 
mind with great frankness, as all people ought who 
talk to their physicians. 

'* Mr. BiCKERSTAFF, 

'^ Though you are stricken in years, and have had 
great experience in the world, I believe jou will say, 
there are not frequently such difficult occasions to 
act in with decency, as those wherein I am en- 
tangled. I am a woman in love, and that you will 
allow to be the most unhappy of all circumstances in 
human life. Nature has formed us with a strong 
reluctance against owning such a passion, and cus- 
tom has made it criminal in us to make advances. 
A gentleman, whom I will call Fabio, has the en- 
tire possession of my heart. I am so intimately ac- 
quainted with him, that he makes no scruple of 
communicating to me an ardent affection he has for 
Cleora, a friend of mine, who also makes me her 
confident. Most part of my life I am in company 
with the one or the other, and am always enter- 
tained with his passion, or her triumph. Cleora is 
one of those ladies, who think they are virtuous, if 
tliey are not guilty 5 and, without any delicacy of 
choice, resolves to take the best offer which shall be 
made to her. With this prospect she puts off de- 
claring herself in favour of Fabio, until she sees 
what lovers will fall into her snares, which she lay* 

H 2 
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in all public places^ with all the art of gesture and 
glances. This resolution she has herself told me. 
Though I love him better than life, I would not 
gain him by betraying Cleora -, or commiltiiig such 
a trespass against modesty, as letting him know my- 
self that I love him. You arc an astrologer^ what 
shall I do ? 

Diana jpouBTFUL.*' 

This lady hns said very justly, that the condition 
of a ^voman in love is of all others the most mise- 
rable. Poor Diana ! how must she be racked with 
jealousy, when Fabio talks of Cleora ! how with in- 
dignation, when Cleora makes a property of Fabio! 
A lemale lover is in the condition of a ghost^ that 
wanders about its beloved treasure, without power 
to sp(;ak, until it is spoken to. I desire Diana to 
continue in this circumstance ; for I see an eye of 
comfort in her case, and will take all proper mea- 
sures to extricate her out of this unhappy game of 
cross-purposes. Since Cleora is upon the catch with 
her charms, and has no particular regard for Fabio, 
I shall place a couple of special fellows in her way, 
wJio shall both address to her, and have each abetter 
cslatt; than Fabicj. lliey are both already taken 
with licr, and are prepanng for being of her retinue 
the ensuing winter. 

I'o women of this worldly turn, as I apprehend 
Cleora to be, we must reckon backward in our com- 
putation of merit ; and when a fair lady thinks only 
of making her spouse a convenient domestic, the 
notion of worth and value is altered, and the lover 
is the more acceptable, the less he is conbidcrable. 
The two 1 shall throw into the way of Cleora arc, 
Orson Thicket and Mr. Walter Wisdom. Orson is 
a huntsman, whose fathcr*s death, and some diifi- 
culties about legacies, brought him out of the 
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woods to town last November. He was at that time 
one of those country savages, who despise the soft- 
ness they meet in town and court 5 and professedly 
show their strength and roughness in every motion 
and gesture, in scorn of our bovi'ing and cringing. 
He was, at his first appearance, very remarkable 
for that piece of good breeding peculiar to natural 
Britons, to wit, defiance, and showed every one he 
met he was as good a man as he. But, in the midst 
of all his fierceness, he would sometimes attend the 
discourse of a man of sense, and look at the charms 
of a beauty, with his eyes and mouth open. He 
was in this posture when, in the beginning of last 
December, he was shot by Cleora from a side-box. 
From that moment he softened into humanity, for- 
got his dogs and horses, and now moves and speaks 
with civility and address, 

Wat. Wisdom, by the death of an elder brother, 
came to a great estate, when he had proceeded just 
far enough in his studies to be very impertinent, 
and at the years when the law gives him possession 
of bis fortune, and his own constitution is too warm 
for the management of it. Orson is learning to 
fence and dance, to please and fight for his mistress ; 
and Walter preparing fine horses, and a jingling 
chariot, to enchant her. All persons concerned 
will appear at the next opera, where will begin the 
wild-goose chace ; and I doubt Fabio will see him- 
self so overlooked for Orson or Walter, as to turn 
his eyes on the modest passion and becoming lan- 
guor in the countenance of Diana ; it being my de- 
sign to supply with the art of love, all those who 
preserve the sincere passion of it. 

U^ilts Coffee-house, Novemher 23. 

An ingenious and worthy gentleman, my antlent 
friend, fell into discourse with me this evening, 

« 3 
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upon the force and efficaqr which the writings of 
good poets have on the minds of their intelligent 
readers 5 and recommended to me his sense of the 
matter, thrown together in the following manner, 
which he desired me to communicate to the youth of 
Great-Britain in my Essays. I choose to do it in his 
own words, 

*' I have always been of opinion/* says he, *' that 
virtue sinks deepest into the heart of man, when it 
comes recommended by the powerful charms of po- 
etry. The most active principle in our mind is the 
imagination : to it a good poet makes his court per- 
petually, and by this faculty takes care to gain it 
tirst. Our passions and inclinations come over 
next 5 and our reason surrenders itself, with plea- 
sure, in the end. Thus the whole soul is insensibly 
betrayed into morality, by bribing the fancy with 
beautiful and agreeable images of those very things 
that in tlie books of the philosophers appear austere, 
and have at the best but a kind of forbidding aspect. 
In a word, the poets do, as it were, strew the 
rough paths of virtue so full of flowers, that we are 
not sensible of the uneasiness of them 3 and imagine 
ourselves in the midst of pleasures, and the most 
bewitching allurements, at the time we are making 
progress in the severest duties of life. 

*' All men agree, that licentious poems do, of all 
writings, soonest corrupt the heart. And why 
should we not be as universally persuaded, that the 
grave and serious performances of such as write in 
the most engaging manner, by a kind of divine im- 
pulse, must be the most effectual persuasives to 
goodness ? If, therefore, I were blessed with a son, 
in order to the forming of his manners, which is 
making him ti-uly my son, I should be continually 
putting into, his hand some fine poet. The graceful 
sentences, and the manly sentiments, so frequently 
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to be met with in every great and sublime writer, 
are, in my judgment, the most ornamental and va- 
luable furniture, that can be, for a young gentle- 
man's head j methinks they show like so much rich 
embroidery upon the brain. Let me add to this, 
that humanity and tenderness, without which there 
can be no true gre^ness in the mind, are inspired 
by the Muses in rach pathetical language, that all 
we find in prose-authors towards the raising and im- 
proving of thesp^ passions is, inr comparison, but 
cold, or lukewarm at the best. There is besides a 
certain elevation of soul, a sedate magnanimity, and 
a noble turn of virtue, that distinguishes the hero 
from the plain honest man, to which verse can only 
raise us. The bold metaphors, and sounding num- 
bers, peculiagpo the poets, rouze up all our sleeping 
faculties, and alarm the whole powers of tho soul, 
nttlch like tliat excellent trumpeter mentioned by 
Virgil :'• 

■ j^fco mn prctstantior alter 
jEre cicre vhdif Martemjue accendere cantu, 

VlRC.^n.Vr. 165. 



None so renown'd 



With breathing brass to kindle fierce aTarmc, 

Drydcn* 

'* I fell into tliis train of thinking this evening, 
upon reading a passage in a Masque writ by Milton, 
where two brothers are introduced seeking their 
jsister, whom they had lost in a dark night and 
thick wood. One of the brothers is apprehensive 
lest the wandering virgin should be overpowered with 
fears, through the darkness and loneliness of the 
time and place. This gives the other occasion to 
make the following reflections, which, as I read 
them, made me forget my age^ and renewed in me 
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the warm desires after virtue^ so natural to un< 
rupted youth. 

** 1 do not think my sifter so to seek, 

Or 8o unpiincipled in virtue's hook. 

And the sweet praee tl-at gortdness bosoms ever^ 

As that the single want of light at^d no se 

(Not being in danger, as I trust^ie is not) 

Could stir the constant mood of wk calm thoughts^ 

And put them into mi becoming plight. 

Virtue could see to Oo what vir:ue would 

By her own radiant light, though sun and moon 

Were in the fl<)t sea sunk. And Wisdom's self 

Oft seeks to sweet retired solitude : 

Where, with her best nurse^ Contemplation, 

She plumes her feathers, and 1-ts grow her wingSy 

That in (he various bustle of resort 

Were all too ruffled, and sometimes impair'd : 

He that has light within his own clear iM^ast, 

May sit i' th' center, and enjoy bright day t 

But he that hides a dark soul and foul thoughtS| 

Benighted walks under the mid-day sun ; 

Himself is his own dungeon." 



^*- 
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■■ S^rat Tragintm satis ^ fgliciter audet, 

HOR. 2 Ep. I. 1 6 

He, fortunately bold, breathes true Sublime. 

WilCs Coffee-house, Novemier aj, 

I HAVE been this evening recollecting what 
sages, since I could first think, have left 
strongest impressions upon my mind; and, i 
strict inquiry, I am convinced that the impuls 
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have received from theatrical representations have 
had a greater effect than otherwise would have been 
wrought in me by the little occurrences of my pri- 
vate life ! My old friends. Hart and Mohun, tlie 
one by his natural and proper force, the other by his 
great skill and art, never failed to send me home 
full of such ideas as affected my behaviour, and 
made me insensibly more courteous and humane to 
my friends and acquaintance. It is not the business 
of a good play to make every man an hero 5 but it 
certainly gives him a livelier sense of virtue and me- 
rit, than he had when he entered the theatre. 

This rational pleasure, as I always call it, has for 
many years been very little tasted : but I am glad 
to find that the trCie spirit of it is reviving again 
amongst us, by a due regard to what is presented, 
and by supporting only one playhouse. It has been 
within the observation of the youngest amongst us, 
that while there were two houses, they did not out- 
vie each other by such representations as tended to 
the instruction and ornament of life, but by intro- 
ducing mimical dances, and fulsome buffooneries. 
For when an excellent tragedy was to be acted in 
one house, the ladder-dancer carried the whole 
town to the other. Indeed such an evil as this must 
be the natural consequence of two theatres, as cer- 
tainly as that there are more who can see than can 
think. Everyone issensibleof the danger of the fellow 
on the ladder, and can see his activity in coming 
down safe ; but very few are judges of the distress 
of an hero in a play, or of his manner of behaviour 
in those circumstances. Thus, to please the people, 
two houses must entertain them with what they can 
understand, and not with things which are designed 
to improve their understanding : and the readiest 
way to gain good audiences must be, to offer such 
things as are most relished by the crowd j that is tok 
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say, immodest action^ empty show^ or impertinent 
activity. In shorty two houses cannot hope to 
subsist;, but by means which are contradictory to 
the very institution of a theatre in a well-governed 
kingdom. 

. I have ever had this sense of the things and foe 
that reason have rejoiced that my antient coeval 
friend of Drury-lane, though he had sold off most 
of his moveables^ still kept possession of his palaccj 
and trembled for him> when he had lately like 
have been taken by a stratagem. There have^ 
many ages^ been a certain learned sort of unlearned 
men in this nation called attomies, who have taken 
upon them to solve all difficulties by increasing 
them^ and are called upon to tiie assistance of all 
who are lazy, or weak of understanding. The in- 
solence of a ruler of this palace made him resign the 
possession of it to the management of my above- 
mentioned friend Divito '^, Divito was too modest 
to know when to resign it, until he had the opinion 
and sentence of the law for his removal. Both 
these in length of time were obtained against him ; 
but as the great Archimedes defended Syracuse with 
so powerful engines, that if he threw a rope or piece 
of wood over the wall, the enemy fled ; so Divito 
had wounded all adversaries with so much skill, 
tliat men feared even to be in the right against him. 
For this reason, the lawful ruler sets up an attorney 

* This and the following paragraph refer to a transaction 
between William Collier, Esq. and Christopher Rich, Esq. 
two lawyers, of which there is here given a very ladicroas ac- 
count. 

Rich was the patentee of Drury-lane Theatre, when Collier, 
having first obtained a licence to head a connpany of players, 
procured next a lease of Druiy-lane playhouse, from the land- 
loiilsof it, and under this authority, by the hrlp of a hired 
rabble, he forcibly expelled Rich, and got possesi-ion. 
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to expel an attorney, and chose a name dreadful to 
the stage, who only seemed able to beat Divito out 
of his intrenchments. 

On the twenty-second instant, a night of public 
rejoicing, the enemies of Divito made a largess to 
the people of faggots, tubs, and other combustible 
matter, which was erected into a boniire before the 
palace. Plentiful cans were at the same time distri- 
buted among the dependencies of that principality ; 
and the artful rival of Divito, observing them pre- 
pared for enterprize, presented the lawful owner of 
the neighbouring edifice, and showed his deputation 
under him. War immediately ensued upon the 
peaceful empire of Wit and thfe Muses; the Groths 
and Vandals sacking Rome did not threaten a more 
barbarous devastation of arts and sciences. But 
when they had forced their entrance, the experi- 
enced Divito had detached all his subjects, and eva- 
cuated all his stores. The neighbouring inhabitants 
report, that the refuse of Divito's followers marched 
off the night before, disguised in magnificence 5 
door-keepers came out clad like cardinals, and 
scene-drawers like heathen gods. Divito himself 
was wrapped up in one of his black clouds, and lei't 
to the enemy nothing but an empty stage, full of 
trap-doors, known only to himself and his ad- 
herents. 

From my own Apartment, November 25. 

I have already taken great pains to inspire notions 
of honour and virtue into the people of this king- 
dom, and used all gentle methods imaginable, to 
bring those who are dead in idleness, folly, and 
pleasure, into life, by applying themselves to learn- 
ing, wisdom, and industry. But, since fair moans 
are ineflectual, I must proceed to extremities, and 
shall give my good friends^ the company of up- 
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holders, full power to bury all such dead as thcjr 
nuet witli, who are within my former descriptioDS 
of deceased persons. In the mean time the follow- 
ing remonstrance of that corporation I take to be 
very just. 

'* From our Office near tlie Hay-marhet, Nov. 23. 

" Worthy Sir, 

*' Upon reading your Tatler on Saturday last, by 
which we received the agreeable news of so many 
deaths, we immediately ordered in a considerable 
quantity of blacks; and our servants have wrought 
night and day ever since, to furnish out the ne- 
cessaries for these deceased. But so it is. Sir, that 
of this vast number of dead bodies, that go putrify- 
ing up and down the streets, not one of them has 
come to us to be buried. 1 hough we should be 
loth to be any hinderance to our good friends the 
physicians, yet we cannot but take notice what in- 
fection her Majesty's subjects are liable to from the 
horrible stench of so many corpses. Sir, we will 
not detain you ; our case in short is this : here are 
we embarked in tliis undertaking for the public 
good : now, if people should be suffered to go on 
unburied at this rate, there is an end of the use- 
fullest manufactures and handicrafts of the king- 
dom : for where will be your sextons, coffin-makers, 
and plummers? what will become of your em- 
balmers, epitaph-mongers, and chief mourners ? 
We are loth to drive this matter any farther, though 
we tremble at the consequences ot it : for if it sliall 
be left to ever)' dead man's discretion not to be 
buried until he sees his time, no man can say where 
that will end; but thus much we will take upon us 
to nlhrm, that Fuch a toleration will be intolerable. 

" What would make us easy in this matter is no 
more, but tliat your worship would be pleased to 
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issue oat your orders to ditto Dead to repair forth- 
with to our office, in order to their interment ; 
where constant attendance shall be given to treat 
with all persons according to their quality, and the 
poor to be buried for nothing : and for the conveni- 
ence of such persons as are willing enough to be 
dead, bat that they are afraid their friends and re- 
lations should know jt, we have a back-door into 
Warwick-street, from whence they may be interred 
with all secrecy imaginable, and without loss of 
time, or hindrance of business. But in case of ob- 
itinacy,, for we would gladly make a thorough rid- 
tlance, we desire a further power from your wor- 
sliip, to take up such deceased as shall not have 
complied with your lirst orders, wherever we meet 
them : and if after that there shall be complaints of 
any persons so offending, let them lie at our doors. 
We are, your worship's until death. 

The master and company of Upholders/* 

*' P. S. We are ready to give in our printed pro- 
posals at large; and if your worship approves of our 
undertaking, we desire the following advertisement 
may be inserted in your next paper : 

" Whereas a commission of interment has been 
awarded against doctor John Partridge, philomath, 
professor of physic and astrology ; and whereas the 
said Partridge hath not surrendered himself, nor 
jhewn cause to the contrary -, these are to certify, 
that the company of Upholders will proceed to bury 
him from Cordwainer's-hall, on Tuesday the twenty- 
ninth instant, where any six of his surviving friends, 
who still believe him to be alive, are desired to 
come prepared to hold up the pall. 

'' Note ; we shall light away at six in the evening, 
tliere being to be a sermon." 

TOL. III. X 
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N°100. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1709. 



Jtm rtdit & F/ff o, ndnati StUwnia regiM. 

VlRO.£cLiV.ver.€, 

Setarniof jottice brings a golden age. R« W. 

Sheer-lane, November a8. 

I WAS last week taking a solitary walk in the garden 
of Lincoln*8-Inn (a favour that is indulged me bjr 
several of the benchers, who are my intindiate friends^ 
and grown old with me in this neighbourhood), 
when, according to the nature of men in years, who 
have made but little progress in the advancement of 
their fortune or their fame, I was repining at the 
sudden rise of many persons who are my juniors, 
2ind indeed at the unequal distribution of wealth, 
honour, and all other blcssin&;s of life. I was lost 
in this thought, when the night came upon me, and 
drew my mind into a far more agreeable contem- 
plation. The heaven above me appeared in all its 
glories, and presented me with such an hemisphere 
of stars, as made the most agreeable prospect ima- 
ginable to one who delights in the study of nature. 
It happened to be a freezing night, which had pu- 
rified the whole body of air into such a bright trans- 
parent aether, as made every constellation visible j 
and at the same time gave such a particular glowing 
to the stars, that I thought it the richest sky I had 
c\erseen. I could not behold a scene so wonder- 
fully adorned and lighted up, if I mny be allowed 
that expression, without suitable meditations on the 
author of such illustrious and amazing objects : for 
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lese occasions, philosophy suggests motives 
ligion, and religion adds pleasure to phi- 

soon as I had recovered my usual temper and 
ity of soul, I retired to my lodgings, with the 
action of having passed away a few hours in 
)roper employments of a reasonable crralure ; 
romising myself that my slumbers would be 
:, I no sooner fell into them, but I dreamed a 
1, or saw a vision, for I know not which to 
:, that seemed to rise out of my evening mcdi- 
i, and had something in it so solemn and se- 

that I cannot forbear communicating it; 
;h, I^ must confess, the wildness of imagina- 
which in a dream is always loose and irregular, 
irers itself too much in several parts of it. 
^thought I saw the same azure sky diversified 
the same glorious luminaries which had enter- 
i me a little before I fell asleep. I was look- 
'ery attentively on that sign in the heavens 
.1 is called by the name of the Balance, when, 
sudden, there appeared in it an extraordinary 

as if the sun should rise at midnight. By its 
ising in breadth and lustre, I soon found that 
proached towards the earth j and at length 

discern something like a shadow hovering in 
lidst of a great glory, which in a little lime 
I distinctly perceived to be the figure of a 
m. I fancied at first it might have been the 
, or intelligence that guided the constellation 
which it descended ; but, upon a nearer view, 
about her all the emblems with which the god- 
of. justice is usually described. Her coun- 
ice was unspeakably awful and majestic, but 
isitely beautiful to those whose eyes were 
y enough to behold it j her smiles transported 
rapture, her frowns terrified to despair. She 

I z 
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held in her hand a mirror^ endowed -mih the same 
qualities as that which the painters put into the 
hand of truth. 

There streamed from it a light, which distin- 
guished itself from all the splendors that surrounded 
her, more than a flash of lightning shines in the 
midst of day-light. As she moved it in her hand* 
it brightened the heavens, the air, or the earth. 
When she had descended so low as to be seen and 
heard by mortals, to make the pomp of her appear- 
ance more supportable, she threw darkness and 
clouds about her, that tempered the light into a 
thousand beautiful shades and colours, and multi- 
plied that lustre, which was before too strong and 
dazzling, into a variety of milder glories. 

In the mean time, the world was in an alarm, 
and all the inliabitants of it gathered' togetlier upon 
a spacious plain -, so that 1 seemed to have the 
whole species before my eyes. A voice was heard 
from the clouds, declaring the intention of this visit, 
which was to restore and appropriate to every one 
living what was his due. Ihe fear and hope, joy 
and sorrow, which appeared in that great assembly, 
after this solemn declaration, are not to be ex- 
pressed. The first edict was then pronounced, 
" That all titles and claims to riches and estates, or 
to any part of them, should .be immediately vested 
in the rightful owner." Upon this, the inhabitants 
of the earth held up the instruments of their tenure, 
whether in parchment, paper, wax, or any other 
form of convoyaiice ; and as the goddess moved the 
mirror of truth which she held in her hand, so that 
the liirht which flowed from it fell upon the multi- 
tude, they examined the several instruments by the 
hcanis of it. The rays of tliis mirror had a particu- 
lar (juality of setting lire to all forgery and falsehood. 
The blaze of papeis^ the melting of seals, and 
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acklmg of parchments, made a veiy odd scene. 
ie £re very often ran through two or three lines 
Ij, and then stopped. Though I could not but 
serve that the flames chiefly broke out among the 
lerlineations and codicils ; the light of the mirror, 
it was turned up and down, pierced into all the 
rk corners and recesses of the universe, and by 
3t means detected many writings and records 
licb had been hidden or buried by time, chance, 
design. This occasioned a wonderful revolution 
wiig the people. At the same time, the spoils of 
toriion, fraud, and robbery, with all the firits of 
iberyandcorruption^ were thrown together into a 
3.digious pile, that almost reached to the clouds, 
d was called, " The mount of restitution 3* to 
lich all injured persons were invited, to receive 
lat belonged to them. 

One might see crowds of people in tattered gar- 
jnts come up, and change cloaths with others that 
rrc dressed with lace and embroidery. Several 
10 were Plumbs, or very near it, became men of 
>dcrate fortunes ; and many others, who were 
?rgrown in wealth and possessions, bad no more 
t than what they usually spent. What moved 
' concern most was, to see a certain street of the 
latest credit in Europe from one end to the other 
:*ome bankrupt. 

rbe next command was, for the whole body of 
ukind to separate themselves into their proper 
iiilies ; which was no sooner done, but an edict 
s issued out, requiring all children '^ to repair to 
;ii true and natural fathers." This put a great 
•t of the assembly in motion -, for as the mirror 
s njnvrd over them, it inspired every one with 
li a raiaal iiisiinct, as directed them to their real 
•ffiii-. It was a very melancholy spectacle to see 
fcitl-crs of very large families become -childlessj 

I 3 
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and bachelors undone by a charge of sods and 
daughters. You might see a presumptive heir of a 
great estate ask blessing of his coachman, and a ce- 
lebrated toast paying her duty to a valet de chambrt. 
Many, under vows of celibacy, appeared surrounded 
with a numerous issue. This change of parentage 
would have caused great lamentation, but that the 
calamity was pretty common ; and that generally 
those who lost their children^ had the satisfaction m 
seeing them put into the bands of their dearest 
friencls* Men were no sooner settled in their right 
to th«5ir possessions and their progeny, but there was 
a third order proclaimed, '' That aU the posts of 
dignity and honour in the universe should be con- 
ferred on persons of the greatest merit, alnlitics, 
and perfection/' The handsome, the strong, and 
the wealthy, immediately pressed forward j but, 
not being able to bear the splendor of the mirror, 
which played upon their faces, they immediately fell 
back among the crowd : but as the goddess tried the 
multitude by her glass, as the eagle does its young 
ones by the lustre of the jsun, it was remarkable, 
that every one turned away his face from it, who 
had not distinguished himself either by virtue, 
knowledge, or capacity in business, either military 
or civiL This select assembly was drawn up in the 
center of a prodigious multitude, which was dif- 
fused on all sides, and stood observing them, as idle 
people use to gather about a regiment that are ex- 
ercising their arms. They were drawn up in three 
bodies : in the first, were the men of virtue ; in the 
second, men of knowledge; and in the third, the 
men of business. It was impossible to look at the first 
column without a secret veneration, their aspects 
were so sweetened with humanity, raised with con- 
templation, emboldened with resolution, and adorn- 
ed with the most agro^able airs, which are those 
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that proceed from secret habits of virtue. I could 
not but take notice, that there were many faces 
among them which were unknown, not only to 
the multitude, but even to several of their own 
body. 

In the second column, consisting of the men of 
knowledge, there had been great disputes before 
they fell into the ranks, which they did not do at 
last without the positive command of the goddess 
who presided over the assembly. She had so or- 
dered it, that men of the greatest genius and 
strongest sense were placed at the head of the 
column. Behind these were such as had formed 
their minds very much on the thoughts and writings 
of others. In the rear of the column were men 
who had more wit than sense, or more learning than 
understanding. All living authors of any value 
were ranged in one of these classes j but, I must 
confess, I was very much surprized to see a great 
body of editors, critics, commentators, and gram- 
marians, meet with so very ill a reception. They 
had formed themselves into a body, and with a 
great deal of arrogance demanded the first station 
in the column of knowledge ; but the goddess, in- 
stead of complying with their request, clapped them 
all into liveries, and bid them know themselves for 
no other but lacquies of the learned. 

The third column were men of business, and con- 
sisting of persons in military and civil capacities. 
The former marched out from the rest, and placed 
themselves in the front ; at which the others shook 
their heads at them, but did not think lit to dispute 
the post with them. I could not but make several 
observations upon this last column of people -, . but I 
have certain private reasons why I do not think fit 
to communicate them to the public. In order to fill 
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up a]l the posts of honour^ dignity, and profit, 
there was a draught made out of each column of 
men^ who were masters of all three qualifications 
in some degree, and were preferred to stations 
of the first rank. The second draught was made 
out of such as were possessed of any two of the 
qualifications, who were disposed of in stations 
of a second dignity. Those who were left, and 
were endowed only with one of them, had their 
suitable posts. When this was over, there re- 
mained many places of trust and profit unfilled^ for 
which there were fresh draughts made out of the 
Rurronnding multitude, who had any appearance of 
these excellencies, or were reconunended by those 
who possessed them in reality. 

All were surprized to see so many new faces 
in the most eminent dignities -, and for my own 
j)aTt, I was very well pleased to see that all my 
friends either kept tlieir present posts, or were ad- 
>anced lo higher. 

Having filled my pnper with those particulars of 
my vision which concern the male part of mankind, 
I tnust reserve for anotiier occasion the sequel of it^ 
which relates to the fair sex. 
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N"10I. THURSDAY, DECOIBER 1, 1709. 



^ ■ ■■ Postquam frfgft stthsel/ia vetsu^ 
Esitfit iniactam Faridi nisi njendut ^gaven. 

JUV. Sat. VII. 87. 

But white the common snffnge crown'd hi< cause. 
And broke ihe benches wiih ihcir loud applause ; 
His Mui>e had ttarv'd, had not a |):ece uiireai'^ 
Attd by a player bought^ supply *d liCi biead. 

DKYDcrc. 

From my own Apartment, Novemhcr 30, 

TaK progress of my intended account of what hap- 
pened when justice visited mortals, is at present in- 
terrupted by the observation and sense of an in- 
justice against which there is no remedy, even in a 
kingdom more hapj^ in the care taken of the li- 
berty and property of the subject, than any other 
nation upon earth. This iniquity is committed by a 
mo&t impregnable set of mortals, men who are 
rogues within the law ; and in tlie very commission 
ef what they are guilty of, professedly own that they 
forbear no injury, but from the terror of being pu- 
nished for it. These miscreants are a set of wretches 
we authors call pirates, who print any book, poem> 
or sermon," as soon as it appears in the world, in a 
smaHep volume. 5 and sell it, as all other thieves do 
stolen goods, at a cheaper rate. I was in my rage 
calling them rascals, plunderers, robbers, highway- 
men. But they acknowledge all that, and are 
pleased with those, as well as any other titles > nay, 
"wiil print them them{ielves„ to turn the penny *. 

^ This paper seems to have been occasioned by a pirated edi- 
tkon of ^ ihe Lucubcaiianr^" which came out jubi at thi& tiroe* 
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I am extremely at a loss how to act against sach 
opcii enemies^ who have not shame enough to be 
touched with our reproaches, and areas well defended 
against what we can say as what we can do. 
Railing, therefore, we must turn into complain^ 
which I cannot forbear making, when I consider 
that all the labours of my long life may be disap- i 
pointed by the first man that pleases to rob me. I 
had flattered myself, that my stock of learning was 
worth a hundred and ^fty pounds per anminiy which 
would very handsomely maintain me and my little 
family, who are so happy, or so wise, as to want 
only necessaries. Before men had come up to this 
bare-faced impudence^ it was an estate to have a 
competency of understanding. 

An ingenious drole, who is since dead (and in- 
deed it is well for him he is so, for he must have 
starved had he lived to this day), used to give me 
an account of his good husbandry in the manage- 
ment of his learning. He was a general dealer, and 
had his amusements as well comical as serioos. 
Tlie merry rogue said, " When he wanted a dinner, 
he writ a paragraph of Table Talk, and his book- 
seller' upon sight paid the reckoning." He was a 
very good judge of what would please the people, 
and could aptly hit both the genius of his readers, 
and the season of the year, in his writings. His 
brain, which was his estate, had as regular and dif- 
ferent produce as other men's land. From the be- 
ginning of November, until the opening of the 
campaign, he writ pamphlets and letters to members 
of parliament, or friends in the countr}'. But some- 
times he would relieve his ordinary readers with a 
murder, and lived comfortably a week or two upon 
" strange and lamentable accidents.'* A little be- 
fore the armies took the field, his way was to open 
your attention with a prodigy ; and a monster, well 



jr lOl* TATLER. 95 

writ, 'wras two guineas the lowest price. This pre- 
pared his readers for his *' great and bloody news** 
from Flanders, in June and July. Poor Tom I be 

i» gone But I observed, be always looked well 

after a battle, and was apparently fatter in a fighting 
jear. Had this honest careless fellow lived until 
iioMr^ famine bad stared him in the face, and inter- 
repted his merriment 5 as it must be a solid afRictioQ 
to att those whose pen is their portion. 

As for my part, I do not speak wholly for my 
own sake in this pointy for palmistry and astrology 
will bring me in greater gains than these my papers -, 
to that I am only in the condition of a lawyer, who 
leaves the bar for chamber-practice. However, I 
may be allowed to speak in the cause of learning 
itself, and lament that a liberal education is the only 
ox»e which a polite nation makes unprofitable. All 
mechanical artizans are allowed to reap the fruit of 
their invention and ingenuity without invasion -, but 
he that has separated himself from the rest of man- 
kind, and studied the wonders of the creation, the 
government of his passions, and the revolutions of 
the world, and has an ambition to communicate the 
effect of half his life spent in- such noble inquiries, 
has no property in what he is willing to produce, 
but is exposed to robbery and want, with this me- 
lancholy and just reflection, that be is the only man 
who is not protected by his country, at the sama 
time that he best deserves it. According to the or- 
dinary rules of computation, the greater the adven^ 
twe is, the greater ought to be the profit of those 
who succeed in it y and by this measure, none have 
pretence of turning their labours to greater advan- 
tage than persons brought up to letters. A learned 
education, passing through great schools and uni- 
verstlies, is very expensive 3 and consumes a mode- 
rate fortune, before it is gone through ia its proper 
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farmi. The purchase of an handsome comw 
or employment, which would give a man a 
figure in another kind of life, is to be mad 
much cheaper rate. Now, if we consider tL 
pensive voyage which is undertaken in the s 
of knowledge, and how few there are who t: 
any considerable merchandize, how less frequ 
is, to be able to turn what men have gaiiiec 
profit ; how hard is it, that the very small n\ 
who are distinguished with abilities to know 
to vend their wares, and have the good forti 
bring them into port, should suffer being plui 
hy privateers under the very cai\non that shoul 
tect them. ! The most eminent and useful aut 
the age we live in, after having laid out a pr 
revenue in works of charity and beneficence, 
came the greatness of his mind, and tlic sane 
his character, would have left the person i 
world who was the dearest to him in a narrov 
4ition, had not the sale of his inimorlal \vi 
brought her in a very considerable dowry; t 
it was impossible for it to be crjual to their 
Every one will know, that 1 hcu^ mean the. 
of the late urchbishop of Canterbury *, the c 
which was sold for two thousand five hi 
pounds. 

I do not speak with relation to any pcrty ; 
has happened, and may often so happen, thai 
of great learning and virtue cannot qualify 
selves for being employ ed in business, or rcc 
preferments. In this case, )on cut ihcm ofl" 
all support, if you take from them tlie benet 
may arise from their writings. For my own 
I have brought myself to consider things in ! 
pn^judiced a manner, that I esucm more a 

* Dr Jwlm TUlot:on. 
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1* ho can live by the products of his understanding, 
than one who does it by the favour of great men. 

The zeal of an author has transported nie thus 
far, though I think myself as much concerned in 
the capadty of a reader. If this practice goes on, 
we must never expect to see again a beautiful edition 
of a book in Great-Eritain. 

We have already seen the Memoirs of Sir William 
Temple, published in the same character and vo- 
i lume with the History of Tom Thamb, and the 
works of our greatest poets shrunk into penny- 
books and garlands. . For my own part, I expect 
to see my Lucubrations printed on browner paper 
\ than they are at present, and, if the humour con- 
I tinues, must be forced to retrench my expensive 
f way of living, and not smoke above two pipes a day. 

*^t* ^Ir- Charles Lillie, perfaraer, at the corner 
! of Beaufort-Buildings, has informed me, tliat 1 am 
obliged to several of my customers for coming to his 
•hop upon my recommendation, and has also given 
me further assurances of his upright dealing with 
all who;i^hall,be so kind as to make use of my name 
to hijpQ. I acknowledge this favour, and have, for 
the strvice of my friends who frequent his shop, 
used the force of magical powers to add value to his 
wares. By my knowledge in the secret operations 
of nature, I have made his powders, perfumed and 
plain, have the same effect as love-powder, to all 
who are too much enamoured to do more than dress 
at their mistresses. His amber, orange-fiower, 
musk, and civtt-violet, put only into an handker- 
chief, shall have the same elfcct towards an honour- 
able lover's wishes, as if he had been wrapped in 
his mother's smock. Wash-balls perfumed, cam- 
phired, and plain, shall restore complexions to that 

?OL. III. K 
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d^ee, that a connliy fox-faonte^ who uses tiieai, 
shaU, in a week's time, look with a^Coartly aoid if- 
fable paleness^ without using the bs^o or capping. 
N.B. Mr. lillie has snuffs^^ Sarcel^a^ Se^l, 
musty, plun, and Spanish^ wluch may OT taken by 
a young bq;inner witnout danger of sneezing. 

Skeer^iane, Nov, 30. 

^4*1 Whereas sevei^ walking dead persons ar* 
rived within the bills m mortality, 'before and si^i i 
the fifteenth instant, having been informed of nay 
warrant nven^ the company of Upholders, aog 
being terrified mereat, it not having been advertbed' 
that privUege or protection would be allowed, have 
resolved fmbwith to retire to their sevjExd and ffe 
spective abodea in the country, h§|>in|^9ieieby w 
elude any commission of Interment^nat may issne 
out against them ; and being informed of such their 
fallacious designs, I do hereby dve notioe> as w6U 
for the good of the public, as for the great vene* 
ration I have for the before-mentioned useful so- 
ciety, that a process is gone out against them ; and 
that, in case of contempt, they may be found, or 
heard oL at most cofiee-houses in axiflillxAt West* 
minster.' 

" I must desire my readers to help me out fixxn 
time to time in the correction of these my Essays $ 
for as a shaking hand does not always write legibly, 
the press sometimes prints one word for another; 
and when my paper is to be revised, I am perhaps 
so busy in observing the spots of the moon, .that I 
have not time to find out the Errata that are cre^ 
into my Lucubrations, _ 
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From my own Apartment, December 2. 

* A Continuation OT THE Vision. 

Thb male world were dismissed by the goddess of 
. justice, and disappeared, when on aludden the whole 
plain was covered with women. So charming a 
multitude filled my heart with unspeakable pleasure ; 
4ind as thCcel^tial light of the mirror shone upon 
their faces, seTO^al of them seemed rather persons 
that descended in the train of the goddess, than such 
who were brought before her to their trial. The 
dack of tongues, and confusion of voices, in this 
new assembly, were so very great, that the goddess 
was forced to command silence several times, and 
with some severity, before she could make them at- 
tentive to heif edicts. They were all sensible tliat the 
most important affair among woman-kind was then 
to be settled, which every one knows to be the [feint 
of place. This had raised innumerable disputes 
among tliem, and put the whole sex into a tumult. 
Every one produced her claim, and pleaded her pre- 
tensions. Birth, beauty i wit, or wealth, were words 
that rung in my ears from all parts of the plain. 
Some boasted of tli« merit of tlieir husbands ; others 
of their own power in governing them. Some pleaded 
their unspotted virginity ; others their numerous issue. 
Some valued themselves as ^fcey were the mothers, 
and others as they v/ere the daughters, of considera- 
ble persons. There was not a single accompli shoient 
unmeiitioned, or unpractised. The'^^^hole congre- 
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gation was full of singing, dancing, tossing, ogling, 
squeaking, smiling, sighing, fanning, frowning, and 
all tliose irresistible arts which women put in prac- 
tice, to captivate tlie hearts of reasonable creatures. 
The goddess, to end this di«^pute, caused it to be 
proclaimed, " that every one should take place ac- 
cording as she was more or less beautiful.'* This 
declaration gave great satisfaction to the whole as- 
sembly, which immcdij^ly bridled up^ and appeara^ 
in all its beauties. Such as believed themselves 
graceful in tiieir motion found an occasion of falling 
back, advancing^-forward, or making a false step, 
tliat they might shew their persons in tlie most be- 
coming air. Such as had tine necks and bosoms 
were wonderfully curious to look oyg: thib heads of^ 
the multitude, and observe the most mstant parts of 
tlic assembly. Several clapt their hands on their 
foreheads, as helping tlieir sight to look upon the 
glories that surrounded the goddess, but in reality to 
shew fine hands and arms. The ladies were yet 
better pleased, when they heard "that, in the deci- 
sion of this great controversy, each of them should 
be her own judge, and take her place according 
to her own opinion of herself, when she consulted 
her looking-glass." 

The goddess then let down the mirror of truth in 
a golden chain, which appeared larger in proportion 
as it descended and approached nearer to the eyes of 
the beholders. It was the particular property of this 
looking-glass, to banish all false appearances, and 
shew people what they arc. I'he whole woman was 
represented, without regard to the usual external 
features, which were made entirely conformable to 
thriv real characters, jfn short, the most accom- 
plished, taking in the whole circle of female perfec- 
ti;)iis, were tlie most beautiful; and the most de- 
fective, the mokt deformed. The goddess so varied 
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the motion of the glass, and placed it in so many 
different lights, that each had an opportunity of 
seeing herself in it. 

It is impossible to describe the rage, the pleasure, 
or astonishment, that appeared in each face upon its 
representation in the mirror ; multitudes started at 
their own form, and would have broke the glass if 
they could have reached it. Many saw their bloom- 
ing features wither as they looked upon them, and 
their self-admiration turned into a loatliing and ab- 
horrence. The lady who was diought so agreeable 
in her anger, and was so often celebrated for a wo- 
man of fire and spirit, was frightened at her own 
image, and fancied she saw a Fury in the glass. The 
interested mistress beheld a Harpy, and the subtle 
jilt a Sphinx. I was very much troubled in my own 
heart, to see such a destruction of tine faces j but at 
tlie same time had the pleasure of seeing several im- 
proved, which I had before looked upon as the great- 
est master -piece of nature. I observed, tliat some? 
few were so humble as to be surprized at tlieir own 
charms, and that many a one, who had lived in the 
retirement and severity of a Vestal, shined forth in 
all the graces and attractions of a Siren. I was ra- 
vished at the sight of a particular image in tlie mir- 
h)r, "which I think the most beautiful object that my 
eyes ever beheld. There was something more tlian 
human in her countenance : her eyes were so full of 
light, that they seemed to beautify every thing they 
looked upon. Her face was enlivened \\ ith such a 
florid bloom, as did not so properly seem the mark 
of health, as of immortality. Her shape, her stature, 
and her mien, were such as distinguished her even 
there, where the whole fair sex was assembled. 

1 was impatient to see tlie lady represented by so 
divine an image, whom I found to be tlu- person 
that stocd at my right hand, and in the same point 

^3 
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of view with myself. This was a little old woman^ 
who in her prime had been about fire feet high, 
though at present shrunk to about three quarters of 
that measure. Her natural aspect was puckered up 
with wrinkles, and her head covered with gray hairs. 
I had observed all along an innocent chearfulness in 
her face, which was now heightened into raptures, as 
she beheld herself in the glass. It was an odd cir- 
cumstance in my dream, but I cannot forbear relat- 
ing it, I conceived so great an inclination towards 
her, that I had thoughts of discoursing her upon the 
point of marriage, when on a sudden she was carried 
from me ; for the word was now given, that all who 
were pleased with their own images should separate^ 
and place themselves at the head of their sex. 

This detachment was afterwards divided into three 
bodies, consisting of maids, wives, and widows j the 
wives being placed in the middle, with the maids 
on the right, and widows on the left, though it was 
with difficulty that these two last bodiei were hin- 
dered from falling into tlie centre. This separation 
of those who liked their real selves not having lessen- 
ed the number of the main body so considerably as 
it might have been wished, the goddess, after hav- 
ing drawn up her mirror, tliought lit to make new 
distinctions among those who did not like the figure 
which they saw in it. She made several wholesome 
edicts, which are slipped out of n>y mind ; but there 
were two which dwelt upon me, as being very ex- 
traordinary in their kind, and executed with great 
sevcrily. Their design was, to make an example of 
two extremes in the female world ; of those who are 
very severe on the conduct of others, and of those 
who arc very regardless of their own. The first sen- 
tence, tliercfore, the goddess pronounced was, that 
all females addicted to censoriousness and detraction 
should lose the use of speech 3 a punishment whicU 



N» 102. * TATLER. 103 

would be the most grievous to the offender, and, 
what should be the end of all punishments, cllectual 
for rooting out the crime. Upon tliis edict, which 
was as soon executed as published, the noise of the 
assembly very considerably abated. It was a melan- 
choly spectacle, to see so many who had the reputa- 
tion of rigid virtue struck dumb. A lady who stood 
by me, and saw my concerA§ told me, " she won- 
dered how I could be concerned for such a pack of 
.'* I found, by the shaking of her head, she 
was going to give me their characters j but, by her 
saying no more, I perceived she had lost the com- 
mand of her tongue. This calamity fell very heavy 
upon that part of women who are distinguished by 
the name of Prudes, a courtfy word for female hy- 
pocrites, who have a short way to bifcig virtuous, 
by shewing that others are vicious. The second sen- 
tence was then pronounced against tlie loose part of 
the sex, tliat all should immediately be pregnant, 
who in aap part of their lives hid run the iiazard of 
it. This produced a very goodly appearance, and 
revealed so many misconducts, tliat made those who 
were lately struck dumb repine more ^an ever at 
their want of utterance } tliough at the same time, 
as afflictions seldom come single, many of the mutes 
were also seized with tliis new calamity. X^e ladies 
were now in such a condition, thaitthey would have 
wanted room, had oii. the plain been large enough 
to let them divide ineir ground, and extend their 
lines on all sides. It was a sensible affliction to me, 
to see such a multitude of fair ones, either dumb or 
bigbellied. But I was something more at ease, when 
I found that they agreed upon several regulations to 
cover such misfortunes. Among others, that it 
ihotild be an established maxim in all nations, that a 
woman's first child might come into the world within 
six months after her acquaintance with her husband 5 
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and that grief might retard the birtli of her last until 
fourteen months after his decease. 

This vision lasted until my usual hour of waking, 
which 1 did with some surprize, to find myself alone 
after hiving been engaged almost a whole night in 
so prodigious a multitude. I could not hut n'ri(*et 
with wonder at the piutiality and extravagance of my 
vision; which, accorofng to my thoughts, has not 
doiK justice to the sex. If virtue in men is more 
\enerahle, it is in women more lovely; which Mil- 
ton has very fmely expressed in his Paradise Ix)>t, 
where Adam, speaking of live, after having asserted 
liis own pre-eminence, as Ixiiu*^ first in creation 
and internal facuhicK, breaks out into llic following 
rapture: 

—-Yet wiTn I approach 
Her lovclmi*') M absolute she iceniri 
yNnd in herkelf compleut, so well to know 
H. r owDy tlint wh <t she Willi, or do, oi i.tyi 
Sccnii wisest, vii'tuoH|e(.t, discrcete^(, be»l. ^ 
AM higher knowlc>>ce in her pretence falls 
P'Rr.<ileil, wiKiloii) in dif^cowise uith ht-r 
I.oKes (liscountei>aiic'd, aiul lik*^ fi'lly thews. 
Aiii!u>iity tiu) reason on her wait, 
As one intciulcii firbC, not ificr m;ido 
()(caiu>nally. And, to c msun'mate all, 
( i ic.it ne. I! of mind, antl iioMrnrsi:, t^eir teat 
Fm'd in h.T l^vtlwit, and cre.ue an awo 
A-)uui her, as a j^iurd angel. c pU^ 
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N'l03. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1709. 



I Ha nuga ser/a ducunt 

In mjfaf derisum seme/f exccptumjue unistrt, 

HOR. Ars Poet. vcr. 452, 

These toys will once to ser.ou'? mi'diiefs fall, 
Whea he is langh'U aI, when 1 e*:> jecr'U by all. 

Creech. 

From my oivn Apartment, December 5. 

There is nothing gives a man. a greater satisfaction, 
than the sense of having di>-:patched a great (\v?\ ojf 
business, especially when it turns to the public emo- 
lument. I have much pleasure of this kind upon my 
spirits at present, occasioned by the fatigue of affairs 
which I wont tlirough last Saturday. It is some 
time since I set apart that day for examining ihe 
pretensions of several who had applied to mc for 
canes, perspective^glasses, snuff-boxes, orange- 
flower- waters, and die like ornaments of life. l\\ 
order to adjust this matter, I had before directed 
Charles Liliie, of Beaufort-Buildings, to prepare a 
great bundle of blank licences in the following words : 
*' You are hereby required to permit the bearer 
of this cane to pass and repass through the ilreets 
and suburbs of London, or any place within ten miles 
of it, without let or molestation, provided that lie 
does not walk with it under his arm, brandish it in 
the air, or hang it x>n a button : in which case it 
shall be ibrfcitcdj and I hereby declare it forfciteJ, 
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to any one who shall think it safe to take it from 
him. 

'' Isaac BtcKERSTAFF." 

The same fonn, differing only in the provisos, vtjM 
serve for a perspective, snuff-box, or perfumed hand- 
kerchief. I had placed myself in my elbow-chair at 
the upper-end of my great parlour, having ordered 
Charles Lillie to take his place upon a joint-stool, 
witli a writing-desk before him. John Morphew 
also took his station at the door 5 I having, for his 
good and faithful services, appointed him my cham- 
ber-keeper upon court-days. He let me know, tliat 
there was a great number attending without. Upon 
which I ordered him to give notice, that I did not 
intend to sit upon snuff-boxes tliat day ; but that 
tliose who appeared for canes might enter. The first 
presented me with the following petition, which I 
ordered Mr. Lillie to read. 

*' To Isaac Bickerstafp, Esquire, Censor of 

Great Britain. 

'^ The humble petition of Simon Tripp it, 
" Sheweth, 

'* That your petitioner having been bred up to a 
cane from his youth, it is now become as necessary 
to him as any other of his limbs. 

" That, a gi-eat part of his beliaviour depending 
upon it, he should be reduced to tlie utmost neces- 
sities if he should lose the use of it. 

** That the knocking of it upon his shoe, leaning 
one leg upon it, or whistling with it on his mouth, 
are such great reliefs to him in conversation, tliat he 
does not know how to be good company without it. 

*' That he is at present engaged in an amour, and 
must despair of success if it be taken from him. 
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" Your petitioner, therefore, hopes, that, the pre- 
mises tenderly considered, your worship will not de- 
prive him of so useful and so necessary a support. 

'* And your petitioner shall ever, &.c/* 

Upon the hearing of his case, I was touched with 
some compassion, and the more so, when, upon ob- 
serving him nearer, I found he was a Prig, I bid 
him produce his cane in court, which he had left at 
the door. He did so, and I finding it to be very 
curiously clouded, with a transparent amber head, 
and a blue ribband to hang upon his wrist, I imme* 
diately ordered my clerk Lillie to lay it up, and de- 
liver out to him a plain joint, headed with walnut ; 
and then, in order to wean him from it by degrees, 
permitted him to wear it three days in a week, and 
to abate proportionably until he found himself able 
to go alone. 

The second who appeared came Umping into the 
court : and setting forth in his petition many pre- 
tences for the use of a cane, .1 caused them to be 
examined one by one j but finding him in different 
stories, and confronting him with several witnesses 
who had seen him walk upright, I ordered Mr. Lillie 
to take in his cane, and rejected his petition as 
frivolous. 

A third made his entry with great difficulty lean- 
ing upon a slight stick, and in danger of falling every 
step he took. I saw the weakness of his hams j and 
hearing that he had married a young wife about O' 
fortnight before, I bid him leave his cane, and gave 
him a new pair of crutches, with which he went off 
in great vigour and alacrity. This oentlemau was 
succeeded by another, who seemed veiy much pleas- 
ed while his petition was reading, in which he had 
represented. That he was extremely afflicted witlx 
tlie gout, and set his foot upon the ground with the 
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you. In fbort, what are snares for otben — ** Mj 
petitioner would hear no mote, but told me rtrj se- 
riouslj^ "Mr. BickerstafiF, yon •quite nustake your 
man^ it is the joy, the pleasure, the employment of 
ray lifei to fteouent public assemblies, and naze vf* 
on the fair/' Jn a word, I found his use ctfa glass 
was occasioned by no other infirmity but hia vamty, 
and was not so much designed to make him see, as 
to make him be seen and distinguished by otluav. I, 
therefore, refused him a licence for a penpective,- 
but allowed him a pair of spectacles, with niU per- 
mission to use them in any public assembly as be 
should think fit. He was followed by so very tew 
of this order of men, that I have reason ta hope this 
sort of cheats is almost at an end. 

The orange-fiower-men appeared next with jpeti« 
f ions, perfumed so strongly with musk, that 1 waa 
almost overcome with the scent $ and for my own 
sake was obliged forthwith to license their baudker« 
cliiefs, especially when I found they had sweetened 
them at Charles Lillie*s, and that some of their per- 
sons would not be altogether inofiensive without 
them. John Morpbew, whom I have made tlie ge- 
neral of ray dead men, acquainted me, '' that the 
petitioners Were all of that order, and could pro- 
duce certificates to prove it, if I required it." 1 was 
so well pleased with this way of tlieir embalming 
themselves, that I commanded the abovesaid Mor- 
phew to give it in orders to his whole array, that 
every one, who did not surrender himself up to be 
disposed of by the upholders, should use the same 
method to keep himself sweet during his present 
state of putrefaction. 

I finished my session with great content of mind, 
reflecting upon the good I had done $ for however 
slightly men mav regard these particulars, ''and 
liitie tollies n aress and behaviour, they lead to 
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reater evils. The bearing to be laughed at for such 
ingularities, teaches us insensibly an impertinent 
artitude, and enables us to bear public censure for 
[lings which more substantially deserve it." By this 
leans they open a gate to folly, and oftentimes ren- 
er a man so ridiculous, as to discredit his virtues 
nd capacities, and unqualify them from doing any 
ood in the world. Besides, the giving into uncom- 
lon habits of this nature, is a want of that humble 
eference which is due to mankind, and, what is 
7orst of all, the certain indication of some secret 
law in the mind of the person that commits them. 
Vhen I was a young man, I remember a gentleman 
f great integrity and worth was very remarkable 
^r wearing a broad belt, and a hanger instead of a 
ishionable sword, though in all other points a very 
7cll-bred man. I suspected him at first sight to have 
araething wrong in him, but was not able for a 
mg while to discover any collateral proofs of it. I 
ratched him narrowly for six-and-thirty years, when 
t last, to tlie surprize of every body but myself, 
rho had long expected to see the folly break out^ 
e married his own cook^maid. 
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N''104. THURSDAY, DECEMBERS, 1109. 



Garrii mmlu 
Sm rtfabtlitu ■■ * HOR. i Sat; vt. 7I. 

He tolls an old wife's tale very pertinently. 

From my own Apartment ^ December 7. 

My brother Tranquillus being gone out of town for 
some days, my sister Jenny sent me word she would 
come and dine with me^ and therefore desired me tp 
have no other company. I took care accordinsly* and 
was not a little pleased to see her enter the room 
with a decent and matron-like behaviour, which I 
tliought very much became her. I saw ^he had a 
grc at deal to say to me, and easily discovered in her 
eyes, and the air of her countenance, that she had 
aoundance of satisfaction in her heart, whiph she 
longed to communicate. However, I was resolved 
to let her break into her discourse her own way, and 
reduced her to a thousand little devices and intima- 
tions to bring me to tlie mention of her husband. 
But, hnding I was resolved nut to name him, she 
began of her own accord. " My husband," said 
f»hc, " gives his humble service to you," to which 
I only answered, ** I hope he is well j" and without 
waiting for a reply, fell into other subjects. She at 
last was out of all patience, and said, with a smile 
and manner that I thought had more beauty and 
spirit than I had ever observed before in her, *' 1 did 
not think, brother, you had been so ill-natured. 
You have seen, ever since I came in, that 1 had a 
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mind to talk of my husband, an^ you will not be so 
kind as to give me an occasiop.** — " I did not know,'* 
said I, " but it might be a disagreeable subject to 
you. You do not take me for so old-fasihioned a 
fellow as to think of entertaining a young lady with 
the discourse of her husband. I know, nothing is 
more acceptable than to speak of one who is to be 
so ; but to speak of one who is so ! indeed, Jenny, 
I am a better bred man than you think me.** She 
shewed a little dislike at my raillery 5 and by her 
bridling up, I perceived she expected to be treated 
hereafter not as Jenny Distaff, but Mrs. Tranquillus, 
I was very well pleased with this change in her hu- 
mour 5 and, upon talking with her on several subjects^ 
I could not but ^ncy that I saw a great deal of her 
husband's way and manner in her remarks^ her 
phrases, the tone of her voice, and the very air of 
her countenance. This gave me an unspeakable sa- 
tisfaction, not only because I had found her an hus- 
band, from whom she could learn many things that 
were laudable, but also because I looked upon her 
imitation of him as an infallible sign that she entirely 
loved him. This is an observation that I never knew 
fail, though I do not remember that any other has 
made it. The natural shyness of her sex hindered 
her from telling me the greatness of her own passion j 
but I easily collected it from the representation she 
gave me of his. ** I have every thing,'* says she, 
*' in Tranquillus, that I can wish for 5 and enjoy in 
him, what indeed you have told me were to be niet 
with in a good husband, the fondness of a lover, the 
tenderness of a parent, and the intimacy of a friend." 
It transported me to see her eyes swimming in tears 
of atfection when she spoke. " And is there not, 
dear sister,'* said I, " more pleasure in the posses- 
sion of such a luan, than in all the litde imperti- 
nencies of balls^ assemblies, and equipage^ which 

^ 3 
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it cost me so mach pains to malEe yoa oootenm?" 
She answered, smiling, '' Tranquilluf has made me 
a sincere convert in a few weeks, though I am 
afraid you could not have done it in your whole 
life. To tell you truly, I have only one fear halt- 
ing upon me, which is apt to give me trouble in the 
midst of all my satisfactions : I am afraid, you must 
know, that I shall not always make the same amia- 
ble appearance in his eye that I do at present. You 
know, brother BickerstaflT, that vou have the repn- 
t3tion of a conjurer ; and if you nave any one secret 
in your art to make your sister always beautiful, I 
should be happier than if I were mistress of all the 
worlds you have shown me in a starry night.*'— 
** Jenny," said I, " without having recourse to 
magic, I shall give you one plain rule, that wiU not 
fail of making you always amiable to a man who 
has so great a passion for you, and is of so equal and 
reasonable a temper as Tran<)uillus. Endeavour to 
please, and you must please; be always in the same 
disposition as you are when you ask for this secret, 
and you may take my word, you will never want it. 
An inviolable fidelity, good humour, and compla- 
cency of temper, outlive all the charms of a fine 
face, and make the decays of it invisible." 

We discoursed very long upon this head, which 
was equally agreeable to us both ; for I must con- 
fess, as I tenderly love her, I take as much plea- 
sure in giving her instructions for her welfare, as 
Flie herself does in receiving them. I proceeded, 
therefore, to Inculcate these sentiments, by relating 
a Very particular passage that happened within my 
own knowledge. 

There were several of us making merry at a 
friend's house in a country village, when tlic sexton 
of the parish-church entered the room in a sort of 
surprize^ and told us, " that &» he was digging a 
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grave in the chancel, a little blow of his pick-ax 
opened a decayed coffin, in which there were seve- 
ral written papers." Our curiosity was immediately 
raised, so that we. went to the place where the 
sexton had been at work, and found a great con- 
course of people about the grave. Among the rest, 
there was an old woman, who told us, the person 
buried there was a lady whose name I do not think 
fit to mention, though there is nothing in the story 
but what tends very much to her honour *. This 
lady lived several years an exemplary pattern of con- 
jugal love, and, dying soon after her husband, who 
every way answered her character in virtue and af- 
fection, made it her death-bed request, '* that all 
the letters which she had received from him both 
before and after her marriage should be buried in 
the coffin with her." These, I found upon exami- 
nation, were the papers before us. Several of them 
had suffered so much by time, that I could only 
pick out a few words ; as my soul / iUies ! roses ! 
dearest angel ! and the like. One of them, which, 
was legible throughout, ran thus. 

*' Madam, 
*' If you would know the greatness of my love, 
consider that of your own beauty. That blooming 
countenance, that snowy bosom, that graceful per- 
son, return every moment to my imagination : the 
brightness of your eyes hath hindered me from 
closing mine since I last saw you. You may still 
add to your beauties by a smile. A frown will 
make me the most wretched of men, as I am the 
most passionate of lovers." 

* A son of Sir Thomas Chichelcy, one of King Wiltiim's 
adniiralf, assured the very respectable communicator of this 
Docc, chat the lady her^ alltided to was his mother, and that the 
icKers were seouint. 
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It tilled the whole company with a deep melan- 
choly, to compare the description of the letter with 
the person that occasioned it, who was now reduced 
to a few crumbling bones and a little mouldering 
heap of earth. With much ado I decyphered anor 
thcr letter, which began with, '' My dear, dear 
wife," This gave me a curiosity to see how the 
style of one written in marriage differed from one 
written in courtship. To my surprize, I found the 
fondness rather augmented than lessened, though 
the panegyric turned upon a different accomplish* 
meiit. The words were as follow : 

*' Before this short absence from you, I did not 
know that I loved you so much as I really do; 
though, at the same time^ I thought I loved you as 
much as possible. I am under great apprehension, 
lest you snould have any uneasiness whilst I am de- 
frauded of my share in it, and cannot think of 
tasting any pleasures that you do not partake with 
inc. Pray, my dear, be careful of your health, if 
for no other reason, but because you know I could 
not outlive you. It is natural in absence to make 
professions of an inviolable constancy ; but towards 
8o much merit, it is scarce a virtue, especially when 
it is but a bare return to that of which you have 
given me such continued proofs ever since our first 
acquaintance. I am, &c." 

It happened that the daughter of these two ex- 
cellent persons was by when I was reading this 
letter. At the sight of the coffin, in which was the 
body of her mother, near that of her fatlicr, she 
melted into a flood of tears. As I had heard a 
great character of her virtue, and observed in her 
this instance of filial piety, I could not resist my 
natural inclination of giving advice to young people, 
and tiierefore addressed myself to her. *• loung 
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lady/* said I, *' you see how short is the possession 
of that beauty, in which nature has been so liberal 
to you. You find the melancholy sight before you 
is a contradiction to the first letter that you heard on 
that subject ; whereas you may. observe, the second 
letter, which celebrates your mother's constancy, is 
itself, being found in this place, an argument of it. 
But, Madam, I ought to caution you, not to think 
the bodies that lie before you your father and youx 
mother. Know, their constancy is rewarded by a 
nobler union than by this minghng of their ashes, 
jn a state where there is no danger or possibility of 9 
second separation.*' \ 
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Sheer-laney Decemler 9. 

As soon as my midnight studies are finished, I taka 
but a very short repose, and am again up at an ex- 
ercise of another kind; that is to say> niy fencing. 
Thus my life passes away in a resdess pursuit of 
fame, and a preparation to defend myself against 
such as attack it. This anxiety in the point of re^ 
putation is the peculiar distress of fine spirits, and 
makes them liable to a thousand inquietudes, from 
which men of grosser understandings are exempt $ 
so that nothing is more common, than to see one 
part of mankind live at perfect ease under such cir- 
cumstances as would make another part of them cn-» 
Urely miserable. 
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This may serve for a preface to the history of 
poor Will Rosin, the fidler of Wapping, who is a 
man as much made for happiness and a quiet lifbi 
as any one breathing $ but has been lately entangled 
in so many intricate and unreasonable distresses, as 
would have made him, had he been a man of too 
nice honour, the most wretched of all mortals. I 
came to the knowledge of his affairs by mere acci- 
dent. Several of the narrow end of our lane hav- 
ing made an appointment to visit some friends be- 
yond Saint Katnarine*8, where there was to be a 
merry meeting, they would needs take with them 
the old gentleman, as they are pleased to call me. 
I, who value my company by their good- will ^ which 
naturally has the same effect as good- breeding, was 
not too stately, or too wise, to accept of the invi- 
tation. Our design was to be spectators of a sea- 
ball J to which I readily consented, provided I 
might be incognito, being naturally pleased with 
the survey of human life in all its degrees and cir- 
cumstances. In order to this merriment. Will" 
Rosin, who is the Corelli of the IFapping side, as 
Tom Scrape is the Bononcini of Redriffe^ was im- 
mediately sent for ; but, to our utter disappoint- 
ment, poor Will was under an arrest, and desired 
the assistance of all his kind masters and mistresses, 
or he must go to gaol. The whole company re- 
ceived his message with great humanity, and very 
generously threw in their half-pence a-piece in a 
great dish, which purchased his redemption out of 
the hands of the bailiffs. During the negociation 
for his enlargement, I had an opportunity of ac- 
quainting myself with his history. 

Mr. William Rosin, of the parish of Saint Ka- 
tharine, is somewhat stricken in years, and nvir- 
ried to a young widov, who has very much the 
ascendant over him 3 this degenerate age being so 
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per/ertcd in all things^ that, even in the state of 
:natriinony, the young pretend to govern their 
ciders. The musician is extremely fond of her; 
but is often obliged to lay by his fiddle, to hear 
louder notes of hers, when she is pleased to be angry 
with him : for you are to know. Will is not of 
consequence enough to enjoy her conversation but 
when she chides him, or makes use of him to carry 
on her amours : for she is a woman of stratagem ; 
and even in that part, of the world, where one 
would expect but very little gallantry, by the force 
of natural genius, she can be sullen, sick, out of 
humour, splenetic, want new cloaths, and more 
money, as well as if she had been bred in Cheap- 
side, or Cornhill. She was lately under a secret 
discontent, upon account of a lover she was like to 
lose by his marriage ; for her gallant, Mr. Ezekiel 
Boniface, had been twice asked in the church, in 
order to be joined in matrimony with Mrs. Winifred 
Dimple, spinster, of the ^same parish. Hereupon 
Mrs. Rosin was far gone in that distemper which 
well -governed husbands know by the description of, 
** I am I know not how;'* and Will soon under- 
stood^-that it was his part to inquire into the oc- 
casion* of her melancholy, or suffer as the cause of it 
himself. After much importunity, all he could get 
out of her was, " that she was the most unhappy 
and the most wicked of all women, and had no friend 
in the world to tell her grief to." Upon this, Will 
doubled his importunities j but she said, ** that she 
should break her poor heart, if he did not take a 
solemn oath upon a book, that he would not be 
angry j and that he would expose the person who 
had wronged her to all the world, for the ease of 
her mind, which was no way else to be quieted. 
The fidler was so melted, that he immediately 
kbsed her, and afterwards the book. When his 
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oath was taken, she began to lament hendfi and 
revealed to him, '' that, miserable woman as she 
was, she had been false to his bed.*^ Will wss 
glad to hear it was no worse j but, before he ooold 
reply, '* nay,** said she, " I will make yon aU the 
atonement I can, and take shame upon me, by pro* 
claiming it to all the world, which is the only thing 
that can remove my present terrors of mind. TU* 
was indeed too true, for her design was to prevent 
Mr. Boniface's marriage, which was all she appre- 
hended, WiU was tliorougr^ly angry, and b^n to 
curse and swear, the ordinary expressions of passion 
in persons of bis condition. Upon which his wife— 
" Ah, William ! how well you mind the oath you 
have taken, and the distress of your poor wife, who 
can keep nothing froai you ! I nope you will not be 
such a peijured wretch as to mrswear yourself.'* 
The fidler answered, " that his oath obnged him 
only not to be angry at what was passed ; but I find 
you intend to make me laughed at all over Wap- 
ping."—'* No, no," replied Mrs. Rosin, " I sec 
well enough what you would be at, you poor- 
spirited cuckold ! You are afraid to expose Boniface, 
who has abused your poor wife, and would fain 
persuade me still to suffer the stings of conscience ; 
but I assure you, sirrah, I will not go to the de\il 
for you.'* Poor Will was not made for contention, 
and, beseeching her to be pacified, desired " she 
would consult the good of her soul her own way, 
for he would not say her nay in any thing." 

Mrs. Rosin was so very loud and public in her 
invectives ngainst Boniface, that the parents of his 
mistress furbad the banns, and his match was pre- 
vented; which was the whole design of this accp 
stratagem. The father of Boniface brought his 
^ction of defamation, arrested the fidler, and re- 
covered damages. This was the distress fronx 
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Itaviour of thig petitioner^ pronounces the said 
Je&cry Groggram a live man, and will not suffer 
that he should bury himself out of modesty ; but 
requires him to remain among the livings as an ex- 
ample to those obstinate dead men, who will neither 
labour for life, nor go to their grave. 

N. B. Mr. Groggram is the first person that has 
come in upon Mr. Bickerstaffs dead warrant. 

fi-f Florinda demands, by her letter of this day, 
to be allowed to pass for a living woman, having 
danced the Derbyshire Hornpipe in the presence of 
several friends on Saturday last. 

Granted ; provided she can bring proof, that she 
c-jLH make a pudding on the twenty-fourth instant. 



Nno^ THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1709- 



■ ■ j4b miser f 

^anta laboras in Ounyhdi^ 

Vigfie fuer meiiwefiamma f 

HOR. I. Od. xxvii. to. 

l^ohappy, youth ! dotli she surprize ? 

And have her flames posseu'd 

Thy h«roing breast ? 
Thoa didst deserve a dart from kinder eyes. 

Crxxch. 

ShecT'lane, Decemlrer 14, 

About four this afternoon, which is the hour I 
rusually put myself in a readiness to receive com- 
pany, there entered a gentleman^ who I believed at 
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mendadon from me for a new iiiTention of ksocken 
to doors, which he told me he had made, and ipny 
fessed to teach rustic servants the nse of them. 1 
desired him to show me an experiment of this in* 
vention ; upon which he fixed one of his knockes 
to my parlour-door. He then gave me a compleh 
set of knocks, from the solitary rap of the don an 
beggar, to the thnndenngs of the saucy footman e 
quality, with several flourishes and rattlings neve 
yet performed. He likewise played over somejpii 
vate notes, distingubhing the nimiliar friend o 
relation from the most modish visitor ; and directtn] 
when the reserve candles are to be lighted. He ha 
several other curiosities in his art. He waits onl^ 
to receive my approbation of the main design, ti! 
is now ready to practise to such as shall amuy them 
st'lves to him ; but I have put off his public liceno 
until next court-day. 

N. B. He teaches under-ground. 
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— LrveHla Jitjeetl memkra f^ttm, 

HOR. T. Sat XV. %u 

You will fiod tb« limbs of a dismemhcr'd pott. 

JVilVs Coffee-house, December la. 

I WAS this evening sitting at the side-table, m 
rending one of my own Papers with great satis 
faction not knowing that I was observed by any i: 
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tlie room. I had Hot long enjoyed this secret plea- 
lore of an author, when a gentleman, some of whose 
ivorks I have been highly entertained with, ac- 
oofted me after the following manner. '* Mr. Bick- 
cntaflr> you know I have for some years devoted my- 
lelf whoUy to the Muses, and, perhaps, you will 
be surprized when I tell you 1 am resolved to 
fake up» and apply myself to business. 1 shall, 
therefcMre, beg yoii will stand my friend, and re- 
commend a customer to me for several goods that I 
have DOW upon my hands.'* — '' I desired him to let 
me have a particular ^, and I would do my utmost 
to serve him." — " I have first of all," says he, ** ihe 
progress of an amour digested into sonnets, be- 
ginning with a poem to the unknown fair, and end- 
ing with an epithalamium, I have celebrated in it 
her cruelty, her pity, her face, her shape, her wit, 
her good humour, her dancing, her singing**— I 
coidd not forbear interrupting him ; *' This is a 
most accomplished lady,*' said I ; '< but has she 
really, with all tliese perfections, a fine voice ?"— 
** Pugh," says he, " you do not believe there ift 
such a person in nature. This was only my em- 
ployment in solitude last summer, when I had nei- 
ther friends nol: books to divert me." — " I was go- 
ing," said I, " to ask her name, but I find it is only 
animaginary mistress."— "That's true," replied my 
fnend, ^ but her name is Flavia. I have," conti- 
nued he, " in the second place, a collection of lam- 
poons, calculated either for the Bath, Tun bridge, or 
any place where they drink waters, with blank 
spaces, for the names of such person or persons a» 
may be inserted in tliem on occasion. Thus much 
I have told only of what I have by me, proceeding 
from love and malice. I have also at this time the 

# The technical phrase of an aoctioneer. 

M % 
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sketch of an heroic poem upon the next peace : : 
veral, indeed, of the verses are either too long 
too short, it being a rough draught of my thoti|i 
upon that subject/' I thereupon told him, ** Th 
as it was, it might probably pats for a very g< 
Pindaric, and 1 believed I knew one who would 
willing to deal with him for it upon that foot, 
inust tell you also,*' aaid he, *' I have made a de 
cation to it, which is about four sides close writt 
ihat msxy serve any one that is tall, and understai 
Latin. I liave further, about Mty similes, that w 
never yet applied, besides thx«e-and-twenty < 
Bcriptions of me sun rising, that might be of gi 
use to an epic poet. These are my more bulky cc 
modities : besides which, I have several small wt 
that I would part with at easy ratea > as^ obs 
vations upon life, and moral sentences, redu 
into seveial couplets, very proper to close up acti 
plays, and may be easily introduced by two or th 
lines of prose, either in tragedy or comedy, J 
could find a purchaser curious in Latin poetry 
could accommodate him with two dozen of < 
grams, which, by reason of a few false quanrit 
should come for little, or nothing/* 

I heard the gentleman with much attention, \ 
asked him, " Whether he would break bulk, ; 
Bell his goods by retail, or designed they should 
go in a lump ?*' He told me, " That he should 
very loth to part them, imlcss it was to oblige a r 
of quality, or any person for whom I had a pa 
ciilar friendship." — "My reason for asking,*' 6ai< 
" is, only because I know a young gentleman \ 
intends to appear next spring in a new jingi 
chariot, with the figures of the nine Muses on e 
side of it j and, I believe, would be glad to a 
into the world in verse.*' We could not go oi 
our treaty, by reason of two or three critics ( 
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joined us. They had been talking, it seems, of the 
two letters which were found in the coffin, and 
loentioiied in one of my late Lucubrations, and 
came with a request to mc, that I would communi* 
cate any others of them that were legible. One of 
the gentlemen was pleased to say, that it was a very 
proper Instance of a widow*8 constancy -, and said, 
*^ he wished I had subjoined, as a foil to it, the fol- 
lowing passage in Hanilet.*' The youne prince was 
not yet acquainted with all the guilt of his mother, 
hot turns his thoughts on her sudden forgetful ness 
of bis father^ and the indecency of her hasty mar-» 
liage. 

■ That it thoold come to thit ? 

But two mon'ht dead I nay, not so nrioch, not two ! 

S(> excellent a King I that was, to this, 

Hyperion to a satyr : to loving to my mother, 

That he might not let e*en the windi of Heaven 

Visit her face too roughly. Heaven and earth ! 

Must I remember 9 Why slie would hang ua binii 

At if increase of appetite had grown 

By what it fed on t and yet, within a month I 

Let me not think on*t— Frailty, thy name is Woman t 

A little month I or ere those shoes were old, 

With which she followed my poor father's body. 

Like Niobc, all tears, why she, even she, 

C Heaven t a brote, that wants discourse of reason. 

Would have mourn'd longer-— married with mine unck I 

My father's brotlier I bat no more like my father. 

Than I to Herciiles. Within a month I 

Ire yet the salt of most unrighteous tears 

Had left th^ flushing in her gauled eyes. 

She married— O most wicked speed, t«> post 

With such dexterity to incestuous sheets I 

It it not, nor it cannot pome to, good. 

But) br^, my heart, for I must holJ my tongue I 

The several emotions of mind, and breaks of 
passion, in this speech, are admirable. He has 
CiQfucbed every circumstance that a^ravated the fact, 

w 3 
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and seemed cafmble of hurrying the thoughts of i 

soQ into distraction. His fadier*s tendemeM for Mt 

mother> expressed in so delicate a particular; hi: 

mother's fondness for his father^ no less exqulktel] 

described -, the great and amiable figare of his deai 

parent drawn by a true filial piety : his disdain ci 

so unworthy a successor to his beid : but» above all 

the shortness of the time between his father's deati 

and his mother's second marriage^ brought togethc 

with so much disorder^ make up as noble a part a 

any in that celebrated tragedy. The circumstaoc 

of time I never could enough admire. The widov 

hood had lasted two mouths. This is his 'first r< 

fiection : but^ as his indignation rises, he sinks 1 

scarce two months : afterwards into a month j ac 

at last, into a little month : but all this sonaturall 

that the reader accompanies him in the violence • 

his> passion, and finds the time lessen insensibl 

according to tlie different workings of his disdai 

I have not mentioned the incest of her marriag 

which is so obvious a provocation 5 but cannot fo 

bear taking notice, that when his fury is at i 

height, he cries, " Frailty, thy name is Woman 

ns railing at the sex in general, rather than givii 

himself leave to think his mother worse th: 

othors^'-'-'^Desiderantur multa, 

*^* Whereas Mr. Jeffery Groggram has surre 
dered himself, by his letter bearing date Decei 
ber 7, and has sent an acknowledgement that he 
dead, praying an order to the company of U 
holders for interment at such a reasonable rate 
may not impoverish his heirs : the said Groggn 
having been dead ever since he was bom, a 
added nothing to his small patrimony \ Mr. Bick< 
staff has taken the premises into consideration j a 
being sensible of the ingenuous and singular I 
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first came upon fome ordinary question t bnt^ ai be 
approached nearer to me, I saw in his coantenance ft 
deep sorrow, mixed with a certain ingenooos com* 
placency, that gave me sudden good-will towards 
tiim. He stared, and betrayed an absence cf 
thought, as he was gcung to communicate his holi- 
ness to me. Butatust, recovering himself, hesnd 
with an air of great respect, ** Sir, it would be aa 
injury to your knowledge in the occult sdenoes> to 
tell you what is my d'tstress \ I dare say, you read it 
in my countenance : I, therefore, beg your adTJoe 
to the most unhappy of all men.** Much experienoe 
has nuide me particularly sagadous in the discoverj 
of distempers, and I soon saw that his was love. I 
then turned to my common-place-book, and found 
bis case under the word Coquette ; ard reading over 
the catalogue which I have collected out of this 
great city of all under that character, I saw at the 
name of Cynthia his fit came upon him. I repeated 
the name thrice after a musing manner, and mnme- 
diately perceived his pul^ quicken two thirds; 
\vlien his eyes, instead of the wiklncss with which 
they appeared at his entrance, looked with all tiio 
gentleness imaginable upon me, not without tears. 
•* ()h ! Sir,'* said he, **you know not the unworthj 
usage I have met with from the woman my soul 
doats on. I amid gaze at her to the end of my 
being? yet when f have done so, for some tinoe 
past, I have found her eyes fixed on another. She 
IS now two-and-twenty, in the full tyranny of her 
charms, which she once acknowledged she rejoiced 
in, only as they made her choice of me, out of n, 
crowd of admirers, the more obliging. But in the 
midst of this happiness, so it is, Mr. Bickerstafif, 
that young Quickset^ who is just come to Unitu 
without any other recommendation than that of 
being tolerably handsome, and excessively rich, has 
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woD her heart in so shameless a manner, that she 
dies for him. In a word, I would cnnsalt you, 
how to cure myself of this passion for an ungrateful 
woman, who triumphs in her falsehood, and con 
make uo man happy, because her own satisfaction 
consists chiefly in being capable of giving distress. 
I know Quickset is at present considerable with herj^ 
£nr uo other reason but that he can be without her, 
and fed no pain in the loss. Let me, therefore, 
desire Yoa, Sir, to fortify my reason against the le* 
Tity of an inconstant^ who ought only to be treated 
with neglect." 

All this time I was looking over my receipts, and 
•sked him, '* if he had any good winter-boots'*—- 

" Boots, Sir!" said my patient 1 went on ; "You 

may easily reach Harwich in a day, so as to be there 
when the packet goes off."—*' Sir," said the lover, 
*' I And you design me for travelling 3 but, alas ! 
Ihave no language, it will be tlie same thing to me 
as solitude, to be in a strange country. I have,*' 
continued he, sighing, ** been many years in love 
with this creature, and have ahnost lost even my 
English, at least to speak such as any body else 
does. 1 asked a tenant of ours, who came up to 
town the other day with rent, whether the flowery 
mead near my father*s house in the country had any 
shepherd in it ? I have called a cave a grotto these 
three years, and must keep ordinary company, and 
frequent busy people for some time, before I can 
recover my common words." I smiled at his rail- 
lery upon himself, though I well saw it came from 
a heavy heart. " You are,** said I, ** acquainted, 
to be sure, with some of the general officers : sup- 
pose you made a campaign ?" — " If 1 did," said he, 
•'I should venture more than any man there, for I 
abould be in danger of starving; my father is such 
(M) untoward old gentleman^ tliat he would tell m* 
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he found it hard enough to pay his taxes to>Xf«dt ti 
>var» without making it more expensive by anaUoi 
ance Co me. With all this, he is as food sti he 
rugged, aud i nm his only non/' 

I looked upon the young gentleman with nm 
tenderneKSy and not like a physician, but a friew 
for I tnlked to him so largely, that if I had pi 
celled my di^our&e into distinct prescrtptioas, 
am confident, I gave him two hundred poun 
worth of advice. He heard me ^ ith great attentk 
bowing, smiling, and showing all other instan 
of that natural good breeding which ingenuous to 
pers pay to tiiose who are elder and wiser ti: 
themselves. I entertained him to the foUowi 
purpose, '"^ I am sorry. Sir, that your passion is 
so long a date, for evils are much ooore curable 
their beginnings ', but at the same time must alio 
that you are not to be blamed, since your youth a 
merit has been abused by one of the most char 
ing, but the nx)8t unworthy sort of women, ( 
Coquettes. A Coquette is a cliaste jilt, and difi 
only from a common one, as a soldier, who is p 
feet in exercise, does from one that is actually 
service. This grief, like all others, is to be cu; 
only by time , and although you are convinced t 
moment, as much as you will be ten years hec 
that she ought to be scorned and neglected, you 
you must not expect your ren)edy from the force 
reason. The cure then is only in time, and 
hastening of the cure only in the manner of c 
ploying mat time. You have answered me as 
travel and a campaign, so that we have only Grc 
Britain to avuid her in. Be then yourself, s 
listen to the following rules, which only can be 
use to you in this unaccountable distemjKr, whcr 
the patient is often averse even to liis recovery. 
Las been of benefit to some to apply themselves 
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ImineBS ; but aa that may not lie in ymir wtfjr, go 
ifomn to your estate, mind your fox-houndsj^ and 
feature tlw life you are weary of, oyer every hedge 
wad ditch in the country. These are ^vbo)eso^lc re* 
■KcKes } but if yoQ can have resolution enough, ra- 
ther stay in town, and recover yourself even in the 
town where she inhabits* Take particular care to 
aroid all places where yon may possibly meet her» 
•ndl shun the sight of every thing which mny bring 
her to yovur remembrance > tliere is an infection in 
aD that relates to her : you will find, her house, 
her chariot, her donnestics, and her very lap-dog. 
Me so many instrunoents of torment. Tell me se^ 
Doosly; do you think you could bear the sight of Ii^r 
6a y* He shook his head at the question, and said, 
^ Ah.! Mr. Bickerstafi*, vou must have been a 
patient, or you could not have been so good a phy- 
ocian.**^— " To tell you truly," said I, '' about the 
llurtieth year of my age, 1 received a wound that 
hem still left a scar in my mind, never to be quite 
worn out by time car philosophy. 

^ The means which I found the most effectual 
ibr my core were reflections upon the ill-usage I had 
received firom the woman I loved, and the pleasure 
I saw her take in my sufferings. 

** 1 considered the distress she brought upon me 
the greatest that could befal an human creature, at 
the same time that she did not inflict this upon one 
who was her enemy, one that had done her an in- 
jury, one that had wished her ill ; but on the man 
who loved her more than any else loved her, and 
more than it was possible for him to love any other 
person. 

" In the next place, I took pains to consider her 
in all her imperfections ; and that I might be sure to 
hear of them constantly, kept company with those^ 



18$ TATLER. ir IC 

her female friends, who were her dearest and m 
intiahte ncqualntance. 

*' Amongst her highest imperfiectioDSy I st 
dwelt upon her baseness of mind and ingratitu< 
that made her triumph in the pain and anguish 
the man who loved her, and of one who m the 
days, without vanity be it spoken^ was thought 
deserve her love. 

'* To shorten my story, she was married to an 
tlier, which would have distracted me, had 
proved a ^ood husband ^ but, to my great pleasui 
he used her at tirst with coldness, and afterwai 
with contempt. I hear he still treats her very ii 
and am infurmcd, that she often says to her woim 
this is a just revenge for my falsehood to my fi 
love : what a wretch am I, that might have be 
married to the famous Mr. JBickerstaff !'* 

My patient looked upon me with a kind of n 
lancholy pieahure, and told me, " He did not thi 
it was pos.siblc for a man to live to the age I am n 
of, who in his thirtieth year had been tortured w 
that passion in its violence. For my part," said 
*' I can ncitluT cat, drink, nor sleep in it } nor ki 
company with any body, but two or tlircc fricj 
wlio'arc in the same condition." 

*' There," answered I, " you are to blame j 
as you ought to avoid nothing more than keep 
company with yourself, so you ought to be pa 
cularly cautious of keeping company with men 1 
yourself. As long as you do this, you do but 
dulge your distemper. 

" I must not dismiss you without further instr 
tions. If possible, transfer your passion from 
woman you are now in love with to anotiier j or 
you cannot do that, change the passion itself i 
some other passion, that is, to speak more piaii 
find out some otlicr agreeable woma^ : or if ; 
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Cannot do tliis, grow covetous, ambitious, litigious j 
turn your love of woman into that of profit, prefer- 
ment, reputation ; and for a time give up yourhclf 
entirely to the pursuit. 

*' This is a method we sometimes take in physic, 
when we turn a desperate disease into one we can 
more easily cure." 

He made little answer to all this, but crying out, 
" Ah, Sir!" for his passion reduced his discourse to 
interjections. 

" There is one tiling," added I, " which is pre- 
sent death to a man in your condition, and, there- 
fore, to be avoided with the greatest care and can* 
tion : that is, in a word, to think of your mistress 
and rival together, whether walking, discoursing, 
dallying" — " The devil !" he cried out, ** who can 
bear it ?" To compose him, for 1 pitied him very 
much ; " The time will come," said I, '* when you 
shall not only bear it, but laugh at it. As a prepa- 
jration to it, ride every morning, an hour at least, 
"with the wind full in yoiu: face. Upon your re- 
turn, recollect the several precepts which I have 
now given you, and drink upon them a bottle of 
Spaw-water. Repeat this every day for a month 
successively, and let me see you at tlie end of it.'* 
He "vvas taking his leave, with many thanks, and 
some appearance of consolation in his countenance, 
when I called him back, to acquaint him, '' that I 
had private information of a design of tlie coquettes 
to buy up all the true Spaw-water in town :" upon 
which he took his leave in haste, with a resolution 
to get all things ready fur entering upon his regimen 
the next morning. 
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No 108. SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 



Tmmqui cum specttmt Mumn/ia cetera ttrramp 

Os h9mim athUwu duUt : CmlumqHt tueri 

JuiUt OVID. MiT. 

Thus, iRrhile the route creation downward bend 
Their sight, tnd to their earthly mother tenU, 
M:«n looks aloft, and with erecteJ eyes 
Beholds his own hereditaiy skies. D t. y 

Sheer-lane, December i6. 

It is not to be imargincd how great an effec 
disposed lights, with proper forms and ordcn 
sembiies, have upon some tempers. I am 
feel it in so extraordinary a manner, that I cai 
a day or two get out of my imagination an 
beautiful or disagreeable impression which 1 1 
oil such occasions. For this reason I frequent 
in at the play-house, in order to enlarj 
thoughts, and warm my mind with some new 
that may be serviceable to me in my Lucubn 
In this disposition I entered the theatre th 
day, and placed myself in a corner of it vcr 
vcnient for seeing, without being myself oh 
I found the audience hushed in a very d« 
tention ; and did not question but some not 
gedy was just then in its crisis, or that an ii 
was to be unravelled, which would determ 
fate of a hero. While I was in this suspen 
pecting every moment to see my old friei 
Bctterton appear in all the majesty of disti 
my unspeakable amazement there came up a r 
with a face between his feet; and as I was 1 



Jl" lOS. TAtLER, 135 

on, he raised himself on one leg in siich a perpen- 
dicular posture, that the other grew in a direct line 
above his head. It afterwards twisted itself into 
the motions and wreathings of several different ani- 
mals, and after great variety of shapes and trans- 
formations, went off the stage in the figure of a 
human creature. The admiration, the applause, 
the satisfaction of the audience, during this strange 
entertainment, is not tabe expressed. I was very 
much out of countenance for my dear countrymen, 
and looked about with some apprehension, for fear 
any foreigner should be present. Is it possible, 
thought I, that human nature can rejoice in its 
disgrace, and take pleasure in seeing its own figure 
turned to ridicule, and distorted into, forms that 
raise horror and aversion ? There is sometliing dis- 
ingenuous and immoral in the being able to bear 
such a sight. Men of elegant and noble minds are 
shocked at seeing tlie characters of persons who 
deserve esteem for their virtue, knowledge, or ser- 
vices to their country, placed in wrong lights, and 
by misrepresentation made the subject of buf- 
foonery. Such a nice abhorrence is not indeed to 
be found among the vulgar ; but methinks it is won- 
derful, that those who have nothing but the out- 
ward figure to distinguish them as men, should de- 
light in seeing humanity abused, vilified, and dis* 
graced* «» 

I must confess, there is nothing that more pleases 
me, in all that I read in books, or see among man- 
kind, than such passages as represent human nature 
in its proper dignity. As man is a creature made up 
of different extremes, he has something in him very 
great and very mean. A skilful artist may draw an 
excellent picture of him iji either of thdse views. 
The finest authors of antiquity have taken, him on 
the more advantageous side. They cultivate the 

N 2 
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natural grandcuf of the soulj raise in her a gcneron 
ambition, feed her with hopes of immortality an( 
perfection, and do all they can to widen the parti 
tion between the virtuous and the vicious, by mak 
ing the ditference betwixt them as great as betweci 
gods and brutes. In short, it is imix)s.sible to rca( 
a page in Plato, TuUy, and a thousand other ancicn 
moralists, without being a great(^r and a better roai 
for it. On the contrary, I could never read any o; 
our modish French authors, or those of our cm'i 
country, who are the imitators and admirers of tha 
trifling nation, without being for some time out o 
humour with myself, and at every thing about mc 
Their business is, to depreciate human nature, an 
consider it under its worst appearances. They giv 
mean interpretations and base motives to the wot 
thiest actions : they resolve virtue and vice into cor 
stitution. In short, they endeavour to make n 
distinction between man and man, or between th 
species of men and that of brutes. As an instam 
of this kind of authors, among many others, let an 
one examine the celebrated llochefoucault, who 
the great philosopher for administering of consolatio 
to the idle, the envious, and wortlilcss part < 
mankind, 

I remember a young gentlewoman of rooderal 
understanding, but great vivacity, who by dippin 
into many authors of this nature, had got a litt! 
smattering of knowledge, just enough to make a 
atheist or a free-thinker, but not a philosopher or 
man of sense. With these accomplishments, h 
went to visit his father in the country, who was 
plain, rough, honest man, and wise, though n< 
learned. I'he son, who took all oi)portunitif3 t 
sIk'w his learning, began to establish a new nligio 
in the family, and to enlarge the narrowness of thr 
(iQuntry notions 3 in which he succeeded so well, thi 
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ke had seduced the butlei' by his table-talk, and 
f* staggered his eldest sister. The old gentletnan 
ij began to be alarmed at the schisms that arose among 
his children, but did not yet believe his son's doc- 
trine to be so pernicious as it -really was, until one 
day talking of his setting dog, the son said, '* he did 
not question but Trey was as immortal as any one 
of the family;*' and in the heat of tiie argument told 
his father, *' tliat, for his own part, he expected to 
die like a dog.'* Upon which, the old man starting 
Up in a very great passion, cried out, " Then, sirrah', 
you shall live like one/* and taking his cane in his 
hand, cudgelled him out of his system. This had so 
good an effect upon him, that he took up from that 
day, fell to reading good books, and is now a bencher 
in the Middle-Temple. 

I do not mention this cudgelling part of tlie story 
with a design to engage the secular arm in mp.tters 
of this nature; but certainly, if it ever exerts itself 
in affairs of opinion and speculation, it ought to do 
it on such shallow and despicable pretenders to 
knowledge, who endeavour to give man dark and 
uncomfortable prospects of his being, and destroy 
those principles which are the support, happiness, 
and glorj^ of all public societies, as well as private 
persons. 

I think it is one of Pythagoras's golden sayings, 
*' That a man should take care above all things to 
have a due respect for himself.'* And it is certain, 
that this licentious sort of authors, who are for de- 
preciating mankind, endeavour to disappoint and 
undo what the most refined spirits have been labour- 
ing to advance since the beginning of the world. 
The very design of dress, good-breeding, outward 
ornaments, and ceremony, were to lift up human 
nature, and set it off to an advantage. Architec- 
ture^ painting, aud statuary, were invented with 

N 3 
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the game dcsi^ ; as indifcd every art and science 
contributes to the embclishment of life, and to tk 
wearing off and throwing into shades the mean and 
low parts of our nature. Poetry carries on this great 
end more than all the rest, as may be seen in the 
following passage taken cut of Sir Francis Bacou's 
" Advancement of Learning/' which give;} a irutr 
and better account of this art than all tlie volumes 
that were ever written ujwn it. 

" Poetry, especially heroical, seems to be raised 
altogether from a noble foundation, which makes 
much for the dignity of man's nature. For seeing 
tliis sensible world is in dignity inferior to tlie soul 
of man, poes/ seems to endow human nature with 
that which history denies 3 and to give satisfaction 
to the mind, with at least the shadow of things^ 
where the substance cannot be had. For if tlie mat- 
ter be thoroughly considered, a sti'ong argument 
may be drawn from poesy, that a more stately great- 
ness of things, a more perfect order, and a more 
beautiful variety, delights the soul of man, than an] 
way can be found in nature since the fall. Where 
fore, seeing the acts and events, which are the sub 
jects of true history, are not of that amplitude as t( 
routent tlie mind of man ; ])ocsy is ready at hand t( 
feign acts more heroical. Because true history report 
the successes of business not proportionable to th< 
merit of virtues and vices, poesy corrects it, an< 
presents events and fortunes according to desert, an< 
accordintr to the law of Providence: because tru< 
history, through the frequent satiety and similitudt 
of things, works a distaste and misprision in th( 
mind of man 3 poesy chcareth and refresheth th« 
soul, chanting things rare and various, and full o 
vicissitudes. So as poesy serveth and confcrretli t( 
delectation, magnanimity, and morality j and, tliere 
fore, it may seem deservedly to have some partici 
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pation of divineness, because it dotli raise the mind, 
and exalt the spirit with high raptures, by propc^r- 
tioning the shews of things to the desires of the mind, 
and not submitting the mind to things, as reason 
and history do. And by these allurements and con- 
gruities, whereby it cherisheth the soul of man, 
joined also with consort of music, whereby it may 
more s>yeetly insinuate itself, it hath won such ac- 
cess, that it hath been in estimation even in rude 
times, and barbarous nations, when other learning 
stood excluded." 

But there is nothing which favours and falls in 
with this natural greatness and dignity of human na- 
ture so much as religion, which does not only pro- 
mise the entire refinement of the mind, but the glo- 
rifying of tlie body, and tlie immortality of both. 



NM09. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1709. 

Terditur hjtc inter mherix lux 

HOR* 2 Sat. vi 59. 



in this giddy, busy nia2e, 



1 lose the sun-shine of my days. Francis. 

Sheer 'lane, December 19. 

There has not some years been such a tumult in 
our neighbourhood as this evening about six. At th9 
lower end of the lane tlie word was given, that there 
was a great funeral coming by. The next moment 
came foirward, in a very hasty, instead of a solemn 
manner^ a long train of lights^ when at last a foot- 
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ninn^ in very hieh youth and health, with all bis 
force^ ran through the whole art of beating the door 
of the house next to me, and ended his rattle with 
tlic true finishing rap. This did not only bring one 
to tlie door at which he knocked, but to that of 
every one in the lane in an instant. Among the rest, 
my country-maid took the alarm, and immediately 
running to me, told me, "there was a fine, fine 
lady, who had three men with burial torches mak- 
ing way before her, carried by two men upon poles, 
with looking-glasses on each side of her, and one 
glass also before, she herself appearing the prettiest 
that ever was." The girl was going on in her storv, 
when the lady was come to my door in her chair, 
having mistaken the house. As soon as she entered 
I saw she was Mr. Isaac's scholar, by her speaking 
air, and the becoming stop she made when she be<* 
gan her apology. ** You will be surprized. Sir," said 
she, " that I take this liberty, who am utterly a 
stranger to you 5 besides that it may be thought an 
indecorum that I visit a man." She made here a 
pretty hesitation, and held her fan to her face. 
I'hen, as if recovering her resolution, she proceeded 

" But I think you have said, that men of your 

age are of no sex ; therefore, I may be as free with 
you as one of my own." The lady did me the ho- 
nour to consult me on some particular matters, which 
I am not at liberty to report. But, before she took 
her leave, she produced a long list of names, which 
she looked upon, to know whitlier she was to go 
next. I must confess, I could hardly forbear disco- . 
vering to her, immediately, that I secretly laughed 
at tlie fantastical regularity she observed in throwing 
away her time 5 but I seemed to indulge her in it, 
out of a curiosity to hear her own sense of her way 
of life. *^ Mr. BickerstafF," said she, "you cannot 
imagine how much you arc obliged to me, in staying 
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thus long with you, having so many visits to make ; 
and, indeed, it* I had not hopes that a third part of 
those I am gokig to will be abroad, I should be un- 
able to dispatch them this evening" — *' Madam," 
said I, '* are you in all this haste and perplexity, and 
only ffoing to such as you have not a mind to see }" 
— '* Yes, Sir," said she, '* I have several now with 
whom I keep a constant correspondence, and return 
visit for visit punctually every week, and yet wc 
have not seen each other since last November was 
Iwelvcmonth." 

She went on with a very good air, and fixing her 
ryes on her list, told me, ** she was obliged to ride 
about tiirce miles and an half before she arrived at 
her own house." I asked *' after what manner this 
list was taken, whether the persons writ their names 
to her, and desired that favour, or how she knew 
the was not cheated in her muster-roll ?'*—**The me- 
thod we take," says she, *' is, that the porter, or 
seiTant who comes to the door, writes down all the 
names who come to see us, and all such are entitled 
to a return of their visit."-^" But," said I, *' Madam, 
I presume those who are searching for each other, 
and know one another by messages, may be under- 
stood as candidates only for each other*s favour ; and 
that after so many how-do-ye-does, you proceed to 
visit or not, as you like the run of each other's repu- 
tation or fortune." — *' You understand it right," said 
she ; '* and we become friends, as soon as we are 
convinced that our dislike to each other may be of 
any consequence : for, to tell you truly," said she, 
for it is in vain to hide any thing from a man of your 
penetration, general visits are not made out of good- 
will, but for fear of ill-will. Punctuality in this case 
is often a suspicious circumstance ; and tlicre is no* 
tiling so common as to have a lady say, ' I hope she 
l^as heard nothing of what I said of her, tlmt sho 
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grows so great with me I ' But indeed my porter 
dull and negligent, tliat I fear he has not put d 
half the people I owe visits to.'* — *' Madam," 
I, " methinks it would be very proper if your j 
tleman-usher or groom of the chamber were alv 
to keep an account, by way of debtor and cred 
I know a city lady who uses that method, whi 
think very laudable j for tliough you may posi 
at the court end of the town receive at the door, 
light up better than within Temple-bar, yet I r 
do that justice to my friends the ladies within 
walls, to own, that they are much more exa( 
their correspondence. The lady I was going to n 
tion as an example has always the second apprer 
out of the counting-house for her own use on 
visiting-day, and he sets down very mcthodicall 
the visits which are made her. I remember ' 
well, that on the lirst of January last, when 
made up her accotmt for the year 1708, it stood tl: 



" Mrs. COURTWOOD— 

Debtor. 
To seventeen hun- '\ 
dred and four?- 1704 
visits received, ) 



" Per Cb/2/ra— Cred 

By elevpn hun- '\ 
dred and nine > 1 
paid. ) 

Due to balance 



*' This gentlewoman is a woman of great oecono 
and was not afraid to go to the bottom of her afta 
and, therefore, ordered her apprentice to give 
credit for my lady Easy's impertinent visits u 
wrong days, and deduct only twelve pn- ccni. 
had orders also to subtract one and a half from 
whole of such as she had denied herself to hei 
she kept a day 3 and after taking those proper a 
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cles of credit on her side, she was in arrear but five 
hundred. She ordered her husband to buy in a 
couple of fresh coach-horses ; and with no other loss 
than the death of two footmen, and a church-yard 
cough brought upon her coachman, she was clear in 
the world on the tenth of February last, and keeps 
so before-hand, that she pays every body their own, 
and yet makes daily new acquaintances.'* 

I know not whether this agreeable visitant was 
fired with the example of the lady I told her of, but 
she immediately vanished out of my sight, it being, 
it seems, as necessary a point of good- breeding, to 
go off as if you stole something out of the house, 
as it is to enter as if you came to fire it. I do not 
know one thing that contributes so much to the les- 
sening the esteem men of sense have to the fair sex, 
as this article of visits. A young lady cannot be 
married, but all impertinents in town must be beat- 
ing the tattoo from one quarter of the town to the 
other, to shew they know what passes. If a man 
of honour should once in an age marry a woman of 
merit for her intrinsic value, the envious things arfc 
all in motion in an instant, to make it known to the 
sisterhood as an indiscretion, and published to the 
town how many pounds he might have had to have 
been troubled with one of them. After they are 
tired with that, the next thing is, to make their 
compliments to the married couple and their rela- 
tions. They are ecjually busy at a funeral, and tlie 
death of a person ol quality is always attended with 
the murder of several sets of coach-horses and chair- 
men. In both cases, the visitants are wholly unaf- 
fected, either with joy or sorrow. For which reason* 
their congratulations and condolences are equally 
words of course ; and one would be thought wonder- 
fully ill-bred, that should build upon such expres-* 
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sions as encouragrmcnts to expect from (hem 
instance of friendship. 

Thus are tlie true causes of living, and the 
pleasures of life, lost in shew, imposture, and 
pertinence. As for my part, 1 think most of 
misfortunes in families nrifte from the trifling 
the women have in spending their time, and g 
fying only their eyes and ears, instead of their re 
and understanding. 

A line young woman, bred under a visiting 
ther, knows all that is possible for her to be acqu 
ed with by report, and sees the virtuous and 
vicious used so indifferently, that the fears si 
born with are abated, and desires indulged, in 
portion to her love of that light and trifling cot 
sation. I know I talk like an old man ; but I 
go on to say, that I think the general receptic 
mixed company, and the pretty fellows that an 
mitted at those assemblies, give a young worn; 
false an idea of hfe, that she is generally bre< 
•with a scorn of that sort of merit in a man, v 
only can make her happy in marriage j and 
wretch, to whose lot she falls, very often rec 
in his arms a coquette, with the refuse of an 
long before given away to a coxcomb. 

*^^* Having received from the society of up 
rrs sundry complaints (jf the obstinate and rcfra 
behavi(Hir of several dead i)ersons, who have 
guilty of very great outrages and disorders, ai 
that means elapsed the proper time of their i 
ment > and having on the other hand received 
appeals from (he aforesaid dead persons, wt 
they desire to be heard before such their intcrr 
I have set apart Wedncsdav, the twenty-first in 
ai an extraordinary court-day for the hearing of 
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parties. If, therefore, any one can alledge why 
they, or any of their acquaintance, should or should 
not be buried, I desire tney may be ready with their 
witnesses at that time, or that they will for ever after 
hold their tongues. 

N. B. This is the last hearing on this subject. 



N^llO. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22, 1709. 

mm ^a lucis mi set is tarn dira cupido f 

VIRG.iEn. vi.721. 

GoJst can the wretches long for life again? 

PITT. 

Sheer-lane, December, 21. 

As soon as I had placed myself in my chair of judi- 
cature, I ordered ray clerk, Mr. Lillie, to read to 
the assembly, who were gathered together accord- 
ing to notice, a certain declaration, by way of charge, 
to open the purpose of my session, which tended 
only to this explanation, that as other courts were 
often called to demand the execution of persons 
dead in law ; so this was held to give the last orders 
relating to those who are dead in reason. The so- 
Hcitor of the new company of upholders near the 
Hay-market appeared in behalf of that useful society, 
and brought in an accusation of a young woman, 
who herself stood at the bar before me. Mr. Lillie 
read her indictment, which was in substance, " That, 
whereas, Mrs. Rebecca Pindust, of the parish of 
Saint Martin in the Fields, had, by the use of one 

YOL, III. o 
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instniment called a looking-glass, and by the furt 
use of certain attire, made cither of cambric, mus 
or other linen wares, npon her head, attained 
such an evil art and magical force in the motion 
Lcr eyes and turn of her countenance, that she 
said Rebecca had put to death several young mer 
the said parish -, and that the said young men 1: 
acknowledged in certain papers, commonly cal 
love-letters, which were produced in court, gilc 
on the edges, and sealed wilh a particular w^ 
"wilh certain amorous and inchanting words wroui 
upon the said seals, that they died for the said 1 
bccca: and, whereas the said Rebecca persisted 
the said evil practice^ this way of life the said so 
ety construed to be, according to former edicts 
state of death, and demanded an order tor tlie int 
ment of the said Rebecca.'* 

I looked upon the mnid with great humanity, s 

desired her to make answer lo what was said agai 

her. She said, " It was indeed true, that she \ 

practised all the arts and means she could, to disp 

of lursclf happily in ninrriuge, but thought she > 

not eor.ie under the censure expressed in my wi 

ings for the same ; and humbly hoped I would i 

condemn her for the iguornncc of her aecusers, w! 

iiceoxdltig to their own W{>rds, had rather represcn 

her killing, than dead" She further alledged, "TJ 

the expressions mentioned in the pnpers written 

her w(;re become mere words, and that she had hi 

always ready to marry any of those who said tl 

^died for her J but that they made th(ir escape, 

^t^ on as they fi)und themselves pitied or believe 

^\y ^ ended her discourse, by desiring 1 would fori 

fu/tt-rc settle the meaning of the words "I die,** 

Jetun s of love. 

lyiti. Pixidust behaved herself witli such an air 
^jjjy^c^cncc, that she easily gained credit, and was ; 
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quitted. Upon which occasion, I gave it as a staiul- 
' ing rule, ** that any person, who in any leltrr, bil- 
let, or discourse, should tell a woman he dird for 
her, should, if she pleased, be obliged to live wiili 
her, or be immediately interred upon huch tht ir own 
confession, without bail or mainprize." 

It happened, that the very next who wns brought 
before me was one of her admirers, who was indict- 
ed upon that very head. A letter, which he acknow- 
ledged to be his own hand, was read, in which were 
the following words, " duel creature, I die for you/* 
It was observable that he took snufFall the time his 
accusation was reading. I asked him, ** how he 
came to use these W(;rds, if he were not a dc^ad 
nian ?'* He told me, *'he was in love with the lady, 
and did not know any other way of telling Iicr so ; 
and that all his acquaintance took the i-amc method." 
Though I was moved with compassion towards him, 
*by reason of the weakness of his parts, yet for ex- 
ample-sake I was forced to answer, "Your sentence 
shall be a warning to all the rest of your companions, 
not to tell lies lor want of wit." Upon this, he be- 
gan to beathi.-« snull-box with a very .saucy air 5 and 
opening it again, ** Faith, Isaac," said he, ** ihoa 
art a very unaccountable old fellow — Frvthce, wlio 
gave thee power of life and death ? \vhat a-pox 
hast thou to do v. llh ladies and lovers ? 1 supj. ose 
thou wouldst have a man be in company with his 
mistress, and say nothing to her. Dost thv-^u call 
breaking a jest, telling a lie ? Ha ! is tliat thy wis- 
dom, old stiffrump, ha ?" He was going on with this 
insipid common-place mirth, sometimes opening his 
box, sometimes shutting it, then viewing tlu* pic- 
ture on tlie lid, and then the workmanship of the 
hinge, when, in the midst of his eloquence, I or- 
dered his box to be taken from him 3 upon which 

o 2 
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he was immediately struck speechless, and carried 
off stone dead. 

The next who appeared was a hale old fellow of 
sixty. He was brought in by his relations, who 
desired leave to bury him. Upon requiring a dis- 
tinct account of the prisoner, a credible witness de- 
posed, ** that he always rose at ten of the clock, 
played with his cat until twelve, smoaked tobacco 
until one, was at dinner until two, then took ano- 
ther pipe, played at back-gammon until six, talked 
of one Madam Frances, an old mistress of his, until 
eight, repeated the same account at the tavern until 
ten, tiien returned home, took the other pipe, and 
then to bed." I asked hiuj, " what he had to say for 
himself?" — *' As to what," said be, "they mention 
concerning Madam Frances '* 

1 did not care for hearing the Canterbury lale, 
and, therefore, thought myself seasonably interrupted 
by a young gentleman, who appeared in the behalf 
of the old man, and prayed an arrest of judgment j 
** lor that he the said young man held certain lands 
by his the said old man's life." Upon this, the so- 
licitor of the upholders took an occasion to demand 
him also, and thereupon produced several evidences 
that witnessed to his life and conversation. It ap- 
peai>:d, that each of them divided their hours in 
matters of equal moment and importance to them- 
selves and to the public. They rose at the same 
hour: while the old man was playing with his cat, 
the young one was looking out of his window; while 
the old man wns smoakin^ his pipe the young man 
•was mbbing his teeth j while one was at dinner, 
the other was dressing ; while one was at back-gam- 
mon, the other was at dinner; while the old fellow 
was talking of Madam Frances, the young one was 
either at play, or toasting women wh(jm he never 
conversed with. The only difference wasj that the 
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young nnan had never been good for any thini; ; ihr 
old man, a man of worrh before he knew M.kImiu 
Frances. Upon the whole, 1 <irdcrccl them to 1)1- 
both interred together, with inscriptions proprr to 
their characters, signifying, that the old ni.in died 
in the year 1689, and was buriod in the year 1709 ; 
and over the young one it was said, tliat he df^partcd 
this world in the twenty-fifth yi^ar ot his death. 

The next class of criminals wen* author -j in prose 
and verse. Those of them who had produced any 
still-bom work were immediately dismissed to their 
burial, and were followed by others, who, notwith- 
standing some sprightly issue in their life-time, had 
given proofs of their death by souk^ postliunious 
children, tint bore no resemblance to their eUler 
brethren. As for those who were the fatliers of a 
mixed progeny, provided always they could prove 
the last to be a live child, they escaped with life, 
but not without loss of limbs -, for, in this ease, I 
was satisfied with amputation of the pans which were 
mortified. 

These were followed by a great crowd of super- 
annuated benchers of the inns of court, senior fellows 
of colleges, and defunct statesmen; all whom I or- 
dered to be decimated inditferently, allowing the rest 
a reprieve for one year, with a promise of a free par- 
don in case of resuscitation. 

There were still great nmltitudes to be examined ; 
but, finding it very late, 1 adjourned the court, not 
without the secret pleasure that I had done my duty, 
and furnished out an handsome execution. 

Going out of the court, I received a letter, in- 
forming me, " that, in pursuance of the edict of 
justice in one of my late visions, all those of the 
fair sex began to appear pregnant who had run any 
hazard of it ; as was manifest by a particular swel- 
ling in the petticoats of several ladies in and about 

o 3 
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this .i^rcat city." I mu«t confess, I do not attribute 
the risinc; of this part of tlic dress to this occasion, 
yd mufit own, that I am vc^ much disposed to be 
olFrndcd with such n new and unaccountable fashion. 
[ shall, however, pronouuce nothing upon it, until 
I liave examined all that can be said for and against 
it. And, in the mean time, think fit to give this 
notice to the fair ladies who are now making up their 
winter suits, that tliey may abstain from all dresses 
of that kind, until they shall find what judgment 
^vill l>c passed upon them ; for it would very much 
trouble me. that they should put themselves to an 
inin'-cessar}' expence ; and I could not but think my- 
f^vM to blame, if I should hereafter forbid them tnc 
wearing of such garments, when they have laid out 
money \x\wn them, without liaving given them any 
pn vious admonition. 

N. B. A lr»tter of the sixteenth instant about 
one of the fifth, will be answered according to the 
desire of the party, which he will see in a few days. 



N^ HI. SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1709. 

Procul, 0! Precut, este ftofani f VIRG. JE1.VI.25S. 

licnce, ye profane ! far hence be gone ! 

Sheer-lane, Decern her 2.3. 

TiTK watclmian, who does me particular honours, 
:is hciiMj; the chief man in the lane, gave so very 
l^w'di a thump at my door last nighty that I awakened 
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at the knock, and heard myself complimented with 
the usual salutation of, " Good-morrow, Mr. Bick- 
erstaff ; good-morrow, my musters all." I'lic si- 
Icnce and darkness of the night disposed me to be 
more than ordinarily serious ; and as my attention 
was not drawn out among exterior objex:ts by tlie 
avocations of sense, my thoughts naturally fell upon 
myself. I was considering, amidst the stillness of 
the night, what was the prop/r employment of a 
thinking being? what were the perfections it should 
propose to itself? and, what the end it should aim 
at ? My mind is of such a particular cast, that the 
falling of a shower of rain, or the whistling of wind, 
at such a time, is apt to fill my thoughts with some- 
thing awful and solemn. I was in this disposition, 
when our bellman began his midnight homily, which 
he has been repeating to us every winter-night for 
these twenty years, with the usual exordium 3 

** Oil ! mortal man, thou that 9rt born ia sin !" 

Sentiments of this nature, which are in themselves 
just and reasonable, however debased by the circum- 
stances that accompany them, do not fail to produce 
their natural effect in a mind that is not perverted 
and depraved by wrong notions of gallantry, polite- 
ness, and ridicule. The temper which I now found 
myself in, as well as tlic time of the year, put me 
in mind of those lines in Shakspcare, wherein, ac- 
cording to his agreeable wildness of imagination, he 
has wrought a country tradition into a beautiful 
piece of poetry. In the tragedy of Hamlet, where 
the ghost vanishes upon the cock's crowing, he takes 
occasion to mention its crowing all hours of the night 
about Christmas time, and to insinuate a khi4 0^ 
religious veneration for that season. 
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** It fided on the crowinr, of the cock. 
Some say, that ever 'gainst that season comet 
Wherein uur Saviour's birth i^ celehratril, 
The bird of dawning singcih all night lot g. 
Aiv) then, th y say, no spirit dares stir ahrnad : 
The nights are wholesome) (hen no planets strike, 
No faiiy takes | no witcli hath power to chai m; 
So hallow'd ^nj to gracious is the time." 

This admirable author, as well as the best and 
greatest men of all ages, and of all nations, seems 
to have had his mind thoroughly seasoned with re- 
ligion, as is evident by many passages in his plays, 
that would not be suffered by a modern audience; 
and are, therefore, certain instances that the age he 
lived in had a much greater sense of virtue than the 
present. 

It is indeed a melancholy reflection to consider, 
that the British nation, which is now at a greater 
height of glory for its councils and conquests than it 
ever was before, should distinguish itself by a cer- 
tain looseness of principles, and a falling-off from 
those schemes of thinking, which conduce to the 
happire^^s and perfection of human liature This 
evil comes upon us from the works of a few so- 
lemn blockheads, thai meet together, with the zeal 
and seriousness of apostUs, to extirpate common 
sense, and propagate infidelity. These arc the 
wretches, who, without any show of wit, learn- 
ing, or reason, publish their crude conceptions with 
an ambition of appearing more wise than the rest of 
mankind, upon no other pretence than that of dis- 
senting from them. One gets by heart a catalogue 
of title-pages and editions; and, immediately, to 
b(Mome conspicuous, declares that he is an unbe- 
licver. Another knows how to write a receipt, oi 
cut up a dog, and forthwith argues against the im- 
mortality of the soul. I have known many a littl< 



N« 111. TATLER. 153 

wit, in the ostentation of his parts, rally the truili 
of the Scripture, who was not able to read a chapter 
in it. These poor wretches talk blasphemy for want 
of discourse, and are rather the objects of scorn or 
pity, than of our indignation ; but the grave dis- 
putant, that reads and writes, and spends all his 
time in convincing himself and die world that he is 
no better than a brute, ought to be whipped out of a 
government, as a blot to civil society, and a de- 
famerof mankind. I love to consider an infidel,, 
whether distinguished by the title of deist, atheist, 
or free-thinker, in three different lights, in his so- 
litudes, his afflictions, and his last moments. 

A wise man, that lives up to the principles of rea- 
son and virtue, if one considers him in his solitude, 
as in taking in the system of the universe, ob- 
serving the mutual dependence and harmony, by 
which the whole frame of it hangs together, beat- 
ing down his passions, or swelling his thoughts 
with magnificent ideas of Providence, makes a 
nobler figure in the eye of an intelligent being, 
than the greatest conqneror amidst all the pomps 
and solemnities of a triumph. On the contrary, 
there is not a more ridiculous animal than an atheist 
in his retirement. His mind is incapable of rapture 
or elevation. He can only consider himself as an in- 
significant figure in a landscape, and wandering up 
and down in a field or a meadow, under the same 
terras as the meanest animals about him, and as 
subject to as total a mortality as they ; with tiiis ag- 
gravation, that he is the only one amongst them, 
who lies under the apprehension of it. 

In distresses, he must be of all creatures the 
most helpless and forlorn ; he feels the whole pres- 
sure of a present calamity, witliout being relieved 
by the memory of any tiling that is past, or the 
prospect of any thing that is to come. Annihilation 



154 TATLER. N* 1 

is the greatest blessing that he propases to hims- 
and an baiter or a pistol the only refuge he can 
to. But, if you would behold one of these gloo 
miscreants in his poorest figure, you must cc»nsit 
him under the terrors, or at the approach of deat! 
About thirty years ago 1 was a shipboard v 
one of these vermin, when there arose a brisk gj 
which could frighten nobody but himself. L'j 
the rolling of the ship, he ft^ll upon his knees, i 
confessed to the chaphun, ** that he had been a i 
atheist, and had denied a Supreme Beini» ever si: 
he came to his estate.'* Ihe good man was as 
nished, and a report immediately ran ihnn^rh 
ship, *' that there was an atheist upon the up]: 
deck.** Several of the common seamen, who 
never beard tlie word before, thought it had b 
some strange fish; but they were more surpri 
when they saw it was a man, and heard out of 
own mouth, that he never bcliiivcd until that 
that there was a God. As he lay in the agonie 
conlession, one of the honest tars whispered to 
boatswain, ** that it would be a good deed to ht 
him overboard." But we wtre now wiihin sigh 
port, when of a sudden the wind fell, and the 
niient relapsed, begging all ot us that were ] 
sent, ** as we were gentlemen, not to say any tl 
of what had passed." 

He had not been ashore above two days, w 
one of the company began to rally him upon liis 
votion on shi[)board, which the other denied i 
high terms, that it produced the lye on both si 
and en(Vd in a duel. The atheist was run thro 
the body, and after some loss of blood, bccam< 
good a Christian as he was at sea, until he fc 
that his wound was not mortal. He is at pre 
one of the free-thinkers of the age, and now wri 
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a pamphlet against several received opinions con- 
cerning ihe existence of fairies. 

As 1 have taken upon me to censure the faults of 
the age and country in which I live, 1 should have 
tliought noyself inexcusiible to have passed over this 
crying one, which is the subject of my present dis- 
course. I shall, therefore, from time to time, give 
my countrymen particular cautions against this dis- 
temper of the mind, that is almost become fashion- 
able, and by that means more likely to spread. I 
have somewhere either read or heard a very memo- 
rable sentence, ** that a man would be a most in- 
supportable monster, should he have the faults that 
are incident to his years, constitution, profession, 
family, religion, age, and country j" and yet every 
roan is in danger of them all. For this reason, as I 
am an old man, I take particular care to avoid being 
covetous, and telling long stories. As I am cho- 
leric, I forbear not only swearing, but all inter- 
jections of fretting, as pugh ! or pish ! and tlie 
like. As I am a lay-man, I resolve not to conceive 
an aversion for a wise and a good man, because his 
coat is of a ditferent colour from mine. As I am 
descended of the ancient family of the Bickers tali's, 
I never call a man of merit an upstart. As a Pro- 
testant, I do not suffer my zeal so far to transport 
■ me, as to name the Pope and the Devil together. 
As I am fallen into this degenerate age, I guard 
myself particularly against the folly I have now been 
speaking of. And as I am an Englishman, I am 
very cautious not to hate a stranger, or despise a 
poor Palatine. 
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N" 112. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27, 

^-AtaAi/ MMt'/Vrft fit^^m tfwut iomttmmf Af^t^t wofM 

%mmt rt tn>e*itHt ithsit. fUhtt i/U ^ttitit-m ftr^fiufrm, 
fitht rttmsu't twe ,ie^tf (^ /f>rr/»», isf iik!rt9r, ^ *»J c 
mtt*Utm fMtiiUttwqkf fne.'tvict. 

CIC. i?^ .■/* 

Tlier« thoiUd he nJdeJ a ccrtjiin wet»ti>e*s of (fivcoi: 
itiKnneify wh ch is no incan^i(!er«ble «>uco to fr)« 
But by .'«ll mcMM tlunw om sadnrssund seventy m 
thing, Thei e is somcihii\{( of gravity inOe«ii in it ) bui 
thip icquires « gi^ator r«rm^^^nc»', fircOom, auii p 
re«.'9 auU an inclin.itiou togooU temper and atfabiliry. 

Sliecr'!afit\ Decern! cr 26. 

As I was lookinir over niv letltTs this niorn 
chained to cast my eye upon the follow I nc 
winch cnmc to my hands about two nuuul 
tVom an old friend of mine, who, as I have 
learned, was the person that writ tl.o agr 
rpisile in>erted in my paper of the third ol tl 
month. It is of the same turn with tlie othei 
may be looked upon as a specimen oi right ct 
letle4*s. 

*' Sir, 
*' This sets out to you i'vom my sunnner- 
upon the terrace, where I am enjvuini; a lew 
sun-slnne, the scanty sweet remains of a liiv 
tumn. The vciir is almost at the K>wcst ; s»> 
in all appearance* the rest of my letters bet 
this and spring will bo dated fnuu my parlom 
where the little fond prattle v>f ;i wile and chi 
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vill to oAen break In upon tlic connexion of my 
thoughts, that you will easily discover it in my style. 
If this wHUer should provr as seven*, as the last, J 
can tell you bclbrc-hand, that 1 iu\x likely to be :\ 
▼cry miserable man, throiii;!! \\\r. \vi\cr>r. temper 
of my eldest boy. \Vhen the fnsi w.is v\ its ex- 
tremity, you must know th.it most ^^l' ilie blnek- 
birds, robins, and linehes ottlic pari?-!!, \v!u>si! nm- 
tic has entertained me in the mhuuk r, took rerii«;(^ 
under my roc^f. Upon this, my e:ire vas, to rise 
every morning before day, to sr.t open my windows 
for die reeeption of the (old and tlie hungry, whom 
at the same time I nlicvcd wiili a very plentiful 
alms, by strewing eorn and sculs upon the lloors 
and shelves. But, Dicky, without any regartl to 
the laws of hospitality, considered the easements as 
to many traps, and used every bird as a prisoner at 
discretion. Never did tyrant exercise more various 
cruelties. Some of the poor creatures he chased to 
death about the room ; others hv. ilrove into the 
jaws of a blood-thirsty cat ; and even in his greatest 
acts of mercy, either clipped the wings, or singc^l 
the tails, of his innocent captives. You will laugli, 
when I tell you I sympathized with every biul in its 
misfortunes j but 1 believe you will think me in tlie 
right for bewailing the child's unluiky humour. ( )n 
the other hand, 1 am extremely pleased to s(^(* Jiis 
younger brother carry an universal benevol(Miee to- 
wards every thing that has life. When he was be- 
tween four and tive years old, I caught him wt^<.'p- 
ing over a beautiful buttertly, which he chanced to 
kill as he was playing with it ; and I am informed, 
that this morning he has given his brother threct 
half-pence, which was his whole estate, to spare, 
the life of a Tom-tit. These are at present the 
mutters of greatest moment within my observation, 
s2n:l I know are too trifling to be communicated to 

TOL. III. p 
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any but so wise a man as yourself} and from one 
who has the happiness to be 

Your most faithful, 

And most obedient servant.* 



«t 



The best critic that ever wrote, speaking of some 
passages in Homer which appear extravagant or in* 
volous, says, indeed, that they are dreams^ but dK 
dreams of Jupiter. My friend's letter appears to 
me in the same light. One sees him in an idk 
hour 3 but at the same time in the idle hour of t 
wise man. A great mind has something in it too 
severe and forbidding, that is not capable of f^nag 
itself such little relaxations, and of condescendiifS 
to these agreeable ways of trifling. Tally, what 
he celebrates the friendship of Scipio and LadiuSy 
who were the greatest as well as the politest men c£ 
their age, represents it as a beautiful passage in their 
retirement, that they used to gather up shells on the 
sea- shore, and amuse themselves with the variety of 
shape and colour which they met with in those little 
unregarded works of nature. The great Agesilaus 
could be a companion to his own children, and was 
surprized by the ambassadors of Sparta *, as he was 
riding among them upon an hobby-horse. Au- 
gustus, indeed, had no play fellows of his own be- 
getting J but is said to have passed many of bis 
hours with little Moorish boys at a game of mar- 
bles, not unlike our modern taw. 'i'here is, me- 
thinks, a pleasure in seeing great men tlms fall into 
the rank of mankind, and entertain themselves with 
diversions and amusements that are agreeable to tlic 
very weakest of the species. I must frankly con- 
fess, that it is to me a beauty in Cato's character, 
that he would drink a chearful bottle wilh bis 

* Persia* A. 
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fiend ; and I cannot but own, that I have seen 
^*th great delight one of the most celebrated au- 
tbors of the last age feeding the ducks in Saint 
James*s Park. By instances of this nature, the 
lieroes, the statesmen, tlie philosophers, become as 
It were familiar with us, and grow the more amia- 
ble> the less they endeavour to appear awful. A 
nan who always acts in the severity of wisdom, or 
the haughtiness of quality, seems to move in a per* 
sonated part. It looks too constrained and thea- 
tricaU for a man to be always in that character 
which distinguishes him from others 3 besides that 
the slackening and unbending our minds on some 
bccasions makes them exert themselves with greater 
vigour and alacrity, when they return to their pro- 
per and natural state. 

As this innocent way of passing a leisure hour is 
not only consistent with a great character, but very 
gracefiil in it ; so there are two sorts of people to 
whom I would most earnestly recommend it. The 
first are tliose who are uneasy out of want of 
thought ; the second are those who are so out of a 
turbulence of spirit. The first are the impertinent, 
and the second the dangerous part of mankind. 

It grieves me to the very heart, when I see seve- 
ral young gentlemen, descended of honest parents, 
ran up and down,' hurrying from one end of the 
town to the other, calhng in at every place of re- 
port, without being able to fix a quarter of an hour 
in any, and in a particular haste without knowing 
for what. It would, methinks, be some conso- 
laUon^ if I could persuade these precipitate young 
gentlemen to compose this restlessness of mind, and 
apply themselves to any amusement, how trivial 
ioever, that might give them employment, and 
keep them out of harm's way. They cannot ima- 
pne how great a rehef it would be to them, if they 

F 2 
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couhl cfTow sedate enough to play for two or three 
himrs :it a gtuuc of pfis/i-pin. But these busy, idle 
animals are only their own tormentor-. Thetarbo- 
lont ai:d ilanmrous are for embroiling councUs, 
stirrlni; up si*diti(^ns, and subverting Cimstitmiont> 
out of a mero restlessness of tt-mptT, and an insen- 
bihiliiy of all tlio pleasures of life that are calm 8q4 
innocent. It is ianx)ssible for a man to be so much 
employed in any scene of action^ a^ to have great 
and good atfairs enough to fill up his whole time; 
there will still be chasms and empty spares, in 
which a working mind will employ itsdf to its own 
prejudice, or that of otheis unless it can be at case 
in the exercise of such actions as are in themselves 
indifferent. How often have 1 wished, for the 
good of the nation, that several famous politicians 
could take any pleasure in feeding ducks ! 1 look 
upon an able statesman out of business, like a huge 
whale, that will endeavour to overturn the ship, 
unless he has an empty cask to play with. 

But to return to my good friend and correspon- 
dent : I am afraid we shall both Ix^ laughed at, 
when I confess, that we have often gone out into 
the field to look upon a birds nest ; and have more 
than once taken an eveniui^'s walk logciher on pur- 
pose to sec the sun set. 1 shall conclude with my 
answer to his foregoing letter : 

•' Dear Sir, 
" I thank you f(^r your obligincf letter, and your 
kiiuinc .>s to the distressed, who will, doubtless, ex- 
press their gratitude to you themsthes the next 
spring. As tor Dick the tyrant, I uuv«»t desire you 
will put a stop to his proceedings ; and at the s:une 
time take<\ire that his little brother be no loser by 
his Uiercy to the Tom -tit. For my own part, 1 am 
excluded all conversation with animals that delight 
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only in a country life, and am, therefore, ff)rced to 
entertain xnyself as well as 1 can with my little dog 
and cat. They both of them sit by my lire every 
night, expecting my coming honac witli impa- 
tience ', and, at my entrance, never fail of runmng 
np to me, and bidding me welcome, each of theni 
in his proper language. As they have been bred up 
togetlier from their infancy, and seen no other com- 
pany, they have learned each other's manners, so 
that the dog often gives himself the airs of a cat, 
«nd the cat, in several of her motions auU gestures, 
afifec^s the behaviour of the little dog. When they 
are at play, I often make one witli tliena : and 
sometimes please myself with considering how 
much reason and instinct are capable of delighting 
each other. Thus, you see, I nave commuuicated 
to you the material occurrences in my family, with 
the same freedom that you use to me 3 as I aiu, witii 
the same sincerity and affection. 

Your most faithlld humble servant, 

Isaac Bickeastaff.'' 



NM 13. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1709- 

Ecce ittrum Crhpimi ! JU V. 

Once more Crispinus comes upon the stage. 

Hay-marliet, December 23, 

Whereas the gentleman that behaved himself in a 
very disobedient and obstinate manner at his late 
trial in Sheer-lane on the twentieth instant^ and was 

r 3 



163 TATLER, )r» 113. 

carried off dead upon taking away of bis snuif-box, 
remains still unburied ; the company of upholdcT^ 
not knowing otherwiHC how thry bhould be paid, 
liave taken nin goodii in execution, to defray the 
charge of bin funeral. I lis said eltrctft are to be ex- 
p()8cd to sale by auction, at their ofiii^ in the Hay- 
niarkct, on the fourth of January next, and are as 
follows : 

A very rich twcezer-case, containing twdvc in- 
itmments for the use of each hour in the day. 

Four pounds of scented snutf, with three gilt 
snuf)*-boxe»i ; one of them with an invisible hingei 
and a looking-glass in the lid. 

Two more of ivory, with the portraitures on thrfi 
lidn of two ladicA ot the town ; the originals to be 
seen every night in the side-boxes of the play- 
house. 

A sword with a fiteel diamond hilt^ never drawn 
but once at May-fair. 

Six clean packs of cards, a quart of orange* 
fliiwcr-water, a pair of Fren( h scissars, a tooth-pick- 
case, and an eye-brow brush. 

A large glass-case, containing the linen anc 
cloaths of" the deceased; amonu; which aiY, twc 
embroidered suits, a pocket perspective, a d()7.ei 
pair oi' 7't*il-/uu'ItHl shoes t three pair ai rt'd xi!h sftxJt' 
inns\ and an amber-lu':uiei! cinie. 

The strolls); box of the dec( .isevl, whereiji wen 
found, five billet-doux, a iiath sliillln^, a (rookd 
sixpence, a silk gaiter, a lock oi' JKiir, and threi 
broken fans. 

A press tor books ; conl.ilninij on the upper :ih'lj 

Three bi)ttles of di'^t-driiik. 

Two boxes of pills. 

A syringe, and other njalhcniallcjl Instruments. 
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On the second shelf are several mlscellaneoui 
vorks; as. 
Lampoons* 
Plays. 

Taylors bills. 
And an almanack for the year seventeen hundred. 

On the third shelf, 

A bundle of letters unopened, indorsed, in the 
band of the deceased^ '* Letters from the old Gen- 
tleman;* 

Lessons for the flute. 

Toland's " Christianity not mysterious :** and a 
paper filled with patterns of several fashionable 
•tuffs. 

On the lower shelf^ 

One shoe. 

A pair of snuffers, 

A French grammar. 

A mourning hatband 5 and half a bottle of us- 
qnebaugh. 

There will be added to these goods, to make a 
complete auction, a collection of gold snuff-boxes 
and clouded canes, which are to continue in fashion 
for three months after the sale. 

The whole are to be set up and prized by Charles 
Bubbleboy, who is to open the auction with a 
speech. 

I find I am so very unhappy, that, while I am 
busy in correcting the folly and vice of one sex, 
several exorbitances break out in the other. I have 
not thoroughly examined their new-fashioned petti- 
coats, but shall set aside one day in the next week 
for that purpose. The following petition on this 
subject was presented to me this morning. 
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" I'lic Immblc petition of William Jingle, Coach- 
inaki:r and Chair-uiakcr, of the liberty of West- 
minster ; 

'* To Isaac BicKERSTAFF, Esquire, Censorof 

Great Britain ; 

'* Shcwelh, 

*' 1'iiat upcn the late invention of Mrs. Catharine 
Cross-siitdi, mnntua-maker, the petticoats of ladies 
were too wide for entering into any C(;ach or chair 
w'hieli was in use before the said invention. 

** That, for the service of the said ladies, your 
petitit^ner has bnilt a round chair, in the form of a 
ianti-rn, six yards and a half in circumference, with 
a stool in the centre of it; tlie said vehicle being so 
contrived, as to receive th<^ passenger by opening in 
two in tlic middle, and closing mathematically when 
she, is f^.eated. 

'• That your petitioner has also invented a coach 
for tlir reception of one lady only, who is to be let 
in at the to]). 

'' That ll'.e said eoaeh has been tried by a lady's 
woman in one of tliese full pt'ttieoats, who was let 
down from a balcony, and drawn up again by puliies, 
to tlu^ L^reat sati.sfaetion of her lady, and all who be- 
held ll(T. 

'* Your petitioner, therefore, most humbly prays, 
that, lor the encouragement of ingenuity and use- 
ful inventions, he may be heard before you pass sen- 
tence upon the petticoats aforesaid. 

And your petitioner, &c." 

I have likewise received a female petition, signed 
by s{ vcral thousands, praying that 1 would not any 
longer defer giving judgment in the case of the 
petticoat, many of them having put ofF the making 
new cloaths, until such time as tliey know what 
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Tcrdict will pdss upon it. I do, therefore, hereby 
certify to all whom it may concern, that I do design 
to set aparc Tuesday next for the final determination 
of that matter, having already ordered a jury of ma- 
trons to be impannelled, for the clearing up of any 
difficult points that may arise in tlie trial. 

*^* Being informed that several dead men in and 
about this city do keep out of the way and abscond^ 
for fear of being buried ; and being willing to re- 
ipite their interment, in consideration of their fa- 
milies, and in hopes of their amendment, I shall 
allow them certain privileged places, where they 
may appear to one another, without causii^ any lett 
or molestation to the living, or receiving any, in 
their own persons, from die company of upholders. 
Between the hours of seven and nine in the morn- 
ing, they may appear in safety at Saint James's 
coffee-house, or at White's, if they do not keep 
their beds, which is more proper for men in their 
condition. From nine to eleven, I allow them to 
walk from Story's to Rosamond's pond* in tbe 
Park, or in any other public walks whid) are not 
frequented by the living at that time. Between 
eleven and three, tliey are to vanish, and keep out 
of sight until three in the afternoon, at which time 
they may go to the Exchange until ^ve ; and then> 
if they please, divert themselves at the Hay-market, 
<Mr Drury-lane, until the play begins. It is further 
granted in favour of these persons, that they may 
be received at any table, where there are more pre- 
sent than seven in number : provided that they do 
not take upon them to talk, judge, commend, or 
find fault with, any speech, action, or behaviour of 

* Story's Gate, at one end oF the Birdcage-walk, still re- 
tains its name ; but Rosannond's-pond, at tho other €Dd|, haa 
^cen filled op within these few years. 
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the living. In \vbich case, it shall be 
stize their persons at any place or hour v 
and to con\cy ihtir bodies to tlie next un< 
any tiling in tins advertisement to the coi 
withstaudi^ig. 



N'lU. SATURDAY, DECEMBEE 



UtinvitS, tic in xtudiiSf fuicbetrimum &f bumanisii 
snuritatem rowiiatfni^ke miiceref ne ilia in trhtitim 
iuiantiam j>roLeiiaU PL IN. £[: 

As in a mnii's life, fo in his studies, I think it W 
liful and huni.ine thing in rhe world, so to in 
vt'xWx pleAS.Mttiy, Chat the one may nut sink intc 
nor the other rise up into wantonness. 

Sheer- la Tie, Decern I er 30. 

I WAS walking iibout luy chamber this mi 
wry gay humour, when I saw a conch s 
door, and a youth about fifteen alighting 
whom I perceived to be the eldest son ot 
friend, that 1 gave some account of in n 
the seventeenth of the last month. I felt 
pleasure rising in me at the sight of hi 
qnaintnnee having begun with his fathe 
was just such a stripling, and .ibout that 
When he came up to me, he took me b) 
and burst out in tears. 1 was extremely n 
ir^iuaediately said, *' Child, how docs y 
do?''. He began to reply, "My moth 
But could not go on for weeping. I ^ 
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with htm into the coach, and gathered out of him, 
'* that his mother was then dying, and that, while 
the holy man was doing the last offices to her, he 
had taken that time to come and call me to his fa^ 
ther> who, he said, would certainly break his 
heart, if I did not go and comfort him." The 
child's discretion in coming to me of his own head, 
and the tenderness he shewed for his parents, would 
have quite overpowered me, had I not resolved to 
fortify myself for the seasonable performances of 
those duties which I owed to my friend. As we 
were going, I could not but reflect upon the cha- 
lacter of that excellent woman, and the greatness of 
his grief for the loss of one who has ever been the 
SQpport to him under all other afflictions. How, 
thought I, will he be able to bear the hour of her 
death, that could not, when I was lately with him, 
speak of a sickness, which was then past, without 
sorrow ! We were now got pretty far into West- 
minster, and arrived at my friend's house. At the 
door of it I met Favonius, not without a secret sa- 
tisfaction to find he had been there. I had formerly 
conversed with him at this house; and as he 
abounds with that sort of virtue and knowledge 
n^hich makes religion beautiful, and never leads the 
conversation into the violence and rage of party- 
disputes, I listened to him with great pleasure. Our 
(discourse chanced to be upon the subject of death, 
which he treated with such a strength of reason> 
and !»reatness of soul, that, instead of being ter- 
rible it appeared to a mind rightly cultivated altoge- 
ther to be contemned, or rather to be desired. As I 
met him at the door, I saw in his face a certain 
glowincr of grief and humanity, heightened with an 
air of t'ortijude and resolution, which, as I after- 
\iardi fo'.md, had such an irresistible force, as to 
suspend tlie pains of the dying, and the lameu* 
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tation of thn nrarest fricnJji who attended her. / 
wriunp directly to thr room where she lay, and wai 
nirt at the tntRuicc by my triend» who, notwitii- 
fttnnding hin thought h had txni composed a litde 
Ivforc, at thr itighi of me turned away his face and 
wept. 'J'lic little family of rhildreii rejiew«:d the 
c.xprcsHions ol their Harrow acrordiiii; to their several 
a^cH aiul df't^riTK of uiidtrfi tan ding. Tiie eldest 
«btii(htrr wii.s in tears, busied in attendance upon 
her mother ; others were kneeling about the bcd- 
Kidr : ;in(l wliat troubled me most was, to see « 
little <)(>)', whf) WBH too yoinig to know the reasoo, 
wtepingonly IxciuKe his histi.rs did. The only one 
ill the room who seuucd re.signcd and comtorted 
was thodyitK^ {xTson. At my appnxich to the bed« 
9idc» she told me, with a low broken voice, "Thii 
is kindly (l(.ne— Take eani of yonr friend— —do not 
go from him !'* Slie had before taken leave of ber 
liiisbnnd and ehildren, in a manner »ro{)er for so 
Kolenin a {lariing. and with a graccliilness peculiar 
t^) a woman of li^ r < h.iricler. A'ly heart was torn 
in pieee , to see the husband on one. side suppressing 
and keepnii; down llic. .swellings of his grief, for 
fear of ciisiuriMiig her in her last moments ; and the 
wife even at tiiai time concealing the pains she en- 
dured, for f( ar of increasing his afllietion. She 
krjjt her eyes upon liim for some moments after she 
grew sp> cehless, and soon alter chised them for 
ever, in the moment ot l)er departure, my friend^ 
wiio had thus far commanded himself, gave a deep 
groan, and i'ell into a swoon by her bedside. The 
(lislnu lion of the ehildren, wjio thought they saw 
both tJKir parents ey.pirin'j; together, and now lying 
dead belnie lli( :n, would Jiave nielted the haidcst 
hrart ; l>ut tiny .s(M)n perceived the'ir father recover, 
whom 1 liflped to remove into another room, with 
a rctjululion to accompany him until tlic first pangs 
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of his aflliclion were abated. I knew consolation 
would now be impertinent 3 and, therefore, con- 
tented myst'lf to sit by him, and condole with him 
in silence. For I sliall here use the method of an 
antient author, who, in one of his epistles, re- 
lating the virtues and death of Macrinus's wife, ex- 
presses himself thus : " I shall suspend my advice 
to this best of friends, initil he is mac(e capable of 
receiving it by those tlnee great remedies, the ne- 
cessity of submission, length of time, and satiety of 
grief." 

In the mean time, I cannot but consider, with 
much commiseration, the melancholy state of one 
who has had such a part of himself torn from him, 
and which he misses in every circumstance of life. 
His condition is like that of one who has lately lost 
his right arm, and is every moment offering to help 
himself with it. He does not appear to himself the 
same person in his house, at his table, in company, 
or in retirement ; and loses the relish of all the plea- 
sures and diversions that were before entertaining to 
him by her participation of them. The most 
agreeable objects recall the sorroV for her with 
whom he used to enjoy them. This additional sa- 
ti>faction, from the taste of pleasures in the society 
of one we love, is admirably described by Milton, 
who represents Eve, though in Paradise itself, no 
further pleased with the beautiful objects around 
her, than as she sees them in company with Adam, 
in that passage so inexpressibly cha'rmmg : 

** With thee conversing, I forget all time ; 
All seasons, and thor change ; ail please :il ke. 
Sweet is the breath of morn, licr rising sweet 
With charm of earliest binls ; pleafaiu the M»n, 
When first on thisdelighth)! l:ind he spreuls 
His orient beams, on herb, tree, fiuir, uid fiowerj 
Gliitering with Uew j fragrant the fcrtils car;h 
VOL. III. Q, 
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After soft showers ; and sweet the coming on 
Of grateful evening mild ; the silent night, 
Wilh this ber solemn bird, and this fair moon. 
And these the gems nf Heaven» her starry traia 
But neither breath of morn wh?n she ascends 
With charm nf earliest birds ; nor rising son 
On this delightful land ; nor herb, fniit, flower 
Glistering with dew ; nor fragrance after showe 
* Kor grateful evening mildi nor silent night, 
With this htr solemn bird, nor walk by moon. 
Or gUttering star-light, without thee is sweet. 



» 



The variety of images in this passage is : 
pleasing, and the recapitulation of each p 
image, with a little varying of the expressio 
one of the finest turns of words tliat I h 
seen : wkich I rather mention, because il 
den has said, in his preface to Juvenal, 
could meet with no turn of words in Mil to 

It may he further observed, that tho 
sweetness of tliese verses has something ii 
pastoral, yet it excels the ordinary kind, 
as the scene of it is above an ordinary field 
dow. I might here, since I am accidentallv 
this subject, show several passages in Mi 
have as excellent turns of this nature as an 
English poets whatsoever ; but shall only 
that which follows, in which he describes t 
angels engaged in the intricate disputes of 
tination,, free-will, and fore-knowledge ; 
humour the perplexity, makes a kind of 1 
in the very words that describe it. 

** Others apart sat on a hill retired. 
In thoughts more elevate, and reason'd liigh 
Of providence, fore-knowledge, ui!l, and fate, 
Fix*d fate, free-will, fore-knowledg" abi.olute^ 
And found no end, in wandering mazes lost.*^ 
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N'llS. TUESDAY, JANUARYS, 1709-10. 



— — Navitm intirvenit vi/ium &f calanutatf 

Ut neque tpeetarif ns<fue cognoici fotucrit : 

Ita pcpulut itudio itupidut in funamhulo 

y^fitmum occuparat, TER.. Prol. de Hecyra. 

A tumult so ancommon interven'di 

As neither could be seen, nor understood : 

So taken were the people, so engag'd 

With a rope-daocer 1 Col mast* 

Sheer-lane, January i, ♦ 

I WENT on Friday last to the opera, and was sur- 
prised to find a thin house at so noble an entertain- 
ment^ until I heard that the tumbler was ik t to 
make bis appearance that night. For my own part, 
I was fully satisfied with tlie sight of an actor, who, 
by the grace and propriety of his action and gesture, 
does honour to an human figure, as much as the 
other vilifies and degrades it. Every one will ea- 
sily imagine I mean Signior Nicolini, who sets oil 
the character he bears in an opera by his action, as 
much as he does the words of it by his voice. 
Every limb, and every finger, contributes to the 
part he acts, insomuch that a deaf man might go 
along with him in the sense of it. There is scarce 
a beautiful posture in an old statue which he does 
not plant himself in, as the different circumstances 
of the story give occasion for it. He performs the 
most ordinary action in a manner suitable to the 
greatness of his character, and shows the prince 
even in the giving of a letter, or dispatching of a 
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message. Our best actors are somewhat at a 1 
support themselves with proper gesture, as 
move from any considerable distance to the fro 
the stage j but I have seen the person of wli 
am now speaking enter alone at the remotest p 
it, and advance from it, with such greatness i 
and mien, as seemed to fill the stage, and a 
same time commanded tlie attention of the and 
with the majesty of his* appearance. But, not 
standing the dignity and elegance of this cnte 
meat, I find for some nights past, that Punch 
has robbed tliis gentleman of the greater part 
female spectators. The truth of it is, I find 
very hard a task to keep that sex under any m 
of government, that I have often resolved to 
them over entirely, and leave them to their ow 
ventions* I was in hopes that I had brought 
to some order, and was employing my though 
the reformation of their petticoats, when on a 
den I received information from all parts, that 
run gadding after a puppet-shew. I know 
well, that what I here say will be thought by 
malicious persons to flow from en\-y to Mr. Po 
for which reason I shall set the late dispute bet 
us in a true light. Mr. Powell and I hud 
difference about four months ago, which we 
naged by way of letter, as Icariied men oui^ 
do J and 1 was very well contented to bear 
sarcasms as he was pleased to throw upon me 
answered them with the same freedop.i. Ii 
midst of this our misunderst.indinG: and corre 
dence, I happened to give the world i\i\ aceoii 
the order ot Esquires ; upon whieh Mr. P 
■was 80 disingenuous, as to mnke one of his pr.j 
I wish ] knew which of them ii was, dechir 
"way of prologue, ** that one Isaac IJiektr-t.: 
pretended esquiie, had written a scuniiuv. j 
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to the dishonour of that rank of men ;" and then, 
with more art than honesty, concluded, "that all 
the enquires in the pit were abased by his antagonist- 
as much as he was." This public accusation made 
all the esquires of tliat county, and several of other 
parts, my professed enemies. I do not in the Jeast 
question but that he will proceed in his hostilities ; 
and 1 am informed, that part of his design in coming 
to town, was to carry the war into my own quarters. 
1 do, tlierefore, solemnly declare, notwithstanding 
that I ar^i a great lover of art and ingenuity, that 
if I hear he opens any of his people's mouths 
against me, I shall not fail to write a critique upon 
his ^vhole performance; for I must confess, that I 
have naturally so strong a desire of praise, that I 
cannot bear reproach, though from a piece of tim- 
ber. As for Punch, who takes cll opportunities of 
bespattering me, I know very well his original, and 
have been assured by the joiner who put him toge- 
ther, *' that he was in long dispute with himself, 
whether he should turn him into several pegs and 
utensils, or make him the man he is." The same 
person confessed to me, •* that he had once actually 
laid aside his head for a nutcracker." As for his 
scolding wife, however she may value herself at 
present, it is very wdl known, that she is but a 
piece of crab-tree. This artificer further whi>- 
pered in my ear, " that all his courtiers and noblrs 
were takeri out of a quick-set hedge not far from 
Islington ; and that doctor Faustus himself, who is 
now so great a conjurer, is supposed to have learned 
bis whole art from an old woman in that neighbour- 
hood, 'whom he long served iu the figure of a 
broomstaff." 

But, perhaps, it may look trivial to insist so 
much upon men's persons ; I shall, therefore, turn 
my thoughts rather to examine their behaviour, and 

a 3 



174 TATLER, > 

consider, whether the several parts are writtc 
to that character which Mr. Powell piques hi 
upon, of an able and judicious dramatist. I 
for this purpose provided myself with the woi 
above twenty French critics, and shall rxamin 
the rules which they have laid down upon the 
tlie stage, whether the unity of time, place 
action, be rightly obscncd in any one of this 
brated author's productions 3 as also, whether i 
parts of his several actors, and that of Punch ii 
ticular, there is not sometimes an impropri< 
sentiments, and an impurity of diction. 

JVhitcs Chocolale-kousey January j. 

I came in here to-day at an hour when on 
tlead api^ar in places of resort and gallantry 
saw hung up the escutcheon of Sir Hannibal, j 
tleman who used to frequent this place, am 
taken up and interred by the company of uphc 
as having been seen here at an unlicensed 
The coat of the deceased is, three bowls and j 
in a green field ; tJie crest, a dice-box. wit 
king of clubs and pam for supp(;r(cr.s. Some 
ago the body was carried out of town with 
pomp and ceremony, in order to be buried wi 
ancestors at the Peak. It is a maxim in mo 
that we are to speak nothing but truth of the 1 
nothing but good of the dead. As I h.ive ear 
observe:d the first during his life-time, I shall; 
myscLf as to the latter now he is deceased. 

lie was knighted very young, not in tlie ore 
form, but by the conunf)n consent of miuikind 

He was in his person between round and sq 
in the <t:(;tion and gesture of his body he was 
fected and i'ree, as nut ]in\iu^ too great a respc 
fujxriors. Ifc was in his discour.-;e bold an 
trcpid ; and as every one has an ciccllcace, a; 
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as a failing, which distinguishes him from other 
men, eloquence was his predominant quality, which 
he had to so great perfection, that it was easier to 
him to speak, than to hold his tongue. This some- 
limes exposed him to the derision of men \N'ho had 
much less parts than himself : and indeed his great 
volubility, and inimitable manner of speaking, as 
well as the great courage he showetl on those oc- 
casions, did sometimes betray him into that ligurc 
of speech which is commonly distinguished by the 
name of Gasconade, To mention no other, he pro- 
fessed in this very place, some days before he died, 
*' that he would be one of the six that would under- 
take to assault me 3" for which reason I have had 
his figure upon my wall until the hour of his death : 
and am resolved for the future to bury every one 
forthwith who I hear has an intention to kill me. 

Since I am upon the subject of my adversaries, 
I shall here publish a short letter, which I have re- 
ceived from a well-wisher, and is as foDows : 

" Sage Sir, 
" You cannot but know, there are many scrib- 
blers, and others, who revile you and your writings. 
It is wondered that you do not exert yourself, and 
crush them at once. I am. Sir, with great respect. 
Your most humble admirer and disciple." 

In answer to this, I shall act like my predecessor 
JE^op, and give him a fable instead of a reply. 

It happened one day, as a stout and honest 
mastiff, that guarded the village where he lived 
against thieves and robbers, was very gravely walk- 
ing with one of his puppies by his side, all the 
little dogs in the street gathered about him, and 
barked at him. The little puppy was so offended 
at this affrpat done to his sire, that he asked him 
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why he would not fall upon them, and tear the 
pieces ? To which the sire answered, wiih i 
composure of mind, " If there were no can 
should be no mastilf.*' 



N'116. THURSDAY, JANUARYS, 1709-U 

Pars mnima at ipsa fueUa xuU OVID* 

The youog lady is the least part of herself, 

Sheer^lane, January 4. 

The court being prepared for proceeding on the 
cause of the petticoat, I gave orders to bring in a 
criminal, who was taken up as she went out of the 
pnppct-shcw about three nights ago, and was now 
standing in the strert, with a great concourse of peo- 
ple about her. Word was brought me, that she had 
endeavoured twice or thrice to come in, but could 
not do it by reason of her petticoat, which w as too 
large tor the entrance of my house, though I had 
ordered both the folding doors to be thrown open for 
its reception. Upon ibis, I desired {he jur}' ot ma- 
trons, who stood at my right-hand, to inform them- 
selves cf her condition, and know whether there 
were any private reasons why she might not make 
her appearance separate from her petticoat. This 
A'as managed with great discretion, and had such 
n eliect, that upon the return of the verdict from 
he bench of matrons, I issued out an order forth- 
itli, '* tliat the criminal should be stripped of her 
cumbrances^ until she became little enough to 
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mter my house.*' I had before given directions for 
m engine of several legs, that could contract or open 
tself like the top of an umbrella, in order to place 
he petticoat upon it, by which means I might take 
I leisurely survey of it, as it should appear in its 
jroper dimensions. This was all done accordingly 5 
md forthwith, upon the closing of the engine, the 
petticoat was brought into court. I then directed 
die machine to be set upon the table, and dilated in 
iuch a'mauner.as to shew the ffirment in its utmost 
:ircumference j but my great hall was too narrow for 
:he experiment; for before it was half unfolded, it 
iescribed so immoderate a circle, that the lower part 
if it brushed upon my face as I sat in my chair of 
udicature. I then inquired for the person that be« 
iOnged to the petticoat ; and, to my great surprize, 
was directed to a very beautiful young damsel, with 
JO pretty a face and shape, that I bid htr come out 
jf the crowd, and seated her upon a little crock at 
my left hand. " My pretty maid," said I, " do you 
}wn yourself to have been the inhabitant of the 
garment before us ?*' The girl, I found, had good 
sense, and told me widi a smile, that, "notwith- 
itanding it was her own petticoat, she should be 
irery glad to see an example made of it ; and that 
ibc wore it for no other reason, but tliat she had a 
nind to look as big and burly as other persons of her 
quality; that she had kept out of it as long as she 
:ould, and until she began to appear little in the eyes 
)f her acquaintance J that, if she laid it aside, peo- 
ple would think she was not made like other women " 
[ always give great allowances to the fair sex upon 
iccoiint of the fashion, and, therefore, was not dis- 
)leased with the defence of my pretty criminal. I 
hen ordered the vest which stood before us to be 
irawn up by a pully to the top of my great hall, and 
afterwards to be spread open by the engine it wa^ 
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placed upon, in such a manner, that it formed a 
very splendid and ample canopy over our heads, and 
covered the whole court of judicature with a kind of 
silken rotunda, in its form not unlike the cupola of 
Scint Paul's I entered upon the whole cause, with 
great satisfaction as I sat under the shadow of it. 

The counsel for the petticoat were now called in, 
and ordered to produce what they had to say against 
the popular cry which was raised against it. They 
a Pi severed the objections with great strength and so- 
lidity cf argument, and expatiated in very florid ha* 
ran^ucs, which they did not fail to set off and Jube- 
loir, if I may be allowed the metaphor, with many 
periodical sentences and turns of oratory. The chief 
arguments for their client were taken, first, from 
tlie great benefit that might arise to our woollen 
manufactory from this invention, which was calcu- 
lated as follows. The common petticoat has not 
abo\ e four yards in the circumferepce ; whereas this 
ovor our heads had more in the semi-diameter j so 
tJiat, by allowing it twenty -four yards in the circum- 
ference, the five millions of woollen petticoats which, 
according to Sir William Petty, supposing what 
oii^ht to be supposed in a w^ell-governed state, that 
all petticoats are made of that stulf, would amount 
to li.irty millions of those of the anc^ient mode. A 
proc'igious improvement of the woollen trade! and 
wh^r. could not fail to sink the power of France iu 
a few years. 

To introduce the second argument, they begged 
leave to read a petition of the ropemakers, wherein 
at was represented, *' that the demand for cords, 
and the price of them, were much risen since this 
fashion came up." At tliis, all the company who 
were present lifted up their eyes into tlie vault j and 
1 must confess, we did discover many traces of cord- 
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age, which were interwoven in the stiffening of the 
drapery. 

A third argument was founded upon a petition of 
the Greenland trade, wnich likewise represtnicd 'he 
great consumption of whalebone which w.)iilc1 f)e 
occasioned by the present fashion, and the bfiu'lt 
which would thereby accrue to that branch of the 
British trade. 

To conchide, they gently touched upon tlie weir^Iit 
and unwieldiness of tlie garment, which they in- 
sinuated might be of great use to preserve the ho- 
nour of families. 

These arguments would have wrought very mucli 
upon me, as I then told the company iu a long and 
elaborate discourse, had I not cousidcretl t!ic great 
and additional expeuce which such fashions wt)ul(l 
bring upon fathers and hu.^bands ; aiid, th.-reforc, 
by no means to be thought of until some years aiU r 
a peace. I further urged, that it would be a pv. ju- 
dice to the ladies themselves, who could n;"vcr ex- 
pect to have any money in the pocket, if tliey laid 
out so much on the p'^tticoat. To this I addi-d, the 
great temptntion it mi»;ht give to viit^ins, of acting 
in security like married women, and by that m. :ins 
give a check to matrimony, an institution always en- 
couraged by wise societies. 

•At the same time, in answer to the strv-^Ml peti- 
tions produced on that side, I shewel orr u')sf ii d 
by the women of several persons o< qual.t , l.uiably 
setting forth, "that, since the introduciion of :Ms 
mode, their respective ladies had, instead of be- 
stowing on them their cast gowns, out Hvm i U(> 
shreds, and mixed tlv^m with the cordage ' r; hi^ 1,- 
ram, to complete the stiiFennig ot'th. i; lUi c p *i- 
coats.'* For which, and sundry other rcc:/).i ■ ...;- 
nounced the petticoat a forfeiture : b'.^t, t^. ^'" v. :•' if. 
I did not make that judgment for tlic baiic ui jiUr:y 
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/•fiTf, I onlflfd it to Ih» foKltnl up, diul !^rn 
a piTitrnt lo a >^ldo\v-geiUlr\\^;urtn» who b 
daughtf rn \ desiring she would nmkt^ carh t 
H [KttictHil out ot* it, tthd »oud mc bnck ihr v 
df r, which I design t\> cut iuu> stoumt hn^ 
facinu;* of my Nv«i»tctxHt*«lrrvrs» uud other g^v 
ttuitaote to my ngr and t^uulity. 

I would not br undn^toml, thut» while I 
this mon«tvous inwutiou, t tun an cnru\y 
proper nrnanif ntn of the t\ur wc x. On the 1 1^ 
M th« hand of uaturo haji poured on thcni 
profuMon of chanm nndgmtTH, and ^ent xUr 
th« world meit? amiable nnd lini>hrd tlmn the 
her works < m I would hnve them hcstow \ ;\'n 
•elves all the additional beauties that art ran 
tliem with, provided it di>cH not inlerleiT wit 
guise, or j>ervert tluwc of nature. 

I consioer wtminn ttvH a beautiful i\>nuu\ti> t 
that n\ay bo adon\ed with fur» nnd Iciiihei?*, 
and dlatuondsi ores luuUllks, The hn\ sht 
its Mti at her feet to niake hrr a llppc t i \\ 
cook, parn>t» and swan shall /mv «. 'vr* //.%/; 
her mutf ) the sea .shall he m airhVd tor sh<\\ 
the rocks fv^r ^ms ; and every \^My ol natuto I 
out its share towards tliceml>cl)tshmeni ,1 aei 
that IS the most cv>nsummate work ot It. ; 
1 shall indulge them in; but as tor \\\r |h 
I hrtvc been »peakinjj: ol\ I neither can Uv 
allow it. 
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Darattf & vomut r«Airi urvate ucunJlt* 

VIRO. Em I axt; 

Endure the hardihipi of yoar present itate^ 
Livoi ind reserve younelves for better fate. 

Dkydiit* 

Shfer-lane, January b* 

When I look into the frame and constitution of mjr 
own mind, there is no part of it which I observe with 
greater satisfaction, than that tenderness and concern 
which it bears for the good and happiness of man- 
kind. My own circumstances are indeed so narrow 
and scanty, that I should taste but very little plea- 
iure, could* I receive it only from those enjo}'ments 
which are in my own possession ; but by this great 
tincture of humanity, which I find in all my thoughts 
and reflections, I am happier than any single person 
can be, with all the wealth, strength, beauty, and 
guccess, that can be conferred upon a mortal, if he 
only relishes such a proportion of these blessings as 
is vested in himself, and m his own private property. 
By this means, every man that does himself any real 
service does me a kindness. I come in for my share 
in all the good that happens to a man of merit and 
▼irtue, and partake of many gifts of fortune and 
power that I was never born to. There is nothing 
in particular in which I so much rejoice as the de- 
liverance of good and generous spirits out of dangers, 
difficulties, an4 dis^esses. Aud because the world 
yoh. III. R 
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does not supply instances of this kind to i 

sufficient entertainments for such an hun 

benevolence of temper, I have ever de 

reading the history of ages past which d 

Cher into a narrow compass the great o 

and events that are but thinlv sown in t 

of time, which lie within our own know 

observation. When I see the life of a g 

who has deserved well of his country, a1 

struggled through all the oppositions of 

and envy, breaking out with lustre, ar 

forth in all the splendor of success^ I close 

and am an happy man for a whole evening 

But since in historv events are of a mix 

and often happen alike to the worthless ai 

serving, insomuch that we frequently see 

man dying in the midst of disappointment 

laroities, and the vicious ending their days 

perity and peaces I love to amuse myself 

accounts I meet with in fabulous historie 

tions : for in this kind of writing we ha 

the pleasure of seeing vice punislied, and 

warded. Indeed, were we able to view 

the whole circle of his existence, we shouU 

satisfaction of seeing it close with happin« 

sery, according to his proper merit : but ti 

view of him is interrupted by death bef< 

nishipg of his adventures, if I may so speal< 

be sure tlxat the conclusion and catastropl 

gcther suitable to his behaviour. On tlie 

the whole being of a man, considered as a 

a knight-rcrrant, is comprehended vntliin i 

of a poem or romance, and, tlierefore, alv 

to our satisfaction j so tliat inventions of 

are like food and exercise to a good-natui 

sition, which tlit-y please and gratify at 

tiiuc, rhat they nourish and strengthen. Tl 
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the affliction is in which we see our favourites in 
these relations eneaged^ the greater is U.e pleasure 
we take in seeing them relieved. 

Among the many feigned histories which I have 
met with in my reading, there is none in which tlie 
hero's perplexity is greater, and tlie winding out of 
it more difficult, than that in a French author whose 
name I have forgot. It so happens, that the hcro*s 
mistress was the sister of his most intimate friend, 
who for certain reasons was given out to be deadi 
while he was preparing to leave his country in quest 
of adventures. The hero having heard of his friend" s 
death, immediately repaired to his mistress, to con- 
dole with her, and comfort her. Upon his arrival 
in her garden, he discovered at a distance a man 
clasped in her arms, and embraced with tlie most 
endearing tenderness. What should he do ? It did 
not consist with the gentleness of a knight-erraot 
either to kill his mistress, or tlie man whom she was 
pleased to favour. At the same time, it would have 
spoiled a romance, should he have laid violent hands 
on himself. In short, he immediately entered upon 
his adventures -y and after a long series of exploits, 
found out by degrees that the person he saw in his 
mistresses arms was her own brother, taking leave 
of her before he left his country, and the embrace 
•he gave him nothing else but the affectionate fare- 
well of a sister : so that he had at once the two great- 
est satisfactions that could enter into the heart of 
man, in finding his friend alive, whom he tliought 
dead ; and his mistress faithful, whom he had be 
lieved inconstant. 

There are indeed some disasters so very fatal, th? 
it is impossible for any accidents to rectify then 
Of this kind was that of poor Lucretia ; and yet v 
see Ovid has found an expedient even in this ca? 
He describes a beautiful and royal virgin walki 

K 2 
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on the sea-shore^ where she was dincovered fajNep« 
tune, and violated after a long and unfuocetsful im^ 
portunity. To mitigate her sorrow, he offtn her 
whatever she could wish for. Never certainty wai 
the wit of woman more puzzled in finding out astn* 
tagem to retrieve her honour. Had she desired to 
be changed into a stock or stone, a beasts fish, or 
fowl, she would have been a loser by it : or had she 
desired to have been made a sea-nymph, or 9 godv 
dess, her immortality would but have perpetuated 
her disgrace, *' Give me, therefore," said she, ''such 
a shape a^ may make me incapable of suffering again 
the like calamity, or of beings reproached for what 
I have already su|Fered.*' To be short, she was 
turned into a man, and, by that only means, avoid* 
cd the danger and imputation she so much dreaded, 

I was once myself in agonies of ^rief that are un<t 
litterable, and in so great a distraction of mind, that 
I thought myself even out of the possibility of ^eceiv* 
ing comfort. The occasion was as follows. Wheq 
J was a youth in a part of the army which was then 
quartered at Dover, I fell in love with an agreeable 
young woman, of a good fapnily in those parts, and 
Lad the satisfaction of seeipe my addresses kindly 
received, which pccasioped the perplexity I am got 
ing to relate, 

We were in a calm evening diverting ourselves 
upon the top of the cliff with the prospect of the sea^ 
and trifling away the time ip such little fopdnesses 
as are most ridiculous to people in business, and most 
agreeable to those in love. 

In the midst of these our innocent endearments, 
•he snatched a paper of verses out of my hand, and 
ran away with them. I was following her, when ot\ 
a sudden the ground, tliough at a considerable dis« 
tauce firpm tbe vei|;e of the preci|>ice^ sunk un^er 
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her, and threw her down from so prodigious an 
height upon such a range of rocks, as would have 
dashed her into ten thousand pieces, had her body 
been made of adamant. It is much easier for my 
reader to imagine my state of mind upon such an oc- 
casion, than for me to express it. I said to myself, 
it is not in the power of heaven to relieve me ! when 
I awaked, equally transported and astonished, to 
gee myself drawn out of an affliction which, the 
very moment before, appeared to me altogetlicr 
inextricable. 

The impressions of grief and horror were so lively 
on this occasion, that while they lasted they made 
me more miserable than 1 was at the real death of 
this beloved person, which happened a few montlia 
after, at a time when the match between us was 
(joncluded 5 inasmuch as the imaginary death was un-^ 
timely, and I myself in a sort an accessary; whereas 
h^r real decease had at least these alleviations, of 
being natural and inevitable. 

The memory of the dream I have related stIU 
dwells so strongly upon me, that I can never read 
the description of Dover-cliff in Shakspeare's trage- 
dy of King Lear, without a fresh sense of my escape. 
The prospect from that place is drawn with such 
proper incidents, that whoever can read it without 

f rowing giddy inust haye a good head, or a very 
ad one. 

** Come on, Sir, here's the place; stand itilll how (earful 
AnJ diszy 'tis to cast one's eyes so low ! 
The crows and ebougb$ Chat -ufing the midway air» 
Show scarce as gross as beetles. Half way down 
J/Unp one that gathers samphire— r Dread ^1 trade ! 
Methinks he seems no bigger than his head. 
The fishermen that walk, upon the beach 
Appear lik^ mipe^ and yon tall anchoring barl( 

«. 3 
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Diminish'd to htr UtU t h«r Uat f a Hoof 
Almost too saull ft>r s«gh\ The murmuriaf target 
Thai «u) th' nimumher'd idhpMn btfa', 
C <nnoC b« lieard so high. 1*U l«uk no more* 
I^kM my braio turn.*' 



N^ 1 18. TUESDAY, JANUARY 10,1709-10. 



Ijisisii Mihf §tliui uUh, mtf»i Mi$ti, 

TmfmxtMin iihi^-^^ HOR. a Ep. ii. 114. 

Already glutted with a farce of age, 
Tis time for theo to quit the wanton stage. 

FiANCia. 

From my own Apartment, January 8. 

I THOUGHT to have given over my prosecution of 
the dead for this season, having by me many other 
projects for tlie reformation of mankind; but I have 
received so many complaints from such different 
hands, that 1 shall disoblige multitudes of my corre- 
spondents, if I do not take notice of thenv. Somt 
of tlie deceased, who, I thoueht, had been laid 
quietly in their graves, are such nobgoblins in public 
assemblies, that I must be forced to deal with theip 
as Evandcr did witli his triple-lived adversary ; who, 
according to Virgil, was forced to kill him thrice 
over, before he could dispatch him. 

Ter fttU Uirmmdus traijt ■ 

-*— Thfke t sent him to the Stygiftn ihort. 
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I am likewise informed, that several wires of my 
dead men have, since the decease of their husbands, 
been seen in many public places, without mourning 
or regard to common decency. 

I am further advised, that several of the defunct, 
contrary to the woollen act, presume to dress tliera- 
selves in lac6, embroidery, silks, muslins, and other 
ornaments forbidden to persons in tlieir condition. 
These and other the like informations moving mc 
thereunto, I must desire, for distinction sake, an4 to 
conclude this subject for ever, tliat when any of 
these posthumous persons appear, or are spoken of^ 
that their wives may be called widows -, their houses, 
sepulchres i their chariots, hearses*, and their var- 
ments, fiannel : on which condition, they shall be 
allowed all the conveniencies that dead men can in 
reason desire. 

As I was writing^this morning on this subject, I 
received the following letter: 

** Mr. BiCKERSTAFF, From the banks of Styx, 
'* I must confess, I treated you very scurrilous!/ 
when you first sent me hither ; but you have dis- 
patched such multitudes after me to keep me in 
countenance^ that I am very well reconciled both ta 
you and my condition. We live very lovingly to- 
gether ; for as death makes us all equal, it makes ua 
very much delight in one another's company. Our 
time passes away much after the same manner as it 
did when we were among you : eating, drinking, 
and sleeping, are our chief diversions. Our Quid- 
nuncs between whiles go to a coffee-house, where 
they have several warm liquors made of the waters 
of Lethe, with very good poppy- tea. We that arc 
the sprightly geniuses of the place refresh ourselves 
frequenfly with a bottle of mum, and tell storici 
unUl we fall asleep. You would do well to send 
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anions^ nt Mr. DodwcU's book against the immor- 
tality of the soul, which woiild be of great consolation 
to our whole frafemiiy, who would be very glad to 
find that they arc dead for good and all^ and would 
in partioUar make me rest for ever 

Yours, 

John Pa&tkidob. 

'^ P. S. Sir James is just apiyed here in goo4 
health." 

The foregoing letter was the more pleasing tome« 
heri^usc I iM:rcci\c some little symptoms in itofi^ 
rcsu>citation ; and having lately sern the predictions 
of tills author, which arc written in a true Protestant 
spirit of prophrcy, and a particular zeal against the 
Trench kine, I have some thoughts of sending for 
blin from the brinks of Styx, and reinstating him in 
his own honse, at the sign of the Globe in Salisbury- 
street. For the encouragement of him and others, 
I shiiU otftT to their consideration a letter, which 
gives mc an account of the revival of one of tlieir 
brethren. 

" SiK, December 31. 

*' I have prrased your Tatlcr of this day, andha\e 
vcpt over it with great pleasure ; I wish you would 
\h*. more fretjuent in your family-pieces. For as I 
consider vo\i under the notion of a great designer, 
I think these are not vour least valuable perform*. 
ances. I am glad to find you have given over your 
facft-painling for some time, because I think yoi^ 
have employed yourself more in grotesque figures 
tluin in beauties i for which reason I would rather 
see you w(;rk upon history-pieces, than on single 
portraits, ^'oiir several draughts of dead men ap- 
pear to me as pictures of still-life, and have done 
tjreat good in (lie ^)lace >yhcre I livre. Ttc cs^uir^ 
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of a neighbouring village^ who had been a long time 
in the number of non-entities^ is* entirely recovered 
by them. For these several years past^ there was 
not an hare in the county that could be at rest for 
him ', and I think, the greatest exploit he ever boasted 
of wa8> that when he was hi^h sheriff of the county^ 
he hunted a fox so far, that he could not follow him 
any fEMrther by the laws of the land. All the hours 
he spent at home^ were in swelling himself u ith 
October, and rehearsing the wonders he did in th*» 
v£eld* * Upon reading your papers^ he has sold hit 
(dogs« shook off his dead companions, looked into 
his estate, gpt the niultiplication-table by heart, paid 
his tithes, and intends to take upon him the omco 
of church-warden next year. I wish the same sucv 
pess with your other patients, and aip^ &c.** 

IJlitto, January 9. 

When I canie home this evening, a ytry tight 
middle-aged woman presented to me the following 
petition : 

^' To fte Worshipful Isaac Bicki:&8taff, Esquire^ 
Censor of Great-Britain. 

^* The humble petition of Pene|;.ope Pr im, WidoWj 

*' She^eth, 

<* That your petitioner was bred a clear-starcher 
and sempstress, and for tpany years worked to the 
Exchange, and to several alderinen's wives, law- 
yers' clerks, ^nd merchants* apprentices. 

That through the scarcity caused by regrators of 
))read com, of which starch is made, and the gentry's 
inmioderate frequenting the operas, the ladies, to 
save charges, have their heads washed at home, and 
tlie beaux put out their linen to common lauuT 
presses. So that your petitioner has little or no wor^ 
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at her trade : for want of which^ she is ] 
such necessity, that she and her seven 
children must inevitably perish^ unless r 
your worship. 

" That your petitioner is informed, th 
tempt of your judgment pronounced oi 
the third instant against the new-fashio 
coat, or old-fashioned fardingal, the lad 
to go on in that dress. And sjnce it is 
your worship will not suppress them by f 
petitioner humbly desires you would o 
ruffs may be added to the dress ; and ths 
be heard by her counsel, who has assure 
titioner, he has such cogent reasons to oti 
court, that ruffs andfardingab are insepai 
he questions not but two thirds of th 
beauties about town will have cambric 
their necks before the end of Easter term 
further says, that the design of our grc 
mothers in this petticoat, was to appear m 
than the lifej for which reason they 
shoulder-blades, like wings, and the ri 
mentioned, to make tlie upper and lowc 
their bodies appear proportionable 5 wl 
figure of a woman in the present dress b 
calls it, the figure of a cone, which, as 1 
is the same with that of an extinguishe 
little knob at the upper end, and widen! 
ward, until it ends in a basis of a most 
circumference. 

*' Your petitioner, therefore, most hun 
that you would restore the ruff to the 
which in their nature ought to be as insc 
the two Hungarian twins * . 

'* And your petitioner shall ever p: 

* Helen »nd Judith, two united twin-sisters, v 
Ttoni, in Hungaiy, Odt. 26, 1701 ; lived to the 
*v-one, and died in a convctit at Petersburg, Feb. 
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I have examined into the allegations of this pe- 
tition, and find, by several antient pictures of my 
own predecessors, particularly that of Dame De- 
borah BickerstafF, my great grandmother, that the 
riiff^ and far dingal are made use of a« absolutely ne- 
cessary to preserve the symmetry of the figure ; and 
Mrs. Pjnramid Bickerstaff, her second sister, is re- 
corded in our family book, with some observations 
to her disadvantage, as the first female of our house 
tliat discovered, to any besides her nurse and her 
husband, an inch below her chin, or above her 
instep. This convinces me of the reasonableness of 
Mrs. Prim*s demand ; and, therefore, I shall not 
allow the reviving of any one part of that antient 
mode, except the whole is complied with. Mrs. 
Prim is, therefore, hereby impowered to cany 
home ruffs to such as she shall see in the above- 
mentioned petticoats, and require payment on de- 
mand. 



*:^* Mr. BickerstafF has under consideration the 
offer from the corporation of Colchester of four 
hundred pounds per annum, to be paid quarterly, 
provided that all his dead persons shall be dl>liged to 
wear the baize of that place. 
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Im temd Iskr, — — VIRO. George lib 

** In wisdom hast tboo made tbem all 1" 

Psalm < 

Sheer-lane, January ii. 

I HAVB lately applied myself with much sail 
to the curious discoveries that have been mad 
help of microscopes, as they are related by 
of our own and other nations. There is a gi 
of pleasure in prying into this world of v 
i)(rhich nature has laid out of sight, and se 
dustrious to conceal from us. Philosophy hac 
over all the visible creation, and began t 
objects for her inquiries, when the present 
the invention of glasses, opened a new ar 
haustible magazine of rarities, more wonder 
amazing than any of those which astonisl 
forefathers. I was yesterday amusing mys< 
speculations of this kind, and reflecting uf 
riads of animals that swim in those little 
juices that are contained in the several vessc 
human body. While my mind was thus fill< 
that secret wonder and delight, I could not I 
upon myself as in an act of devotion, and b 
well pleased with the thought of the great 
anatomist, who calls his description of the { 
an human body, " An Hymn to the S 
Being." Tlie reading of the day produced 
imagination an agreeable moming*s dream, i: 
caU It such; fgr I apa «tiU in doubt whether it 



in my sleeping or waking thongbts. However it 
^was^ I fancied that my good genius stood at my 
bed's head, and entertained me with the following 
discourse ) for, upon my rising, it dwelt so strongly 
upon tnc, that I writ down the substance of it^ if 
aot the very words. 

" If," said he, *' you can be so transported with 
those productions cff nature which are discovered to 
Tou by those artificial eyes that are the works of 
luiman invention, how great will your surprize be, 
when you shall have it in your power to model 
your own eye as you please, and adapt it to the 
bulk of objects, which, with ail thc5se helps, are bv 
• iii6nite degrees too minute for your perception ! We 
vba are unbodied spirits can sharpen our sight ta 
vhat degree we think fit, and make the least work 
•f the creation diiitinct and visible. This gives us 
sich ideas as cannot possibly enter into your pre- 
sent, conceptions. There is not the least particle of 
matter which may not furnish one of us sufHcient 
CHunloyment for a whole eternity. We can still 
divide it, and still open it, and still discover new 
wonders of Providence, as we look into the- different 
texture of its parts, and meet with beds of vegeta- 
bles, minerals, and metallic mixtures, and several 
kinds of animals that lie hid, and as it were lost in 
such an endless fund of matter. I find you are sur- 
prized at this discourse ; but, as your reason tclltt 
you there are infinite parts in the smallest portion 
of matter, it will likewise convince you, that there 
is as great a variety of secrets, and as much nxjm 
for discoveries, in a particle no bigger tlian the point 
©t a pin, as in the globe of the whole earth. Your 
microscopes bring to sight shoals of living creatures 
in a spoonful of vinetjar ; but we who can distin- 
guish them in their different magnitudes, seo among; 
Ihem. several huge Leviathans that terrify the Uttlc 

VOL. III. a 
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fry of animak about them, and take their paitime m 
in an ocean, or the great deep.** I conld not but 
smile at this part of his relation, and told him, *' I 
doubted not but he could give roe the historv of se- 
veral invisible giants, accompanied with tneir re- 
spective dwarfs, in case that any of these litde 
beings are of an human shape.** *^ Yon may assure 
yourself,*' said he, " that we see in these little ani- 
mals difTerent natures, instincts, and modes of lift^ 
which correspond to what you observe in creat o w i 
of bigger dimensions. We descnr millioos of 
species subsisted on a green leaf, which your f^anes 
represent only in crowds and swarms. What ap- 
pears to your eye but as hair or down rising on tne 
surface of it, we find to be woods and foresta, in- 
habited by beasts of prey, that are as dreadfiil in 
those their little haunts, as lions and tigers in the 
deserts of Lybia.** I was much delightra with his 
discourse, and could not forbear telling him, ** that 
I should be wonderfully pleased to see a natural his- 
tory of imperceptibles, containing a true account of 
such vegetables and animals as grow and live out of 
sight." *' Such disquisitions/* answered he, " are 
very suitable to reasonable creatures j and you may 
be sure^ there are many curious spirits among us 
who employ themselves in such amusements. For 
as our hands, and all our senses, may be formed to 
what degree of strength and delicacy we please, in 
the same manner as our sight, we can make what 
experiments we are inclined to, how small soever 
the matter be in which we make them. I have 
been present at the dissection of a mite, and have 
seen the skeleton of a flea. I have been shown a 
forest of numberless trees, which have been picked 
out of an acorn. Your microscope can show you in 
it a compleat oak in miniature ; and could you suit 
all your organs as we do, you might pluck an acorn 
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from thb little oak, 'which contains another tree ; 
•nd to proceed from tree to tree, as long as you 
would think fit to continue your disquisitions. It is 
aknost impossible/* added he, " to talk o( things so 
lenoote from common life, and the ordinary notions 
which mankind receive from blunt and gross organs 
of senae^ without appearing extravagant and ridi- 
culoui. Yoo have often seen a dog opened^ to ub« 
'Wcrve the circulation of the blood, or make uny 
otter useful inquiry ; and yet would be tempted to 
laugh if 4 should tell you, that a circle or much 
greater plilhsophers than any of the llo^al Society, 
". were present at$he exulting up of one of those little 
^nmnals which Wt firid in tne blue of a plumb : that 
Hwas tied down alive before them; and tliat they 
obscTVod the palpitations of the heart, the course of 
the blood, the working of the muscles, and the 
convulsions in the several limbs, with great accu- 
lacnr and improvement.** " I must confess," said I, 
** tor my own pilrt, I go along with you in all your 
discoveries with great pleasure : but it is certain, 
^ey ace too fine for the gross of mankind, who are 
more struck with the description of every thing that 
18 great and bulky. Accordingly we find the best 
judge of human nature setting forth his wisdom, 
not in the formation of these minute animals, 
thoueh indeed no less wonderful than the other, 
Imt m that«of the Jjeviathan and Behemoth, the 
Horse and the Crocodile." " Your observation," 
aaid he, *' is very just ; and I must acknowledge, 
for my own part, that although it is with much de- 
Kght that I sec the traces of Providence in these in- 
stances, I still take greater j)leasure in considering 
the works of the creation in their immensity, than 
jn their minuteness. For this reason, I rejoice 
when I strengthen my sight so as to make it pierce 
■ into the most remote spaces, and take a view of 
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those heavenly bodies which lie bat of the reacli ti 
human eyes, though assisted by telescopes. Wbit 
you look upon as one confused white in the mill^- 
\vay, appears to me a h>ng track of hearenf , dis- 
tinguished by stars that nre ranged in proper figures 
and constellations. While you are admiring the 
sky in a starry night, I am entertained witih a va- 
riety of worlds and suns placed one above another, 
and rising up to such an immense distance^ that no 
created eye can see an end of them.** 

The latter part of his discourse flong'me bio 
such an astonishment, that he had been silent kt 
some time before 1 took notice of it $ when on a 
sudden I started up and drew' my curtains, to look 
if any one was near me, biit saw nobody, and cab- 
not tell to this moment whether it was my good ge- 
muB or a dream that left me. 



I^120. SATURDAY, JANUARYl4,n09.ia 

— — Fiifttt tUviSf uhi passim 
Pnianta trror eerto tie tramitt fellit ; 
liie sifUitrtrsffm, bie daetrwrum mbit, 

HOR.4I. Sat. iu. 4I. 

When, in a wood, we leave the eertain way, 
One error foolt ui, though we varioui stray, 
jSomt 10 tbe left, and some to t'oiher tide. 

Vaamcii. 

Sheer-ldne^ January ij. 

Instead of considering any particular passion or 
character in any one set ^f men, my thoughts were 
U^t night employed on the contemplation of human 
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fife in general j »nd trul^ it appears to me, that tlie 
whole species are hurried on by the same desires, 
and engaged in the same pursuits, according to the 
different stages and divisions of life. Youth is dr« 
▼oted to Inst, middle age to ambition, old age to 
avarice. These are the three general motives and 
principles of action both in good and bad men > 
thoQgn it must be acknowledged, that they change 
their names, and refine their natures, according to 
the temper of the person whom tliey direct and ani- 
SQate. For with tl>e good, lust becomes virtuous 
love V ambition, true honour ; and avarice, the care 
€)f posterity. This scheme of thought amused mc 
very agreeably until 1 retired to rest, and afterward* 
formed itself into a pleasing and regular vision, 
which I shall describe in all its circumstances, as 
the objects presented themselves, wlietlier in a se- 
rious or ridiculous manner. 

1 dres^med that I was in a wood, of so prodigious 
an extent, and cut into such a variety of walks ami 
alleys, that all mamkind were lost and bewildered in 
it. After leaving wandered up and down some time, 
J came into the centre of it, which c^ned into a 
wide plain, filled with multitudes of both sexes. I 
here discovered three great roads, very widt^ and 
king, that Uxl into li^ree ditl:erent parts of tl>e forest. 
On a sudden, the whole multitude broke into three 
parts, according to their dificrent ages, and mtarched 
in their respective bodies into the three great roads, 
that lay before them. As I l>ad a mind to know 
how each of these roads terminated, and whither 
they would lead those who passed through them, I 
^)incd myself with the assembly that were in the 
flower and vigour of their :ige, and called them- 
s<'Wc» ^ the band of lovers.** I found, to my great 
Hirprize, that several old men besides myself had, 
iiurudcd into thi3 agreeable companv } as 1 had be* 

S3' 
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lore obficn'ed, there were some young meo 
had uniled themselves to •* the band of mU 
and were walkhig up the path of avarice; dn 
both made a very ridiculous 6^m, and wen 
much laughed at by those they joined, as by tl 
they forsook. The walk whldi we marched 
for thickness of shades, embroidery of flou-ers, i 
uu*h)dy of birds, with the dibtant nurling 4»f streai 
and iaUs of water, was so wonderfully deligbU 
thni it charmed our senses, and intoxicated o 
minds with pleasure. We had not been long be 
before every mau singled out some woman, \ 
uhom he odered hi^ addresses, and profesiicd biro 
s<*lf a lover ; when on a sudden we perceived thi 
delicious walk to gi'ow more narrow as we advance! 
in it, until it ended in many intricate tliickers, 
mazes, and labyrinths, that were so mi&ed with 
roses and brambles, brakes of tlu>rns, and beds of 
llowers, rocky paths, and pleasing grottoa, that it 
was hard to say, whether it gave greater delij^ht or 
pevpkxily to those who travelled in it. 

It was here tliat the lovers began to be eager in 
their pursuits. Some of their mi:itxcsses, who only 
st'cnied to retire for the sake of form «ind decency, 
led them it)to plantations that were disi)osed into 
regular walks j where, after they luid wheeled about 
iH some turns and windings, they sutlcred theai- 
ffc^lves to be overtaken, and gave their bands t(» 
those v'lio pursued them. Others witlidrew from 
their followers into little wildernesses, where there 
were so many paths interwoven with each other in 
so much confusion and irregularity, that several U 
ihe lovers (juilteJ the pursuit, or L;<;kc their hearts 
in the ehaee. It was •jou:eiime.> very odd to bcc a 
man pursuing a fine woman that \v;;.s tbilowing 
■another, whtjsc eye was lixed upon a fourth, that 
4ud her uw n game in view hi some other quarter of 



It 1 20. TATLER. ] 99 

the wilderness. I could not but observe two tliingfi 
in this place which I thougiit very particular. That 
several persons, who stood only at the end of the 
avenues, and cast a careless eye upon the nyni])hs 
during their whole flight, often catcbed them ; 
when those who pressed them the most warmly, 
through all their turns and doubles, were wholly 
^msuccessful : and that some of my own age, who 
were at tirst looked upon with aversion and con- 
' tempts by being well acquainted with tlic wilder- 
ness, ana by dodging their women in the particular 
comers and alleys of it, catched them in their arms, 
and Ux)k them from those whom they really loved 
and admired. There was a particular grovtf, which 
was called " the labyrinth of coquettes ;** where 
snany were enticed to the chace, but few returned 
with purchase. It was pleasant enough to see a 
celebrated beauty, by smiling upon one, casting a 
glance upon another, beckoning to a third, and 
adapting ner charms and graces to the several follies 
of those that admired her, drawing into the laby- 
rinth a whole pack of lovers, that lost themselves 
in the maze, and never could find their way out of 
it. However, it was some satisfaction to me, to 
see many of the fair ones, who had thus deluded 
their followers, and left them among the intricacies 
of the labyrinth, obliged, when they came out of it, 
to surrender to the first partner that offered himself. 
I now bad crossed over all the difhcult and per- 
plexed passages that seemed to bound our walk, 
when on the other side of them I saw the same great 
road running on a little way until it was terminated 
by two beautiful temples. I stood here for some 
time, and saw most of the multitude who had been 
dispersed amongst the thickets, coming out two by 
two, and marching up in pairs towards tlie temples 
that stood before us. The structure on the right- 
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hand was, as I afterwards foond, consecrated to 
virtuous love, and could not be entered but by soch 
as received a ring, or some other token, nom a 
person who was placed as a guard at the gate of it 
He wore a garland of roses and myrtles on bis 
head, and on liis shoulders a robe like an imperial 
mantle, white and unspotted all over, exoeptiog 
only, that where it was clasped at his breast, there 
were two golden turtle-doves that buttoned it \jj 
their bills, which were wrought in rabies, m 
was called by the name of Hymen, and was seated 
near the entrance of the temple, in a delicions 
bower, made up of several trees, that were em* 
braced by woodbines, jasmines, and amaranthi^ 
wliich were as so many emblenos of marriage, and 
ornaments to the trunks that supported them. Ai 
I was single and unaccompanied, I was not -per- 
mitted to enter the temple, and for that reason am 
a stranger to all the mysteries that were performed 
in it. I had, however, the curiosity to observe 
how the several couples that entered were disposed 
of ; which was after the following manner. There 
were two great gates on the backside of the edifice, 
pt which the whole crowd was let out. At one of 
these gates were two women, extremely beautiful 
though in a dilferent kind, the one having a very 
careful and composed air, the other a sort of smile 
mid ineffable sweetness in her countenance. The 
name of the first was Discretion, and of the other 
Complacency. All who came out of this gate, and 
put themselves under the direction of these two 
sisters, were immediately conducted by them into 
(gardens, groves, and meadows, which abounded in 
delights, and were furnished with every thing that 
< ould make them the proper seats of happiness. 
The second gate of this temple let out all the 
couples that were unhappily marrie^i who came out 
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linked tocher xvith chains, which each iE>f them 
strove to break, but could not. Several of these 
were such as had never been acquainted with each 
other before they met in the great walk, or h^d 
been too well acquainted in the thicket. The en- 
trance to this gate was possessed by three sisters^ 
Mrho joined themselves with these wretches, and 
occasioned most of their miseries. The vonogest 
of the sisters was known by the name of Levity^ 
vho, with the innocence of a virgin, had the dresg 
find behaviour of a harlot. The name of the se-i 
cond was Contention, who bore on her right-arm a 
muff made of the skin of a porcupine 5 and on her 
left carried a little lap-dog, that barked and snapped 
at every one that passed by her* 

The eldest of the sisters, who seemed to have an 
haughty and imperious air, was always accompanied 
with a tawny Cupid> who generally marched before 
her with a little mace on his shoulder, the end of 
"which was fashioned into the horns of a stag. Her 
Earments were vellow, and her complexion pale. 
Her eyes were piercing, but had odd casts in them* 
smd that particular distemper* which makes persons 
who are troubled with it, see objects double. 
Upon inquiry* I was infcnrmed that her name waa 
Jealousy. 

Having finished my observations upon this temple 
and its votaries, I repaired to that which stood on 
the left hand, and was called *' the temple of lust/* 
The front of it was raised on Corinthian pillars, 
with all the meretricious^ ornaments that accom- 
pany that order j whereas that of the other was 
composed of the chaste and matron-like Ionic. 
The sides of it were adorned with several grotesque 
figures of goats, sparrows, heathen gods, satyrsj^ 
and monsters made up of half man half beasts 
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'llir !;ntcii were unguarded, and apra to all dutL 
li:ul a mind to ciitrr. Upf>n my going in, 1 fovmi. 
the windowii were blinded, and let in only a 4iiid 
of twilight, that smrd to discover 41 prodigiuiB 
nunibrr of dark co: fieri aiKl apart inentit, into vbidi 
the whole teniph! Wii*f divided. 1 was hcve stuoiicd 
\\ ith a 4uiKed noise of clamour and jollity. On <m6 
«ide of me 1 hrrard siiii^ing and duncicif^; on Ac 
other brawU and clasihing of swords. In sliort, I 
wah Hu little pleased witii the place, that I was going 
out of it ; but lound 1 could not return by the 
y:\\c where 1 entered, which was barred against all 
tiiat were eonie in, with bolts of iron, and locks 
ot aiianiant. liirre was no going back from diis 
tem|ilc: through the paths of pleastHV which ied to 
It. All who passed through the ceremoniea of the 
place, went out at an iron wicket, which was kept 
by a dreadful giant, called Remone, that held a 
fu:our{;e of ftix)rpion« in his hand, and dro%*e them 
inio the only outlet from that temple. Tliis was« 
]>aii!ia;4c so rugged, so uneven, and choakcd with 
ho many thorns and briar8« that it was a roelan* 
<-lH)ly tiiK-ctacle to belK>ld the pains and diiiioulties 
\vlnch both seirs suticred who walked through it. 
'ill'* men, though in the prime of their youth* 
f(p)H:ire(l weak ami enfeebled with old age. The 
TMiiiMMi wrung their hands, and tore their hair^ 
;.ikI several lorit tlieir limbs before they couhl ex- 
lri(at(: themselves out of the perplexities ok' the 
p:)(h in wliicli thry were engaged. The remaining 
p:irt <if iliii \ision, and tlie adventures I met with 
lii thr two great roads of An>t)ition and Avarice^ 
uiuli be the bubjccL of another Paper* 

AnVURTISKMENT. 

I have ihlii morning received tlic fi)llcwing Letter 
i'win lljc famous Mr.ThonKis Doggct. 



*• Sir, 
•^* On Mondajr next will be acted, for my benefit, 
the Comcdjr of Love for Love. If you will do mc 
^e bonour to appear there, I wifl publish on the 
btttsy that it is to be performed at the request of 
Istac filckevstaff. Esquire, and question not but it 
"wiU bftng me as great an audience, as ever was at 
the house» since the Morocco Ambassador* was 
there. I am, with the greatest respect, your most 
cibedient and most bumbl^ servant, 

Thomas Dogobt/* 

Being naturally an encourager of wit, as well as 
bound to it in the quality of Censor, I returned the 
jfollowing answer : 

" Mr. DOGGET, 

** I am very well pleased with the choice you have 
made 4>f so excellent a play, and have always looked 
upon you as the best of comedians \ I shall therefore 
come in between the first and second act, and re- 
main in the right-hand box over the pit until the 
end of the fourth; provided you take care that every 
thing be rightly prepared for my reception.** 

* AboiK three yean before this tinne, in 1706, towards tha 
end off April| the Morocco ambasMdor made his public entry 
ifno LoodoDt and wai admitted to bis audience. 
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N°l2i. TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, ITO^li 



— — SimUit Mt CyiutiMf wl tiU, tMJmt 
Turhnfit mitidn txtimtui fmtttr 9etUm. 

Like Cfntbia, or the Letbias ef our yttn^ 
Wlw for • tptiTow*s death dinolfe in learii 

From mjf own Apartment, Janucry i6« 

I WAS recollecting the remainder of my vidoBy 
when my maid came to roe, and told me, '' tfaem 
was a gentlewoman below who seemed to be n 
great trouble, and pressed veiy much to see me.** 
When it lay in my power to remove the.diatrcMef 
an unhappy person, I thought I should very ill eM* 
ploy my time in attending to matters of 8peculatioo» 
and therefore desired the lady woiikl walk ra. Wlien 
she entered, I saw her eyes full of tears. However, 
her grief was not so great as to make her omit 
rules j for she was very long and exact in her ci- 
vilities, which gave me time to view and consider 
her. Her cloaths were very rich, but tarnished; 
and her words very fine, but ill applied. These 
distinctions made me, witliout hesitation^ thouf h I 
had never seen her before, ask her, " if her lady 
had any commands for me ?*' She then began to 
weep afresh, and with many broken sighs told me, 
" that their family was in very great aflliction.**— I 
heseechcd her " to compose herself, for that I miglit 
possibly be capable oi assisting them."«»-She then 
cast her eye upon my little dog, and was again 
transported with too much passion ti> proceed; buv 
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with much ado> she at last gave me to understand, 
". that Cupid, her lady's lap-dog, was dangerously- 
ill, and in so bad a condition, that her lady neither 
saw company, nor went abroad, for whicn reason 
she did not come herself to consult niei that, as I 
had mentioned with great aifection my own dog," 
(here she curtesied, and looking first at the cur, 
and then on me, said, " indeed I had reason, for 
he was very pretty) her lady sent to me rather than 
to any other doctor, and hoped I would not laugh 
at her sorrow, but send her my advice.*' I must 
confess, I had some indignation to find myself 
treated like something below a farrier j yet well 
knowing tliat the best, as well as most tender way, 
of dealing with a woman, is to fall in with her hu- 
mours, and by that means to let her see the absur- 
dity of them } I proceeded accordingly. '* Pray, 
Madam/* said I, *' can you give me any methodical 
account of this illness, and how Cupid was first 
taken ?'* '* Sir,** said she, *' we have a little igno- 
rant country girl, who is kept to tend him > she 
M'as recommended to our family by one that xny 
lady never saw but once, at a visit; and you know^ 
persons of quality are always inclined to strangers ; 
for I could have helped her to a cousin of my own^ 
but** — " Good Madam,** said I, ** you neglect the 
account of the sick body, while you are complain- 
ing of this girl.** "No, no. Sir,'* said she, ''beg- 
ging your pardon : but it is the general fault of 
physicians, they are so in haste, that they never 
hear out the case. I say, this silly girl, after wash- 
ing Cupid, let him stand half an hour in the win- 
dow without hiscoUar, where he catched cold, and 
in an hour after, began to bark very hoarse. He^ 
had, however, a pretty good night, and we hoped 
the danger was over ; but for these two nights last 
past, neither he nor my lady have slept a wink/' 

VOL. III. T 
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"HflJilic/' nmdl, "taken any thinjj?*' " 
sflid she; *' but my lady sajfi, he shall take 
thing that yon prcHcribe, provided yon do not i 
1HC! of Jesuit* X powder, or the cold-laih. 
Cupid/* continued slie, " has aKvays bcirn phti 
cai ; and z% he lirft under somrthlng like a ci 
cx^ngh, wc are afraid it will end in a consumptic 
f then asked her, " if she had bfjught any of 
ufater to show me?" Upon this, she stared me 
the face« and said, '' I am afraid, Mr. Bickersta 
you arc not s«rioiw ; but, if you have any rcccij 
that is proper on this occasion, pray let u.s have it 
for my mistress is not to be comforted.*' Up(in thi« 
I paused a little without returning any answer, am 
after s<imc short silence, I proceeded in the follow- 
ing manner : " I have considered the nature of the 
distemper, and the constitution of tlie patient ; and 
bv the best observation that I can make on both, I 
think it is safest to put him into a course of kitchrn 
phybic. In the mean time, to remove his luiarse- 
ness, it will be the most natural way to make Cupid 
his own druggist ; for which reason, I shall pre- 
w;ribe to him, tiirce mwnings successively, as much 
povvclrr as will lie on a groat, of that noljlc remedy 
which the apothecaries call Allum Grufcum,'* Upon 
hearing this advice, the young woman smiled, as if 
she knew how ridiculous an errand she had been 
employed in ; and indeed I found by the sefjuel of 
her (lisrc;ursc, that she was an arch baggage, and 
of a eliaracter that is frequent enout^h in iH'rsoni 
of her employment j who are so used to conform 
tiiemselves in every thing to the humours and 
p;issir)iiH of their mistresses, that they sacrifice su- 
|>erioriiy of sense to superiority of condition, and 
ire insensibly betrayed into the passions and preju- 
lice., ot those whom they serve, witliout giving 
'lemsehes leave to consider tliat they are cxtrava- 
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gant and ridiculous. However, I thought it very 
natural, when her eves were thus open, to see her 
give a new turn to ner discourse, and, from sym- 
pathizing with her mistress in her follies, to fall 
a-railiug at her. *' You cannot imagine," said she, 
" Mr. Bickerstaff, what a life she makes us lead, 
for the sake of this little ugly cur. If he dies, we 
are the most unhappy family in town. She chanced 
to lose a parrot last year, which, to tell you truly, 
brought me into her service ; for she turned ofF.her 
woman upon it, who had lived with her ten years, 
because she neglected to give him water, tliough 
every one of the family says she was as innocent of 
the bird's death, as the babe that is unborn ; nay, 
she told me this very morning, that if Cupid should 
,die, she would send the poor innocent wench I was 
' telling you of to Bridewell, and have the milk* 
woman tried for her life at the Old-Bailey, for 

gutting water into his milk. In short, she talks 
kc any distracted creature/* 
" Since it is so, young woman,'* sard I, " I wiil 
by no means let you ofieud her, by staying on this 
message longer than is absolutely necessary ;'* and 
so forced lier out. 

While I .am studying to cure those evils and 
distresses that are necessary or natural to human 
life, I find my task growing upon me, since br 
these accidental cares, and acquired calamities. If I 
may so call them, my patients contract distempers 
to which their constituticn is of itself a stranger. 
But this is an evil I have for many years remarked in 
the fiiir sex ; and as they are by nature very much 
formed for affection and dalliance, I have observed, 
that when by too obstinate a cinaeUy, or any other 
means, they have disappointed themselves of tlie 
proper objects of love, as husbands, or children, 
such virgins have, exactly at such a year, grown 

T 2 
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fond of lap-dogs> parrots, or other animals. ( 
know at th» time a celebrated Toast« whom I allow 
to be one of the most agreeable of her aex, that» in 
the presence of her admirers, will gire a torrent of 
kisses to her cat, any one of which a Christian wonld 
be glad of. I do not at the same time denj, but 
there are as great enormities of this kind coinroitted 
by our sex as theirs, A Roman Emperor nad so 
very great an esteem for an horse of hisj that be 
had thoughts of making him a Consul i and several 
modems of that rank of men whom we call Country 
Esquires, would not scruple to kiss their houniu 
before all the world, and declare in the presence of 
their wives, that they had rather solute a fiivourite 
of the pack, than the finest wonum in England. 
These voluntary friendships, between animals ci 
different species, seem to arise firom instinct i for 
which reason, I have always looked upon the mu- 
tual good-will between the Esquire and the hound, 
to be of the same nature with mat between ^ lion 
and the jackall. 

The only extravagance of this kind which ap« 
pears to me excusable, is one that grew out of an 
excess of gratitude, which I have somewhere met 
with in Uie life of a IXirkish Emperor. His hursr 
had brought him safe out of a field of battle, and 
from the pursuit of n victorfoua enemy. As a rewani 
for such his good and faithful service, his master 
built him a stable of marble, shod him with gold, 
fed him in an ivory manger, and mude him u 
rack of silver. He annexed to the stable se- 
veral fields and meadows, lakes, and running 
streams, ^t the. same time he provided for him a 
seraglio of mares, the most beautiful that could bo 
found in the whole Ottoman empire. To these 
were added a suitable train of domestics, consisting 
i)f grooms, furriers, mbbera, &c. acco\nmod(itedwith 
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proper liveries and pensions. In short, nothing 
was omitted that could contribute to the ease and 
happiness of his life^ who had preserved the £m'-« 
peror*s. 

*»♦ By reason of the extreme cold, and tJio 
chan^bleness of the weather, I have been pre-* 
vailed upon to allow the free use of the fardingalt, 
until the twentieth of February next ensuing. 
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Cttr in Tbeatrumf Cafo stvere^ vem'sti^ 

MART. lib. z. Ep. ^ 

Why to the theatre did Cato com«» 

With all his boasted gravity ? R. Wynmi^ 

From my own Apartment, January i8. 

I FIND it is tiK)ught necessary., that 1, who have 
taken upon me to censure the irregularities of the 
age, should give an account of m^ own actions^ 
when they appeax* doubtful, or subject to miscon- 
struction. My appearing at the play on Mcmday * 
last is looked upon as a step in my conduct, which 
I ought to explain, that others may not be misled 
by my example. It is true in matter of fact, I was; 
present at the ingenious entertainment of that day> 
and placed myself in a box which was prepared for 

* A person dressed for Isaac Bickerstaff did appev at tlm 
pUy-hotuc on thii occsston. 

T ^ 
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i:i'' witli ^rc.2i Civility and distinctioiT* It in sM "! 
Virt^il, M'licn he riif**r#-(! a Koiiiaii {hr-Mrv, uli-rc 
x'.itrr wtric inaiiy tlioiisiiii'ls of HiKcLHor* pnxiil, 
tl.Jt the uliolr :issriii))ly rose tip to do h'nn hunf:ur'f 
:i irsprrl %v!»i< li was iicvrr briim: paid to any hut 
il: ' ciiip' rr>r. I must contchs, thai iinivi:i-bal c'.jp, 
2\u\ itXht-T tr9tinif;nic4 ^f npplanii;, m ith which i 
iwu rrrcivcd at iny ftnt appearance: in th« titf- 
.vrrc ofCirrat Mritaiii, gave nit n% .Hcn^ihlr n de- 
li 'Jit, 351 the ahorc-mentionrd rereption cokild giv« 
t>* tliat iniiiK'rtai pix-t. I should Im: iui);ralc*f'nl, :it 
t'.c snnir tiinc» if I did not take this o|))Kiri unity ot 
:.' knou'lcdging lUc great civilitU;:» that witc shcMiii 
iiif! I)y Mr. 'ihonias DcK^t^ct, who made his conipli- 
i.i'-nC:* to nic between the actM, after a most ingc- 
aioiM suid diicr«ct manner > and at the »anic time 
rdninmnicatcd to nic, " that the company of (.'|a> 
liildrrs desired to receive nie at their d^M^r at the 
end of the Ilay-market, and to li|^ht me home tu 
jHiv hjdi;ijijj»." 'lliat part of the errrmi/ny I frirbad, 
:\\\{\ look particular care during the whole pliy 
to obser\(! the condu^ of \\\t: drama, and gixc :.o 
ftllence by my own iMrliaviour. Here f think it v. ill 
itiit be torejf^n to my character, to lay down ihe 
\^\-i)\)i'r duricH of an audience, and what i^ ineii:n. 
fiMit Upon each indA'i(trrnl spectatM* in puhlir dl* 
\ : rsioiH of this nature. V.wvy one sliould on these 
rvci^iot)^ .diow his attention, undenitandini;, and 
virtue, f would undertake t(^ find out all the j)er- 
viM. ofseuic and breedini; by the effect of n sin^de 
' iit'-ner, and to dlstint^uiih a crenth^nwiii as nuich 
f . Iiii l.itn'Jr, as l)is b<iw. "When we svtr the loot- 
fii : I ■,\\\i\ lii:> lf)rd diverted by the same jest, it very 
;ii '.<-li iiirni t(/ the diminution of the one, or tlie 
.'• liMiT of the oilirr. Kirt thou(^h a m.in*s (]uality 
I .\.' ap])('.ir iu Ivis uiMlerHLinding and taste, the re- 
^ (•' \Lrtuc ou;;lit to be llic boiuc iuuil ruuk^ aiyd 
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conditions of men, however they make a pi^)- 
fcs»ion of it, under the name of honour, religion, 
or morality. When therefore we see any thing di- 
vert an autiif nee, either in tra2;edy or comedy, that 
strikes at the duties of civil life, or exposes what 
the best men in all ages have looked upon as sacred 
and inviolable ; it is the certain sign ot a profligate 
race of men, who are fallen from the virtue of their 
forefathers, and will be contemptible in the eyes of 
their posterity. For this reason I took great delight 
in seeing the generous and disinterested passiwi of 
the lovers hi this comedy, which stood so many 
trials, and was proved by such a variety of diverting 
incidents, received with an universal approbation. 
This brings to my mind a passage in Cicero, which 
I could never read without being in love with the 
virtue of a Roman audience. He there describes 
the shouts and applauses which the people gave to 
the persons who acted the parts of Py lades and 
Orestes, in the noblest occasion that a poet could 
invent to show friendship in perfection. One of 
them had forfeited his life by an action which ht 
had committed ; and as they stood in judgment be- 
fore the tyrant, each of them strove who should be 
the criminal, that he might save the life of hrs 
friend. Amidst the vehemence of each asserting 
himself to be the offender, the Roman audit nee 
gave a thunder of applause, and by that means, a# 
the autlior hints, approved in others what they 
would have done themselves on the like occasion. 
Metliinks, a people of so much virtue were de- 
servedly placed at the head of mankind : but, alas ! 
pleasures of this nature are not frequently to be rtlet 
with on the English stage. 

The Athenians, at a time when they were thf 
most polite, as well as the most powerful go\'©rn- 
meat iu. the \rorld^ made the. care of the stage, on^ 



• r 



812 TATLER. jqo 

of the chief parts of the administration : and I r 
confess, I am astonished at the spirit of virtue w 
appeared in that people, upon some expressions 
scene of a famous tragedy j an account of wbicl 
have in one of Seneca*s Epistles. A covetous 
son is represented speaking the common sentim 
of all who are possessed with that vice in the foil 
ing soliloquy, which I have translated literally : 

" Let me be called a base man, so I am calh 
rich one. If a man is rich, who asks if he is gc 
The quesdon is, how much we have, not i 
whence, or by what means, we have it. Every 
has so much merit as he has wealth. For my 
part, let me be rich, oh ye gods ! or let me 
The man dies happily, who dies increasing his t 
sure. There is more pleasure in the possessioi 
wealth, than in that of parents, children^ wife 
friends," 

The audience were very much provoked by 
iirst words of this speech 5 but when the actor c 
to the close of it, tliey could bear no longer, 
short, the whole assembly rose up at once in 
greatest fury, with a design to pluck him off 
stage, and brand the work itself with infamy, 
the midst of the tumult, the author came out i 
behind the scenes, begging the audience to be c 
posed for a little while, and they should see the 
gical end which this wretch should come to im 
diately. The promise of punishment appeased 
people, who sat with great attention and pleasui 
see an example made of so odious a criminal, 
with shame and concern that I speak it -, but I 
much question, whether it is possible to mak 
speech so impious as to raise such a laudable be 
and indignation in a modern audience. It is 
natural for an author to aiake ostentation of 
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reading, as it is for an old man to tell stories ; for 
which reason I must beg the reader will excuse me, 
if I for once indulge myself in both these incli* 
nations. We see the attention, judgment^ and vir- 
tue of a whole audience, in the foregoing instances. 
If we would imitate tlie behaviour of a single spec- 
tator, let us reflect upon that of Socrates, in a par- 
ticular which gives me as great an idea of that exr 
tracH'dinary man, as any circumstance of his life, or, 
what is more, of his death. This venerable person 
often frequented the theatre, which brought a great 
many thither, out of a desire to see him. On 
which occasion it is recorded of him, tliat he some- 
times stood, to make himself the more conspicuous, 
and to satisfy the curiosity of the beholders. He 
was one day present at the first representation of a 
tragedv of Euripides, who was his intimate friend, 
and whom he is said to have assisted in several of 
his plays. In the midst of the tragedy, which had 
met with very great success, there chanced to 
be a line that seemed to encourage vice and im- 
morality. 

This was ho sooner spoken, but Socrates rose 
from his seat, and, without any regard to his af- 
fection for his friend, or to the success of the play, 
ihewed himself displeased at what was said, an(l 
walked out of the assembly. I question not but 
4he reader will be curious to know, what the line 
was that gave this divine heatlien so much offence. 
If my memory fails me not, it was in the part of 
Hippolitus, who, when he is pressed by an oath, 
which he had taken to keep silence, returned for 
answer, that he had taken the oath with his tongue, 
hut not with his heart. Had a person of a vicious 
character made such a speech, it might have been 
allowed as a proper representation of the baseness of 
bis thoughts : but such 9n expression^ out of th^ 
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mouth of the virtuous Hippolitus, was givir 
sanction to falsehood^ and establishing perjury 
maxim. 

Having got over all interruptions, I have set : 
lo-morrow tor the closing of nay vision. 
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Audiu^ atqtti tagam juBeo emtponetet ^isquts 
V jUnbitUne m*/a, out upgtnti ^altti amcre. 

HOR. II Sac. 11 

Come all, whose breasts with baJ ambition rise. 

Or tl)e pale passion, that for money dies , 

Compo&e your robes FxAi 

from my own Apartment, Januari^ 20. 

A CONTIXUATION OF THE ViSIOX. 

AViTH much labour and difficulty I passed tlirc 
the lirst part of my vision, and recovered tlie cv 
uf the wood, from wlience I had the prospect oi 
'.iiice great roads. I here joined myself to the r 
iik-agcd party of mankind, who atarched bel 
the standard of Ambition. The great road lay i 
direct line, and wirs termiuatcd by the "Tempi 
\'irtue/' It was plairted on each side with latii 
\\ hich were intermixed with marble tropJiics, cai 
pillars, and statues of lawgivers, heroes, statcsn 
jiliilosophers, and poets. The persons ^^ho travt 
up this i^reat path were such w licic tJiou;;Lli> v 
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bent upon doing eminent services to mankind, or 
promoting the good of their country. On each side 
of this great road were several paths^ that were also 
laid out in straight lines, and ran parallel with it. 
These were most of them covered walks, and receiv- 
ed into them men of retired virtue, who proposed 
to themselves the same end of their journey, though 
they chose to make it in shade and obscurity. The 
oditices at the extremity of the walk were so contriv- 
ed, that we could not see the " 1 emple of Honour" 
bf reason of the "Temple of Virtue," which stood 
liefore it. At tlic gates of this temple we were met 
by the Goddess of it, who conducted us into that of 
Honour, which was joined to the other edifice by a 
beautiful triumphal arch, and had no other entrance 
into it. When the ddty of the inner structure had 
received us, she presented us in a body to a figure 
chat was placed over the high-sdtar, and was the 
emblem of Eternity. She sat on a globe in the midi^t 
laf a golden zodiac, holding the figure of a sun in one 
hand, and a moon in tiie other. Her head was veiled, 
and her feet covered. Our heart's glowed within us, 
as we stood amidst the sphere of light which this 
image cast on every side of it. 

Having seen all that happened to this band of ad- 
venturers, I repaired to another pile of building that 
stood within view of the ** Temple of Honour," and 
was raised in imitation of it, upon the very same mo- 
del; but at my approach to it, I found, that the 
stones were laid together without mortar, and that 
the whole fabric stood upon so weak a foundatioli, 
that it shook with every wind that blew. This wns 
called the " Temple of Vanity." The Goddess of it 
sat in the midst of a great many tapers, that burned 
day and njg^ht, and made her appear much better 
than she vould have done in open day-light. Htr 
whole u tvas^ to shew herself more beautiful and 
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]ir.ij(*stlc than she rcuUy was. For which reason she 
liad painted her face, and wore a cluster of false 
jrwrls wynm her breast : but wiiat I more particularlr 
obsrrvttd was, the bntadlh (»i' lutr petticoat^ whicn 
v:i.i made, altogether in the fabhion of a modern far" 
dingal, Hiis place, was filled with hypocrites, |)C- 
daiits, frec-thinker.^, and prating i)olitician.s ; with a 
rabble ef thoKC who have only tides to make du m 
great men. Female votaries cronded the temple, 
choaked up the avenues of it, and were nu)re in 
numlx-T than the. sand upon lh(^ sea-shorc. 1 made 
it my business, in my return towards cbat])nrt of the 
wood from wlurnce i iirst set out, to obsirvethc 
Walk which led to tlii.i temph; ; for I met in it seve- 
ral wlio had bei^un tjieir journey with the baird of 
virtuous pers(nis, and travelled some time in their 
company j but upon examination I found, that therr 
v/err several paths vvliieh led < ►ut of the great rond 
into the sides of the wood, and ran into at* manr 
crooked turns and windin;^s, that lliosc wlio travelleci 
lliroui;Ii them, often turned their backs upon the 
" Tejnple. of Virtue }" then ero.^ed the '.traii.'Jil n.ail, 
and sometimes marelied in i*. for a Utile .ip.h c, uniil 
ihr (;ro()k(;d path whieli they wen* eni.'a;»;c(l in, ai^ain 
led tliem into llie wooil. 'i'li.r several alleys of tiiesc 
wauderers had theii* particular ornameut.i. One of 
theui 1 could not but take notice; of in the walk of 
tin: mi .chi'-V(;us pretenders to p(;lilics, wliieh had at 
every l\un the lieun* ola perinn, whom i)v \\\r. in- 
icription 1 found to lu: Mae-hiavel, jjointin;^ out the 
way with an exl.ndrd fujj;rr, li!.e a Mi-reurv. 

J. wa i now returned in liic ^imw mnnncras Ixit'orr. 
with a dv;.-ii;n tf) ol>-,erv(: eaiei'uHv «-\erv tfiiu"" tliat 
pa ,^ecl i'l the rr<;ion of Avarice, ;ini th»: (iecumaicf'* 
in tlii\i ;iiienii/iy, which wa^ maiie n[j ot" pi r-ii^ns n* 
my own aiMi. 'Ihis body ol travell. i.-» h.id no: i-»in« 
far in the ihinl [^rciil road, Lcfor': it Ld thvm inxi; 
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There were several long tables placed c 
of tlie temple^ \vith respective officers at' 
hind tliem. Some of these I inquired 
thi: fust tabic, was kept the " Office of C 
Seeing a solicitor extremely busy, and 
every body that passed by -, I kept my ey 
very attentively, and saw him often go 
person that had a pen in his hand, witli a 
tion table and an almanack before him, ^ 
afterwards heard, was all tlie learning he 
of. Tlie solicitor would often apply hii 
ear, and at the same time convey mon 
hand, for which the other would give him 
of paper or pirchniont, signed and seah 
The name of this dexterous and successf 
was Bribery. At the next table was tl 
of Kxtonion." Behind it sat a person in 
counting over great sums of money. F 
little purses to stveril j who after a short tc 
him, in r'.'tain, sacks full of the same ki 
I saw at the s:ime time a person called F 
sat behind .1 counter with f-lhc scales, \W 
and ^caiit) m. asuivs ; by the skilful app 
Mhicli instiumcnts, she had got together a 
heap .)f wealth. It would be endless tc 
sevc r.il ot^ieers, or descri^^e the votaries th 
m 1*:!^ temple. There were many old mc 
an ' '.' ec.lhless, reposing- tluir heads oj>b 
lie;, i n.'.y, rn::iiy of tluni aetiially dyincr, ^ 
pai!j:,o and C')n vulsion-. which rendered t 
u«iA.^s to them, onb; made them n'asr 
faster. There were some tearing wiih 01: 
t!iin^:s, even to the gavments ancl fl( sh of 
sen^Me persons who stood bt fore tliein ; ai 
othtr hand, tlirowing r-way what they] 
10 harlots^ HaUercrs^ and panders that si' 
them. 
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On a sudden the whole assembly fell a trembling j 
and upon inquiry, I found tliat the great room we 
"were in was haunted with a spectre, that many time3 
a day appeared to them, and terrified them to dis- 
traction. 

In the midst of their terror and amazement, tlie 
apparition entered, which I immediately knew to be 
Poverty. V/hether it were by my acquaintance with 
this phantom, which had rendered liie sight of her 
more familiar to me, or however it was, she did not 
make so indigent or frightful a figure in my eye, as 
the god of this loathsome temple. The miserable vo- 
taries of this place ^xere, I found, of another mind. 
Every one fancied himself threatened by tlie appa- 
rition as she stalked about the room, and began to 
lock their coffers, and tie tlieir bags, with the ut- 
most fear and trembling. 

I must confess, I look upon the passion which I 
saw in this unhappy people^ to be of the same nature 
with those unaccountable antipathies which some 
persons are born witli, or rather as a kind of phren- 
zy, not unlike that which throws a man into terrors 
and agonies, at the sight of so useful and innocent a 
thing as water. The whole assembly was surprized, 
when, instead of paying my devotions to the deity 
whom they all adored, tliey saw me address myself 
to the phantom. 

" Oil Poverty 1" said I, '^myiirstpetition to thee 
is, that thou wouldest never appear to me hereafter j 
but if thou wilt not grant me this, that then thoa 
wouldest not bear a form more terrible than that in 
which ihou appearest to me at present. Let not tliy 
threats and menaces betray me to any thing that is 
ungrateful, or unjust. Let me not shut my ears to 
tlie cries of the needy. Let me not forget the person 
that has deser\ed well of me. Let me not, for any 
fear of tliee, desert my friend, my principles, or my 

u 2 
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honour. If Wealth is to visit me, and to come 
her usual attendants. Vanity and Avarice, do 
O Poverty ! hasten to my rescue ; but bring a 
with thee the two sisters, in whose company 
art always chearful. Liberty and Innocence.*' 

The conclusion of this vision must be deferre( 
linother oppcriunity. 
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■ ■ Ex kumili utmma adfattigia rerum 
Mxtoilit, qwaits voluit fortunn jocaru 

JUV. SaL iii 

Fortune can, for her pleasure, fools advance^ 

And toss ihem on ttie wheels of Chaoce* Dt Ti 



From my own Apartment, January 23. 

I WENT on Saturday last to make a visit in the c 
and as I passed through Cheapside, I saw croud 
people turning down towards the £ank, and str 
gling who should first get their money into the m 
erected lottery. It gave me a great notion of 
credit of our present government and administrati 
to find people press as eagerly to pay money, as t 
would to receive it j and, at the same time, a i 
respect for that bpdy of men who have found oui 
pleasing an expedient for carrying on the comn 
cause, that they have turned a tax into a diversi 
The chearfiilness of spirit, and the hopes of succ( 
which this project has occasioned ip Uiis gicat ci 
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lightens the burden of the war, and puts me in mind 
of some games which, they say, were invented by 
wise men, who were lovers of their country, U^ make 
their fellow-citizens undergo the tcdiousm^ss anJ fa- 
tigues of a long siege. I tliink there is a kind of 
homage due to fortune, if 1 may call it so, and tliat 
I should be wanting to myself, if I did not lay in 
my pretences to her favour, and pay my compliments 
to her by rcconunending a ticket to her disposal. 
For this reason, upon my return to my lodgings, I 
8old off a couple of globes and a telescope, which, 
with the cash I had by me, raised the sum that was 
requisite for that purpose. I find by my calculations, 
that it is but an hundred and fifty thousand to one, 
against my being worth a thousand pounds per an- 
num for thirty- two years; and if any Plumb in tlie 
city will lay me an hundred and fifty thousand pounds 
to twenty shillings, which is an even bet, that I am 
not this fortunate man, I will take the wager, and 
fihall look upon him as a man of singular courage 
and fair-dealing ; having given orders tp Mr. Mor- 
phew to subscribe such a policy in my behalf, if any 
person accepts of the offer. I must confess, I have 
nad such private intimations from the twinkling of a 
certain star in some of my astronomical observations, 
that I should be unwilling to take fifty pounds a year 
for my chance, unless it were to oblige a particular 
friend. My chief business at present is, to prepare 
my mind for this change of fortune : for as Seneca, 
who was a greater moralist, and a much richer man 
than I shall be with this addition to my present in- 
come, says, Munera ista Forturue putatis? Insidia^ 
sunt. *' What we look upon as gifts and presents 
of fortune, are traps and snares which she lays for 
the unwary/* I am arming myself against her fa- 
vours with all my philosophy ; and that I may not 

bs^ oi^self in such a redundance of unDieccssary aad 

^3 
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superfluous wcaltliy I -hflVe dcici'ioittbd MsCfle jd 
annual pension odt of it vincm a BioBf or fAtiaw , 
and by that means give tbeUt taihappf ^ttangen a 
taste of British property. * At the samis IJme^ as I 
have an ezceUent servant-maid, whose diligeme in 
attending me has increased in p rt p ortien to nayfariBr* 
mitles, 1 shall settle upon h^ tlus tevenae -ariamg 
out of the ten p6und8, and amounting to ibniteen 
shillings per annum '^ wi^'wliich she msf vetoe 
into Wales^ where she was boril a gentlewoman, 
and pass the remaining part of her d^s in a cona- 
tion suitable to her birth and quality. It was impos* 
sible for me to make an inspection into nay own ftr- 
tune on this occasion, withodt sednff^ -at the same 
time, the fate of others who are enuiarked in the 
same adventare. And indeed it was a great jdeasoie 
to me to observe, that the war,'which generally im- 
poverishes those who furnish out the eacpence of it, 
will by tins means give estates to some without 
making others the poorer for it. I have lately seen 
several in liveries, who will give as good of their own 
very suddenly ^ and took a particular satisfaction in 
the sight of a young country- wench, whom I this 
morning passed by as she was wliiriing her mop, with 
her petticoats tucked up very agreeably, 'vdio, if 
there is any truth in my art, is within ten months of 
being the nandsomest great fortune in town^ I must 
confess, I was so struck with the foresis^t of what 
she is to l>e, that I treated her accordingly^ and said 
to her, " Pray, young lady, pemut me to pass hy** 
I would for tills reason advise ah masters and mis- 
tressesj to carry it with great moderation and conde- 
scension towards their servants until next Michael- 
mas, lest the superiority at that time should be in- 
verted. I must likewise admonish all my brethren 
and fellow-adventures, to fill their minds with pro- 
per arguments for their support an4 coniolatipn in^ 
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<:a8e of ill success. It so happens In this particular, 
that though the gainers will have reason to rejoice, 
the losers will have no reason to complain. I re- 
niemDer, the day after the thousand pound prize wai 
drawn in the penny-lottery, I went to visit a sple- 
netic acquaintance of mine, who was undrr much de- 
jection, and seemed to me to have sufTcred some 
great disappointment. Upon inquiry, I found he 
had put ^i^o-p^Tzce for himself and his son into the 
lottery, and that neither of them had drawn the 
Thousand Pounds. Hereupon this unlucky person 
took occasion to enumerate the misfortunes of his 
life, and concluded with telling me, " that he never 
was successful in any of his undertakings.'* I was 
forced to comfort him with the common reflection 
upon such occasions, ^' that men of the greatest me- 
rit are not always men of the greatest success, and 
that persons of his character, must not expect to be 
as happy as fools." I shall proceed in the like man- 
ner with my rivals and competitors for the thousand 
pounds a year, which we arc now in pursuit of 5 and 
that I may give general content to the whole body 
ot candidates, I shall allow all that draw prizes to be 
fortunate, and all that miss them to be wise. 

I must not here omit to acknowledge, that I have 
received several letters upon this subject, but find 
one common error running through them all, which 
is, tliat the writers of them believe their fate in these 
cases depends upon the astrologer, and not upon the 
stars ', as in the following letter from one, who, I 
fear, flatters himself with hopes of success which are 
altogether groundless, since he does not seem to me 
so great a fool as he takes himself to be. 

'' Sir, 
'^ Coming to town^ and finding my friend Mr. 
Partridge dead apd buried^ and you the only cou- 
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jurcr in repute, I am under a necessity of app 
myself to you for a favour, which nevertheless I 
fess it would better become a friend to ask, tha 
who is> as I am, altogether a stranger to you 
poverty, you know, is impudent ^ and as that 
roe the occasion, so that alone could give m( 
(Confidence to be thus importunate. 

*' I am. Sir, very poor, and very desirous t 
otherwise: I have got ten pounds, which I d 
to venture in the lottery now on foot. What I ( 
of you is, that by your art, you will choose si 
ticket for me as shall arise a heuqfit sufficient to r 
tain me. I must beg leave to inform you, that 
}^ood for nothing, and must therefore insist u] 
larger lot tlian would satisfy those who arc caj 
by their own abilities, of adding something to 
you should assign them ; whereas I must expc 
absolute independent maintenance, because, as 1 
1 can do nothing. It is possible, after this free 
fession of mine, you may tliink I do not deser 
be rich; but I hope you will likewise observe, 
ill aftbrd to be poor. My own opinion is, that 
Well qualified for an estate, and have a good ti 
Juck in a lottery ; but I resign myself wholly to 
mercy, not without hopes that you will considei 
less I deserve, the greater the generosity in you 
you reject me, I have agreed with an acquaintai 
mine to bury me for my ten pounds. I once 
recommend myself to your favour, and bid 
adieu!" 

I cannot forbear publishing anotlier letter \ 
I have received, because it redounds to my 
credit, as well as to tliat of a veiy honest footnc 

''Mr. BicKERSTAFF, Jan. 2^, 170 

*' I am bound in justice to acquaint you, ti 

put ju* advertisement into your last Paper ^b 
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watch which was losi^ and was brought to me oa 
the vcnr day your Paper came out* by a footman ; 
"who told mc, that he would have brought it^ if lie 
had not read your disqourse of that day against 
avarice ; but that since he had read it, he scorned 
to take a reward for doing what in justice he ought 
to do. I anij Sir^ 

Your most humble servant, 

John Hammond.** 



te« 
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^em mala stultitiaf & qmeeunque imeiHa verl 
Ctfcum agitf inzanum Cbrysippi porticKSf & grex 
^tttumati bate foftdeSf bac magrm formula regesp 
Mxcifto tafitHte^ ttnet, m 

HOR. 2 Sat, ill 43. 

Whom vicious passions, or whom falsehood, blind, 
Are by the Stoicics held of the mad kind. 
AH bat the wise are by this process bound, 
Tho subject nations^ and the monarch crown'df 

FSANCXS. 

From my own Apartment, January 25. 

There is a sect of antient philosophers, who, I 
think, have left more volumes behind them, and 
those better written, than any other of the frater- 
nities in philosophy. It was a maxim of this sect, 
that all those who do not live up to the principles of 
reason and virtue are madmen. Every one who go- 
ferns Uinisejf by these rules, is allowed the title of 
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wise, and reputed to be in lils senses : 

one, in proportion as he deviates from the 

nounced frantic and distracted. Cicero h 

sen this maxim for his theme, takes o 

argue from it very agreeably with Clodii 

placable adversary, who had procured I 

ment. " A city," says he. " is an assem 

guish( d into bodies of men, who are in 

of their respective rights and privileges, 

proper subordinations, and in all its pari 

to the rules of law and equity.** He tlicn 

the government from whence he was ban 

time when the consul, senate, and law: 

their authority, as a common- wealth o 

For this reason he regards his expulsion fr 

as a man would being turned out of Bedl 

inhabitants of it should drive him out of i 

as a person unfit for tlieir community. 

therefore to look upon every man's br; 

touched, however he may appear in tl 

conduct of his life, if he has an unjustitia 

Inrity in any part of his conversation or t 

or if he swcrvt^s from right reason, how 

mon his kind of madness may be, we sh 

ciise him for its being epidemical ; it bcin; 

sent design to clap up all such as have tli( 

madness upon them, who are now pernii 

about the streets for no other reason, bi 

they do no mischief in their fits. Abu 

imaginary great men are put in straw to I 

to a right sense of themselves. And is 1 

gether as reasonable, tlint an insignificant 

lias an immoderate opinion of his mer 

fjuite different notion of his own abiliti(\s 

the rest of the world entert.iin, should ha\ 

care taken of him, as a beggar who fane 



K"^ 125. TATLER. 227 

a dake or a prince ? Or why should a man, wlm 
starves in the midst of plenty, be trusted with him- 
self, more than he who fancies he is an emperor in 
the midst of poverty? 1 have several women of qua- 
lity in my thoughts, who set so exorbitant a value 
upon themselves, that I have often most heartily 
pitied them, and wished them for their rccov(*ry 
under the same discipline with the pewterers wife, 
1 find by several hint« in antient authors, that when 
the Romans were in the lieight of power and lux- 
ur}'^, they assigned out of their vast dominions an 
island called Anticyra, as an habitation for madmen. 
This was the Bedlam of tlie Roman empire, whi- 
ther all persons who had lost their wits used to re- 
sort from all parts of die world in quest of them. 
Several of the Roman emperors were advised to 
repair to this island 5 but most of them, instead of 
^ li.-^iening to such sober counsels, gave way to their 
disti action, until the |)eople knocked them on the 
bead as despairing of their cure. In short, it was 
as usual for men of distempered brains to take a 
voyage to Anticyra in those days, as it is in ours for 
persons who have a disorder in their lung^ to go to 
. Montpelier. 

The prodigious crops of hellebore with whicli 
this whole island abounded, did not only furnish 
them with incomparable tea, snufl', and Hungary 
water 5 but impregna'.ed the air of the country with 
such sober and salu.i'erous steams, as very much 
comforted the heads, and refreshed the scinses of all 
that breathed in it. A discarded statesman, that, at 
his first landing appeared stark staring mad, would 
become calm in a week's time ; and, upon his return 
. home, live easy and satisfied in his retirement. A 
pioping lover would grow a pleasant fellow l)y that 
time he had rid tlirice about the island 3 aqd a 
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liarr-brained rake^ after a short stay in the com 
try, go home again a composed^ grave worthy gei 
tiriuan. 

I have premised these particulars before I enU 
on the main design of tlus paper^ because 1 wool 
not be thought altogether notional in what I hav 
to say, and pass only for a projector in morality, 
could quote Horace and Seneca^ and some oth( 
anticnt writers of good repute, upon the same oc 
cnsion ; and make out by their testimony, that oc 
streets are tilled with distracted persons ; that ov 



shops and taverns, private and public houses, swan 

I'ilh them ; and that it is very hard to make up 

tolerable assembly without a majority oif them. Be 



what I have already said is, I hope, suffident t 
justify the ensuing project, which I shall there 
fore gi\-e some account of without any fiirdic 
preface. 

1 . It is humbly proposed. That 'a proper recep 
tncic, or habitation, be forthwith erected for al 
such persons as, u))on due trial and examination 
sIkiII appear to be out of their wits. 

2. That, to serve the present exigency, the col- 
lege in Moorlields be very much extended at botl 
ends ; and that it be converted into a square, bj 
adding three other sides to it. 

5. That nobotly be admitted into these three ad- 
diiic^nal sides, but jiuch whose frenzy can lay nc 
claim to an apartment in that row of building whicl 
is already erected. 

4. That the architect, physician, apothecary, 
surgeon, keepers, nurses, and porters, be all and 
cacli of them cracked ; provided that their phrenzji 
does not lie in the profession or employment to 
which they ibaU fCTcrally and respectively be as- 
signed. 
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N. B. It is thought fit to give the foreg^oing 
notice^ that none may present himself here for any 
post of honour or profit^ who is not dulv qualified. 

5. That over all the gates of the additional 
buildings, there be figures placed in the same man- 
ner as over the entrance of the edifice akeady 
erected $ provided they represent such distractions 
only as are proper for those additional buildings ; 
as of an envious man gnawing his own fiesh -, a 
gamester pulling himself by the ears, and knocking 
his head against a marble pillar ; a covetous man 
warming himself over a heap of gold ; a coward 
flying from his own shadow, and the like. 

Having laid down this general scheme of my de- 
Sign> I do h,ereby invite all persons who arc wiUing 
to encourage so public-spirited a project, to bring 
in their contributions as soon as possible j and to 
apprehend forthwith any politician whom they shall 
catch raving in a coffee-house, or any free-thinker 
whom they shall find publishing his deliriums, or 
any other person who shall give the like manifest 
signs of a crazed imagination : and I do at the same 
time give this public notice to all the madmen about 
this great city, that they may return to their sense? 
with all imaginable expedition, lest, if they should 
come into my hands, I should put them into a re- 
.gimen which they would not like : for if I find any 
one of them persist in his frantic behaviour, I will 
make him in a montlx's time as fan^ous as ever 
OUver*s Porter was. 
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N°126.SATURDAY, JANUARY 28, n09-l 

A^guillam Cauda t€rtei* T. D'UrpsITw 

You have got an eel by the tail. 

From wy own Apartment, January 27. 

There is no sort of company so agreeable as that 
women who have good sense without afFectatk 
andean converse with men without any private < 
sign of imposing chains and fetters. Belvide 
whom I visited this evening, is one of these. Th< 
is an invincible prejudice in favour of all she sa 
from her being a beautiful woman; because s 
does not consider herself as such when she talks 
you. This amiable temper gi\es a certain tincti 
to all her discc^iu-sr, and made it very agreeable 
juc until we U( ir interrupted by Lydia, a creati 
\\ lio has all the charms that can adorn a womj 
I lor attractions would indeed be irresistible, but tl 
she thinks than so, and is always employing lh< 
in stratagems and conquests. When 1 turned 1 
eye upon her as she sat down. I saw she was a pc 
son of that character^ which, for the further i 
formation of my country correspondents^ I had Ir 
wanted an opportunity of explaining. Lydia i; 
fmished coqurtio, whic h is a sect among women 
all others the most mischievous, and makes t 
greatest havoc .tud disorder in society. I went on 
the discourse* I was in with Kclvidcra, witli».ut sho 
ing that I had ob>erv(*d any thing extraordinary 
l.}dia: I ,\)n which, I innnc diatcly saw her Ic 
nie over as ^omc very ill-bred fellow; and, casti 
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3 scornful glance on my dress, give a shrng at Bel- 
▼idera. But, as much as she despised me, she 
wanted my admh-ation, and made twenty otiers to 
bring my eyes her way : but I reduced her to a rcAt- 
fessness in her seat, and impertinent playhig of h4.n' 
ftn, and many other motions and gestures, before I 
took the least notice of her. At last 1 looked at her 
with a kind of surprize, as if she Jiad befoie been 
unobserved by reason of an ill ligl»t where she sat. 
It is not to be expressed what a sudden joy I savv» 
arise in her countenance, even at the approbation of 
such a very old fellow : but she did not long enjoy 
lier triumph without a rival ; for tlicre immediately 
entered Castabella, a lady of a quite contrary cha- 
racter, that is to say, as eminent a prude as Lydia is 
^ coquette. Belvidera gave me a glance, which 
methought intimated, that they were both curi-^ 
osities in their kind, and worth remarking. As soon 
as we were again seated, I stole looks at each lady, 
as if I was comparing their perfections. Belvidera 
observed it, and began to lead me into a discourse of 
them both to their faces, which is to be done easily 
enough ; for one woman is generally so intent upon 
the faults of another, that she has not reflcctioii 
enough to observe when her own are represented . 
'* I have taken notice, Mr. Bickerstatf,*' said Bcl- 
Tidera, " that you have, in some paits of your 
writings, drawn' characters of our sex, in which 
you have not, to my apprehension, been clear enough 
and distinct ; particularly in those of a Prude and a 
Coquette.'* Upon the mention of this, Lydia was 
Touzed with the expectation of seeing Castabella'.s 
picture, and Castabella, with the hopes of that of 
Lydia. " Madam," said I to Belvidera, " when 
.we consider nature, we shnll often find very contrary 
etfects flow from the same cause. The Prude and 
Coquette^ as different as they appear lu their be- 

X 2 
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haviour, are in reality the same kind of wome 
The motive of action in botli is the affectaticm < 
pleasing men. They are sisters of the same Uoc 
imd constitution 5 only one chooses a grare, and d 
otlier a light dress. The Prude appears more n 
tuous, the Coquette more vicious^ than she reaUy i 
The distant behaviour of the Prude tends to tli 
same purpose as the advances of the Coquette ; aa 
you have as little reason to fall into despair fixwi tb 
severity of the one, as to concdve hopes from th 
familiarity of the other. What leads you into 
clear sense of their character is» that you may ob 
serve each of them has the distinction of sex in a 
her thoughts, words, and actions. You can neve 
mention any assembly you were lately in^ but oa 
asks you with a rigid, the other with a sprightly aii 
' Ymy, what men were there ?' As for Prudesj i 
must be confessed, that there are several of them 
who, like hypocrites, by long practice of a fals 
part, become sincere ; or at least delude themselvc 
into a belief that they are so." 

For the benefit of the society of ladies, I shal 
propose one rule to them as a test of their virtue 
I find in a very celebrated modem author, that th 
great foundress of Pietists, Madam de Bourignon 
\vho was no less famous for the sanctity of her lif 
tlian for the singularity of some of her opinions 
used to boast, that she had not only the spirit 
continency in herself, but that she had also thi 
power of communicating it to all who beiield hei 
Tliis the scoffers of those days called, *' The rift o 
infrigidation,*' and ti)ok occasion from it to rally he 
facf^, rather than admins her virtue. I would there 
fore advise the Prude, who has a mind to know thi 
inregrity of her own heart, to lay her hand seriously 
upon it, and to examine iiersclf, whether she coulc 
iiincerely rejoice in such a gitl of com^ying chasti 



TK^IK. TATLER. 235 

tlioa^hts to all her male beholders. If she has any 
•yersion to the power of inspiring so great a virtue, 
whatever notion she may have of her perfection, she 
deceives her own heart, and is still in the statu of* 
prudeiy. Some perhaps will look upon the boast 
cf Madam de Boungnon, as the utmost ostentation 
of a Prude. 

If you would see the: Iniriiour of a Coquette pushed 
to the last excess, you may find an instance of it 
in the following story j which I will set down at 
length, because it pleased nie when I read it, 
though I cannot recolk^ci in what author. 

** A young coquette widow in France having 
been followed by a Gascon of (jLiaHty, who had 
boasted among his companions of some favours 
vrhich he had never rcct'iv cd j to be revenged of 
hinij sent for him one evtniug, and told him, * it 
WHS in his power to do her a very partieular service.* 
I^he Gascon, with much profession of his readiness 
<o obey her commands, begged to hear in what man- 
ner she designed to employ him. * You know,* 
toid the widow, ' my friend l^elinda ; and must 
often have heard of the jealousy of that impotent 
wretch her husband. Now it is absolutely neces- 
sary, for the carrying on a certain affair, tliat his 
wife and I should be together a whole night. What 
I have to ask of you is, to dress yourself in her 
nigbt-cloaths, and lie by him a whole night in her 
place, that he may not miss her while she is with 
inc.* The Gascon, though of a very lively and un- 
dertaking complexion, began to startle at the pro- 
posal. ' Nay,* says the widow, ' if you have not 
the courage to go through what I ask of you, I 
must employ somebody else that will.* ' Madam,* 
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«lo i.'it fli -rover yorirsdtV fi:»ys the Mi<3ow, ' you w'Jl 
li'- s;:ff. riioM'f!'., lur ho is pnst all ciiriosiiy. II* 
roiii's in at nii^ht \vljil(t s!ic is asleep, mid j^'-zTs ty.'. 
ill :i iMMiTjiir/ hrforr she awnk^s ; and is in p'lin it: 
ijoiirmjr, srj lir knows she is there.* ' Miu\mi\,' v- 
]}V\t'f\ tlie Ciii:.roii, ' how can vou rrwanl ine * t 
i^iviii// a nl'.jht with ihis i)\d idlow?' The wi'lo*.v 
.in-.v. ( nni wiih a Inui^li, * Perhaps hy adinittini; y i 
iit |»:j ;s a nijrht with one yon think niorr: ai^rc;-:!'»i' 
Hr look ihr hint ; put on his nij^ht-cloadis ; and !•;;*. 
not \j('ni a \)v<\ above an hour before lie heard a 
knockiii;.^ at tlie door, and tlie treadinij -of on'* who 
iipproarh'd the oilier side of the bed, and \^ho h.* 
di(i not rpurstion was tlnr gfK)d man of the hou^f." 
J do not know, whether the story wonld l)C In-ttn: 
t)y telling yaw in this place, or at the end of it, tlui 
ilie p<rHnn who went to l)cd to him was our yon ni; 
<-ofpiettr widow. The Gascon was in a te^■i^ill• 
fripjlit (:\fry time she moved in the bed, or tunu-i 
towards him J and did n<^t fail to shrink frr^m lier, 
until he had conveyed himself to llic very ridi^c of 
tjjc l)fd. I will not dwrll upon the ]>crpli;xity f.v 
v.as in the v.liolr ni^.dit, which was au'^m^'iitrd, 
If. ohs'T'*'d that it was now broad diy, nrl 
that, the lms\>aiid did not yet offer to get up and '.'o 
alxAit his business. All that the Gascon had f^r it, 
V. ;u to keej) hi-> li'.re tnriKxi from h^m, and to lc::!i 
him;r*lf ash cp, v/lu-n, to Jiis utter confusion, tJ.c 
w ido'.v at last pn's out lier arm, and pulU tlir- bell ?.t 
her h^d's hf-a^L In came her friend, and two or 
three rompanions to wlumi the GaM*on had Iwnst'-d 
of h'T lavoiirs. The Vv'ic'ow jiim[)f d into a v, rcMtpii ; 
ynwn, :i!nl j'^inr-d witli ijie rest in laughing at this 
umn ol intriiiiic/' 
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N** 127.TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 1709-10. 



Nimintfh Imanus faucls videatur^ eh ^uod 
Maxima pars bominuta morhojactatur eoHem, 

HOR. 1 Sat. iii. no. 

By few, forsooth) a mtdmin he is thoughr. 
Ft r hiilf maul&uid liie same disease have caught. 

Francis. 



From my own Apartment^ January 30. 

T7here is no affection of the mind so much blended 
in human nature, and wrought into our very con- 
stitution, as Pride. It appears under a multitude of 
disguises, and breaks out in ten thousand different 
symptoms. Every one feels it in himself, and yet 
wonders to see it in his neighbour. I must confess, 
I met with an instance of it the other day, where I 
should very little have expected it. Who would 
believe the proud person I am going to speak of is a 
cobler upon Ludgate^hill ? This artist being natu- 
rally a lover o 1 respect, and considering that his 
circumstances are such tliat no man living will give 
it him, has contrived tlie figure of a beau in wood ; 
who stands before him in a bending posture, with 
his hat under his left arm, and his right-hand ex- 
tended in such a manner as to hold a thread, a 
piece of wax, or an awl, according to the particular 
service in which his master thinks fit to employ him. 
When I saw him, he held a candle in this obse- 
quious posture. I was very well pleased with the 
caller's invention, that had so ingeniously contrived 
an inferior, and stood a Utile while contemplating 
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this inverted idolatry, wherein the image 
mage to the man. \Vhen we meet with 
fantastic vanity in one of this order, it is no 
if we may trace it through all degrees above 
particulariy through all tlie steps of greatness 
easily see the absurdity of Pride, when it ente 
the heart of a cohler-, though in reality it is 
gether as ridiculous and unreasonable^ whcrt 
takes possession of an human creature. There 
temptation to it from the reflection upon our 1 
in general, or upon any comparative perfec 
whereby one man may excel another. The gre 
a man's knowledge is, the greater motive he i 
seem to have for Pride ; but in the same proport 
as the one rises, the other sinks, it being the ch 
oflice of wisdom to discover to us our weakness 
and imperfections. 

As folly is the foundation of Pride, the nator 
sui)erstructure of it is madness. If there was a 
occasion for the experiment, I would not qucstioi 
to make a proud man a lunatic in three weeks time 
provided I had it in my power to ripen his phrenz; 
with proper applications. It is an admirable re 
flection in Terence, where it is said of a parasite 
iiic homines ex stultis facit insanos. '* This fel 
low/' says he, *' has an art of converting fools inti 
madmen." When I was in France, the region c 
complaisance and vanity, I have often observed 
that a great man who has entered a levee of flatterer 
humble and temperate, has grown so insensibl; 
Jieated by the court which was paid him on all sidca 
that he has been quite distracted before he could ge 
into his coach. 

If we consult the coUegiates of ]Moorfields» w 
shall And most of them are beholden to their Prid 
for their introduction into that magnificent palace 
I had^ some years ago, the curiosity to inquire int 
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the pardcalar circumstances of these whimsical 
fiieeholdersj and learned from their own mouths 
the condition and character of each of them. In- 
deed I foand^ that all I spoke to were persons of 
quality. There were at that time five duchesses, 
Uiree earls> two heathen gods, an emperor, and a 
prophet. There were also a great number of such 
as were locked up from their estates, and others who 
concealed their titles. A leatherseller of Taunton 
whispered me in the ear, that he was '' the duke 
'of Monmouth -" but begged me not to betray him. 
At a little distance from him sat a taylor's wife, 
who asked me, as I went, if I had seen the sword- 
bearer ? upon which I presumed to ask her, who 
she was ? and was answered, " My Lady Mayoress." 

I was very sensibly touched with compassion to* 
wards these miserable people 5 and, indeed, ex- 
tremely mortified to see human nature capable of 
being thus disfigured. However, I reaped this be- 
nefit from it, that I was resolved to guard myself 
against a passion which makes such havoc in the 
brain, and produces so much disorder in the imagi- 
nation. For this reason I have endeavoured to keep 
down the secret swellings of resentment, and stifle 
the very first suggestions of self-esteem; to es- 
tablish my mind in tranquillity, and over- value no- 
thing in my own or in another's possession. 

For the benefit of such whose heads are a little 
torned, though not to so great a degree as to qualify 
them for the place of which 1 have been now speak- 
ing, I shall assign one of the sides of the college 
which I am erecting^ for the cure of this dangerous 
distemper. 

The most remarkable of the persons, whose dis- 
turbance arises from Pride, and whom 1 shall use 
all possible diligence to cuie, are such as are hidden 
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]:i tin' njVj'irjr.irrr olcjiute omtrarj habits and dls* 
]■ '^unns. Anittiii; such, I Hhall» in the first place, 
t.il * c:\ic it{ one- who is under the most subtle 
s{>«i ir-s ct* Pride that I have observed in my whole 

'J !.i^ patiiMit li a person for whom I have a great 
rt ;;"•. t. :\> !n.in<: an oM cuvirlicr, and a friend of 
inii.r ill ir.y yoiuli. Tlir 111:111 has but a bare sub- 
:i'''in<'. jii.t rnouEjh to pay his rcck^unng with u$ 
rM 1!" 7'//.i;./'</: but by having spent the bcginnia^ 
€»r 1:U \\\r in flu h( aring of gn^at men, and persons 
lit jxHvi \\ he is always promising to do g<K)d ofHccs, 
to inirotliicc every man he converses with into tlic 
wcrld ; wiJl (I«';ire one of ten times his substance to 
lit him sie him sometimes, and hints to him, tliat 
lie «l(K.s not t\ i\ci him. He answers to matters of 
no coiHcqn^nee with great circums)x:cUon | but, 
hd-Acver, maintains a general civility in his wordf 
aiul aetir)ns, and an insolent benevolence to aH 
w li(^m lie has to do with. Thi.^ he practises with a 
grave tone and air; and thongh I am his senior bj 
twelve years, and richer by forty pounds /xr annum^ 
he had yesterday the impudence to commend me to 
my face, and tell me, ** he should be always ready 
t) encourage me." In a word, he is a very insigni- 
fieiuit fellow, but exceeding gracious. The best 
return I can make him for his favours is, to <:any 
b'lu myself to JJidkun, and see him well takeo 
r..re of. 

1 b.f next per;rn T shall provide for is of a t]ultc 
rontr.^ry tbaracier; that has in him all the stiihiesf 
;uid ipsolr.nceof quality, wiUiout a grain of senseor 
r(v,i<i-ircUure, to m:ike ii cither re.*^pected or belovx^d. 
ilis l*ri(lc li:)s infected every muscle of his faee^ 
;v\il v't, ntUT r.ll his emlcavours to show mau- 
l.i:;.: ihat Jie eontnnns th? ni, he is rmjy negUctcd 
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by all that sec him, as not of consequence enough 
to be hated. 

For the cure of this particular sort of madiic.-s, 
it will be necessary to break through all forms 
with him, and familiarize his carriage by the use 
of a good cudgel. It may likewise be of great be- 
nefit to make him jump over a stick half a dozcu 
times every morning. 

A third, whom I have in my eye, is a young 
fellow, whose lunacy is such, that he l^oasts of no- 
thing but what he ought to be ashamed of. lie is 
vain of being rotten, and talks publicly of La\in£j 
committed crimes which he ouc^lit to be hanged for 
by the laws of his country. 

There are several others whose brains are hurt 
with Pride, and whom I may h(n*eafter attempt to 
recover; but shall conclude my present list with 
iin old woman, who is just dropping into her 
grave, that talks of nothing but her birth. Though 
she has not a tooth in her head, she expects 
to be valued for the blood in her veins j which 
she fancies is much better than that which glows 
in the cheeks of Belinda, and sets half the tQwx> 
on fire. 
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— - Ve/tiunt i dote iagitt4e, JUV. Sal* vi. 15I. 

^— The Dowery shot the darts. 

Now artfol Capid takes his stand 

Upon a widow's jointure-land, 

For he in all his am'rous battels 

No 'dvantage finds like goods and chattels; 

Hud I BR AS, Part I. Canto III. L jli* 

F^om my own Apartment, February r. 

This morning I received a letter from a fortune- 
hunter, which^ being better in its kind than moo 
gf that character usually write, I have thought fit to 
communicate to the public. 

" To Isaac Bickerstaff, Esq. 

" Sir, 

" I take the boldness to recommend to your care 
Uie inclosed letter, not knowing how to commu- 
nicate it, but by your means, to the agreeable 
«ountry-maid you mention with so much honour in 
your discourse concerning the lottery. 

** I should be ashamed to give you this trouble 
without offering at some small requital : I shall 
therefore direct a new pair of globes, and a te- 
lescope of the best maker, to be left for you at Mr. 
Morphew's, as a testimony of the great respect with 
wbicU I am 

Your mpst humble servajit, &c." 
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" To Mo PS A, in Sheer-lane. 

*' Fairest Unknown, Jan, 27, 1709-10. 

*' It being discovered bv the stars, that about 
three months hence you will run the hazard of being 
persecuted by many worthless pretenders to your 
person, unless timely prevented 3 I now offer ray 
service for your security against the persecution that 
threatens you. This is therefore to let you know, 
that I have conceived a most extraordinary passion 
for you 5 and that for several days I have been per- 
petually haunted with the vision of a person I have 
never yet seen. To satisfy you that I am in my 
senses, and that I do not mistake you for any one 
of higher rank, I assure you, that in your daily 
employment you appear to my imagination more 
agreeable in a short scanty petticoat, than the finest 
-woman of quality in her spreading fardingal ; and 
'that the dexterous twirl of your mop has more na- 
tive charms, than the studied airs of a lady*s fan. 
In a word, I am captivated with your menial quali- 
iications : the domestic virtues adorn you like at- 
tendant Cupids ; cleanliness and healthful industry 
^K^ait on all your motions ^ and dust and cobwebs fiy 
your approach. 

*' Now, to give you an honest account of myself, 
and that you may see my designs are honourable, I 
am an esquire of an antient family, born to about fif- 
teen hundred pounds a year ; half of which I have 
spent in discoveiing myself to be a fool, and with 
toe rest I am resolved to retire with some plain ho- 
nest partner, and study to be wiser. I had my edu- 
cation in a laced coat, and a French dancing-school 3 
and, by my ti*avel into foreign parts, have just as 
much breeding to spare, as you may think you 
want, which I intend to exchange a» fast a» I caa 
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for old English honesty and good sense. I wil 
impose on you by a false recommendation of 
person, which, to show you my sincerity, is r 
of the handsomest, being of a figure somev 
short 5 but what I want in length, 1 make out 
breadth. But, in amends for that and all other c 
fccts, if you can like me when you see me, I sb 
continue to you, whether I find you fair, black, 
brown. 

The most constant of Loven. 

This letter seems to be written by a wag, and fa 
that reason I am not much concerned for what re- 
ception Mopsa shall think fit to give it ; but the fd- 
lowing certainly proceeds from a poor heart, that 
languishes under the most deplorable misfortune 
that possibly can befal a woman. A man that is 
treacherously dealt with in love, may have recourse 
to many consolations. He may gracefully break 
tlirough all opposition to his mistress, or explain 
with his rival ; urge his own constancy, or aggra- 
vate the falsehood by which it is repaid. liut a 
woman that is ill-treated, has no refuge in her griefs 
but in silence and secrecy. The world is so unjust, 
that a female heart which has been once touched, is 
tlionglit for ever blemished. The very grief in tliis 
case is looked upon as a reproach, and a complaint, 
almost a breach of chastity. For these reasons we 
.sec treachery and falsehood are become, as it were, 
mule vices, and are seldom found, never acknow- 
ledged, in the other sex. This may serve to intro- 
duce Stalira*s letter ; which, without any turn of 
art, has something so pathetical and moving in 
it, that I verily believe it to be true, and there- 
fore heajtily pity the injured creature that wrU 
it. 
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'* To Isaac Bickerstafp> Esquire, 

'' Sir, 
*' You seem in many of your writings to be a 
cnan of a very compassionate temper, and well ac- 
quainted with the passion of love. This encourages 
me to apply myself to you in my present distress, 
which I believe you will look upon to be very great, 
and treat with tenderness, notwithstanding it wholly 
arises from love, and that it is a woman that makes 
tliis confession. I am now in the twenty- third year 
of my -age, and have for a great while entertained 
the addresses of a man who, I thought, loved me 
more than life. I am sure I did him ; and must 
own to you, rtot without some confusion, that I 
have thought on nothing else for these t^^'o long 
years, but the happy life we should lead together, 
and the means I should use to make myself still 
dearer to him. My fortune was indeed much be- 
yond his ; and as I was always in the company of 
my relations, he was forced to discover his inclina- 
tions, and declare himself to me by stories of other 
persons, kind looks, and many ways, which he 
knew too well that I understood. Oh ! Mr. Bick- 
erstafF, it is impossible to tell you, how industrious 
I have been to make him appear lovely in ray 
thoughts. I made it a point of conscience to think 
well of him, and of no man else : but he has since 
had an estate fallen to him, and makes love to ano- 
ther of a greater fortune than mhie. I could not 
believe the report of this at first -, bnt about a fort* 
night ago, I was convinced of the truth of it by his 
own behaviour. He came to make cur family a 
formal visit, when, as thiire were several in com- 
pany, and many things talked of, the discourse fell 
upon some unhappy woman, who w as in my own 
circumstances. It was said by one in the room, 

y 2 
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that ihey could not believe the story could be true» 
becuuie thry did not believe any man could be so 
false. Upon u hich» I stole a look upon him with 
an anguish not to be expressed. He saw my eyes 
full of tears, yet had the cruelty to say, tnat be 
could see no falsehood in alterations of this nature, 
where there had been no contracts or vows iutcr- 
ehanged. Pray, do not make a jest of misery, but 
tell me serioiuly your opinion of his behaviour ) 
and if vou can have any pity for my condition, pub- 
liih this in your next .paper ; that being the only 
way I have of complaining of his unkindness, and 
showing him the injustice he has done me, 
I am your humble servant. 

The unfortunate St at m a.'* 

llic name my correspondent gives herself, putr 
me in mind of my old reading in romances, and 
brings into my thoughts a speech of the renowned 
Don Bellianis, who, upon a complaint made to him 
of a discourteous knight, that had left his Injured 
paramour in the same manner, dries up her tears 
witii a promise of relief. " Disconsolate damsel," 
quoth he, " a foul disgrace it were to all right- 
worthy professors of chivalry, if such a blot to 
knighthood should pass unchastised. Give me to 
know the abode of this recreant lover, and I will 
eive him as a feast to the i'owls of the air, or drag 
him bound before you at i\jy horse's tail.'* 

I nin not ashamed to oa'u myself a champion of 
distressed damsels, and would venture as far to re- 
lieve thr.m as Don Jlellianis; for which reason, 1 do 
invite this lady to let me know the name of the 
traitor who has deceived her ; and do promise, not 
only her, but all the fair ones of Great-Britain, 
who lie under the same calamity, to employ my 
riglit-hand for their redress, and serve tlicm to my 
labi drop of ink. 
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Xngem'o manus est 6f cervix c^sa, ■ 

JUV. Sit. X. i*o; 

Hit wit's rewarded with the fatal losf 

Of hand and head R. Wymni» 

From my own Apartment, Fehruary 3. 

Vhen my paper for to-morrow \ras prepared for 
be press, there came in this morning a mail from 
lolland, which brought me several advices from 
oreign parts, and took my thoughts off domestic 
ffairs. Among others, I have a letter from a burgher 
•f Amsterdam, who makes me his compliments, 
nd tells me he has sent me several draughts of hu- 
Qorous and satirical pictures by the best hands of 
he Dutch nation. They are a trading people, and 
n their very minds mechanics. They express their 
jrit in manufacture, as we do in manuscript. He 
nforms me, that a very witty hand has lately repre- 
ented the present posture of public affairs in a land- 
kip, or rather a seapiece, wherein the potentates 
>f the alliance are figured as their interests corre- 
pond with, or affect each other, under the appear- 
ince of commanders of ships. These vessels carry 
he colours of the respective nations concerned in the 
iresent war. The whole design seems to tend to> 
►ne point, which is, tliat several squadrons of Bri- 
ish -and Dutch ships are battering a French man of 
ivar^ ia order to wike her deliver up a long-bo;Mi 
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\\\\h Spnnish colours. My roirc ponJ/nt inlonm 
Hit", til It a man must nndcrsliind tijc compass pcr- 
ftiMly wtU, to l>c al)lc to comprcheiul thr beauty anJ 
iiix^iuioii of this piece ; which is so skiUully drawn, 
th.u the particular views of every priiK*(^ in tun^ 
«ve si'iii accordini;; as tlie ships lie. to tLc niaiiitigurc 
i:\ ihe picture, ami as that fiiiijure may help or R-tard 
ti»eir sailinir. It serms this curiosity is now o;i boarJ 
a sliip homid for Ki\gland, and, with other rdritie?, 
iik-'vU a present lo me. xVs soon as it aiTivc^, I (*.c- 
si^n to expose it to pr.blicview at my secretary Mr. 
l/.li'u's, who sliall have an explication of all the lernu 
of art ; and I di;ubi niA but it v ill give as good ccn- 
tent ::.< the moving picture in Fleet -street. 

]>ut. above all the honours I have re( eived frcm 
the harned world abroad, 1 am most deliglited with 
the following epistle from Rome. 

" Pasquin of Rome to Isaac BicKiiRiXArF, ct 
Great- Britain, Greeting. 

'•' Sir, 
'•' Xour rcputiUion has passed the Alps, and w..'.;'.! 
fc:;vc' come to my ears by this time. If I had a:' v. 
In ?»!uTi, Sir, y\n\ jre looked upon he re as a n(»rllicin 
di(i'l, and the gr. .iie.«»l virtuoso among the Tran:on- 
tanc:.. Some indeed sav, tl;ai Mr. Hiekerstali'aikl 
l\i-(jU:n are only na:i;e> invent'd to father comp<'si- 
tL>ns which the natural parent does not care for^jwii- 
iiii;. Rut, howc\( r that is, all agree, that there arc 
•everal persons, who, if they darr>i ait.ackyou, \vi>uld 
endeavour to leave you no more limbs than I have. 
I need nc;t trll you that my adversaries iiave joined 
in a conledcracy willi Time to demolish me, and 
tuat, if I w ere not a very great w it, I should make 
the worst lii>ure in Europe, being abridt;ed of my 
Icg^. arms, nose, and ears. If you think lit to accept 
#f ihc corrc^-pondeiice of »g fagetiuvu a O'ipplc, 1 shall 
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from time to time send you an account of wliat hap- 
pens at Rome. You have only heard of it from Latin 
•lul Greek authors j nay, perhaps, have read no ac- 
counts from henee, but of a triumph, ovation, or 
apotheosis, and will, doubtless, be surprized to sec 
tlie description of a {)roecssion, jubilee, or canoni- 
zation. I shall, however, send you what the place 
affords, in return to what I shall receive from you. 
If you will acquaint mc with your next promotion 
of general officers, 1 will send you an account of our 
next advancenaent of saints. If you will let nie know 
who is reckoned the bravest warrior in Great-Britain, 
I will tell you who is the best lidler in Rome. If 
you will favour me witli an inventory of the riches 
that were brought into your nation by admiral Wa^ 
ger, I will not fail giving you an account of a pot/)f 
niedals that hat been lately dug up here, and are now 
under the examination of our ministers of state. 

There is one thing, in which I desire you would 
be very particular. What I mean is an exact list of 
all the religions in Great-Britain, as likewise the ha- 
bits, which are said here to be the great points of 
conscience in England ; whether they are made of 
serge or broad-cloth, of silk or linen. I should be 
glad to see a model of the most conscientious dress 
among you, ajid desire you will send me a hat of 
each rdigion^ as likewise, if it be not too much 
trouble, a cravat. It would also be very acceptable 
iiere to receive an account of those two religious or- 
ders, wJiich ai*e lately sprung up amongst you, thq^ 
l^higs and the Tories, with the points of doctrine, 
severities in discipline, penances, mortifications, and 

food works, by which they differ one from another, 
t would be no less kind, if you would explain to 
us a word> which they do not understand even at our 
English monastery. Toasts, and let us know whether 
tiie ladies so caUcd are nuuft or lay-sistexs, Inretuxp, 
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I \i ill srtid you the secret history of several canliiuli» 
w h^ch I ha\T by me in maDuscript^ with the gribn- 
t*...^^. .muHin. pi'»Utics. and intrigues^ by which tbej 
iiuK!.- ihcir way to the holy piiq>le. 

** Iv.ic. when 1 pruposs a correspondence, I nunt 
not ull \A>u what 1 intend to advise you of hereafter, 
jii\; •.xj;W%'i to ijivc you what I have at present. The 
(v(v lijs iHTtrn sick for this fortnight of a violent 
uxHii-jivhr. which has very much raised the Frcndi 
t.iv*i:v''.u 4nd put the Conclave into a great ferment. 
b'\ \r: \ v'v.c ^u'the prriendcrs to the succession is grcwn 
cu v-::u \ran» wilder than he was a fortnight ago. Each 
c4iK;:u4ic trik's who shall cough and stoop most; for 
t^^u-av- aiv 41 ^»rrsrui the great gifts, that recommend 
u> li.v* A^wsioltcal seat; which he stands the fairest 
;v>t . w !k> is llkrly to resign it the soonest. I have 
k'.i w ;i the* (iiur. when it used to rain Louis dors on 
>i\h v\v45ii>us; but, whatever is the matter, there 




t!u'\>s lu^pcvl. that his holiness may recover, and 
b'.;:\ ic-vx* lus i»i\.ii;in.iry sUiX*cssors. 

•* rhcrr has IcUrlv IxH^n found an human tooth in 
a oai.u\>iub, which has engaged a couple of convents 
in a l.iw -suit ; each of them pretending, that it bc- 
loiiijc^i lo the jaw -Kuie of a saint, who was of their 
ouU I . The aillcge luve sat uptMi it thrice j and I find 
there is a dis}x>siuoii among them to take it out of 
I lie poNscssiou of both the anUending parties, by rea- 
si^:i ot a s|>ereh, w hich was made by one of tlic car- 
dinals, who, by reason of its being found out of the 
ciuupany i»f any other bi^nes* asserted, that it might 
Ih^ one of thctiTth, which was coughed out by A^XA, 
uu old woman whos<* lass is n^.corded in Martial. 

** I have nothing remarkable to communicate to 
you of state ail'iurs^ excepting only^ that the Pope 
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^ t^as lately received an horse from the Grerman am* 
, bassador, as an acknowledgement for the kingdom 
of Naples, which i»-a^f of the church. His holi- 
ness refused this horse from the Germans ever since 
the Duke of Anjou has been possessed of Spain ; but 
as they lately took care to accompany it with a body 
of ten thousand more, they have at last overcome his 
boliness*s modesty, and prevailed upon him to ac« 
cept the present. I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble servant^ 

PAsauiN.** 



te 



P. S. Marforio is very much yours,** 



N°1S0. TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1709-10. 



Tamert me 
Cum magnis vixUse invita fatebitur usque 
Xnvidia HOR. 1« Sat i. ^%^ 

Spite of herself ev*a Envy must confefs, 
Tiiat I the firieadsbip of the great possess. 

F&AVCI8* 

Sheer-lane, February 6. 

I FIND some of the most polite Latin authors, who 
wrote at a time when Rome was in its glory, speak 
with a certain noble vanity of the brightness and 
splendor of the age in which they lived. Pliny of^en 
i:ompliments his emperor Trajan upon this head; 
and when he would animate him to any thing great, 
QX dissuade him from any thing that was improper^ 
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lit: in«>inuatcs, that it is befitting or unbecrnii: l' i:.r 
tlrrUn^ kSj nilor .secn/i, that period of liirc v;:;:'.a 
V. cis nii'.dr^ illiislrioiw by his reijjn. \\'hc n we c-s*. 
o::r ( -o-, back on tlic history of mankind, and ir:cc 
them through tlicir several successions to their rir-i 
orij;iii:il, wc sonu times see them breaking ctu iji 
jert It and memorable actions, and towniiig r.p:o 
\h(' utmost heights of" virtue and knovlt dsc; whcis, 
\: iImjjs, ii' \^ e curry cur obocrvatiuns to a little dii- 
li.iMe, we see ihcu^ sunk into sloth and ignorance, 
i\v.i\ alrog< tlitr li...l in darkness and (obscurity. Sune- 
tiuics the whol^. sj-cf.ics is asleep for two c;r three 
generation*!, and thru n^ain awakens into action ; 
li'i'.uirbes in heroes, philosophers, and poets; who 
ilo liono'iir to Jiuinan nature, and leave such tracks 
ol u;l<)ry behind them, as distinguish the years, in 
which they acted their part, Ironi the ordinary 
course of time. 

Metliinks a man cannot, without a secret sati?- 
f:u:ti';':i, consider the glory of the present age, which 
will shiiic as bri_lu ns any other in the history of 
r.,:.nl;iii'.l. It is still l)ig with gre:!t events, :nu\ h:ts 
;ili(c;!y produced ch.irrj^es and revoliitions, wi.it Ii 
wiil 1)(^ MS n\':eh ndu. in d by posterity, as cny fhrt 
ha\c happened in 'Mliud;iys of (;ur fathers, or in the 
olil times b(lore tlum." ^\'e hnve seen kinsrdrms 
<li\idcil niid iiuitr.l, moiiarchs eicct' d M:d i\'p(-(d, 
I'.iili.ji'S traii-tcrr< d lifiUi one .-.(rvc:"*- is:n to a:.-. iJKT; 
<(*:i;^!!-ri /'.•.•. r.ii.-v'.l tn <\:c\\ a grcatiic?-, ;;s ]i::s uivcii 
ii li i;i>r \i) lM!in!<- :\]j\ tlirouii dov.n bv su*. ii ;i f.;,L 
Li-. Ii IS n:.Aed iheii" pity. 

II' It it is still a more nlea'^ir.cr view \o nn KnL'lMi- 
nj ill, to see his ov. n ccnmtrv <'.i^<' tli'- *l>ief intiu- 
VI: \: Xo ^o illL>ii'.(!*i^ :v.i v.c/-, aiui ^tv.n,\ \\\ tlu" strorir- 
C-* J int (jf l"^l:l ».i;,iujt 'Jic difAi^ed 'J'-vy t:i:;» :i.r- 



1 
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If we begin with learned men, we may observe, 
to the honour of our country, that those who mak6 
the greatest figure in most arts and sciences, are unif 
versally allowed to be of the British nation; and > 
what is more remarkable, that men of the greatest 
learning, are among the men of the greatest quality. 

A nation may indeed abound with persons of such 
uncommon parts and worth, as may make them ra- 
ther a misfortune than a blessing to the public-. 
Those, who singly might have been of infinite adr 
vantage to the age they live in, may, by rising up 
together in the same crisis of time, and by inter* 
fering in their pursuits of honour, rather interrupt, 
than promote the service of their country. Of this 
we have a famous instance in the republic of Rome> 
when Caesar, Pompey, Cato, Cicero, and Brutus, 
endeavoured to recommend themselves at the same 
time to tlie admiration of their contemporaries. 
Mankind was not able to provide for so many ex- 
traordinary persons at once, or find out posts suitable 
to their ambition and abilities. For this reasoa 
they were all as miserable in their deaths, as they 
were famous in their lives, and occasioned not only 
the ruin of each otlier, but also that of tlie com- 
mon wealtli. 

It is therefore a particular happiness to a people, 
when the men of superior genius and character are 
so justly disposed in the high places of honour, that 
each of them moves in a sphere which is proper to 
him, and requires those particular qualities in which 
he excels. 

If I see a general commanding the forces of his 
country, whose victories are not to be paralleled in 
story, and who is as famous for his negotiations as 
his victories*; and at the same time see the raanage- 

* The ilnice of Marlborough, commander in chief of het 
Majesty's fuices. 
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inent of a nation's trcasary in the hands of one, who 
has always distinguished himself by a gcneroos con* 
tempt or his own private wealth, and an exact fra- 
galiQr of that which belongs to the public *; I can* 
not but think a people under such an administntioB 
may promise themselves conquests abroad, and plent; 
at home. If I were to wish for a proper person tn 
preside over the public councils, it should certaiol; 
be one as much admired for his univenal know- 
ledge of men and things, as for his eloquence, con- 
rage, and integrity, in the exertmg of such extract 
dinarv talents f. 

Wno is not pleased to see a person in the higbesi 
Btation in the law, who was the most eminent in hii 
profession, and the most accomplished orator at the 
oar t ? Or at the head of the fleet a commander, un- 
der whose conduct the common enemy received socli 
a blow, as he has never been able to recover § } 

Were we to form to ourselves the idea of onej 
vhom we should tiiink proper to govern a distant 
kingdom, consisting chiefly of those who diifer from 
us in religion, and are influenced by foreign poli- 
tics } would it not be such a one, as had signalized 
himself by an uniform and unshaken zeal for tb< 
Protestant interest, and by his dexterity in defeating 
tlie skill and artifice of its enemies ||^ In short, it 
\vc find a great man popular for his honesty andhu- 

• Sidney lord Godolpbin was th«n Inrd high-treasurer ol 
Engl.ind. 

f 1 he i^reat loid Somers was at this time lord president ql 
tlie council. 

X L'>rd chancellor Cowp«r is here alUided to. 

§ Evtward Ku&sel, e;trl of Orfurd, first lord commitsloiier ol 
the A«imirjUy. 

II Thomas earl of Wharton liad recently been honoured with 
the title ol ioiU iKiutea^ut of IreUnd { Addifon was his secrctai y . 
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ty, as well as famed for his learning and. great 
in all the languages of Europe ; or a person 
ent for those (qualifications, which make mea 

in public assemblies, or for that steadiness^ 
ancy, and eood sense, which carr}' a man to the. 
ed |K)int tnrough all the opposition of tamult 
)rejudicc, we have the happiness to behold them 
. posts suitable to their characters. ' 
cIi a constcllati ')n of great persons, if I may sa 
I, while they shine out in their own distinct 
:ities, reflect a lustre upon each other, but in a 

particular manner on their Sovereign, who has 
d them in those proper situations, by which 
virtues become so beneficial to all her subjects, 
the anniversary of the birth-day of this glorious 
m, which naturally led me into this field of con* 
lation, and, instead of joining in the public ex-^ 
ions that are made on such occasions, to enter* 
my thoughts with the more serious pleasure of 
nating upon the glories of her reign: 
hile 1 behold her surrounded with triumphs, 
idorned with all the prosperity and success wnich 
en ever shed on a mortal, and still considering 
\{ as such ; though the person appears to me 
eding great, that hias these just honours paid to 

yet I must confess, she appears much greater 
at she receives them with a such glorious hu* 
y, and shews she has no further regard for them, 

as thev arise from these great events, which 

made ner subjects happy. For my own part, 
st confess, when I see private virtues in so iagli 
gree of perfection, I am not astonished at any 
ordinary success that attends them, but look 

public triumphs as the natural consequences of 
ious retirements. 



>L. XIX. 
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AdTE&TI 8BMBNT. 

*^ Finding some persons have mistaken P 
"veho was mentioned in mj last, for one \i 
been pilloried at Rome, I must here advertise 
that it is only a maimed statue so called, on 
the private scandal of that citj is generaUy 
Maiforio is a person of the same quality, ' 
usually faiade to answer whatever is publis 
the otner; the wits of that place, like too m 
our own country, taking pleasure in setting in 
people together b»' the ears. Hie menfioo 
this person, who is a great wit, and a great c 
put me in mind of Mr. Estcourt, who is un( 
same circumstances. He was formerly my a 
cary, and being at present disabled by the go 
stone, I must recommend him to the pub 
Thursday next j that admirable play of Bei 
son's, called The Silent Woman, being app 
to be acted for his benefit. It would be indea 
me to appear twice in a season at these lud 
diversions 3 but as I alwa^'s give my man ai 
maid one day in the year, I shall allow thei 
and am promised by Mr. Estcourt, my ing 
apothecnf}', that they shall have a place ke 
them in the first row of the middle gallery.*' 
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N^IS 1 . THURSDAY,FEBRUARY9,n09-10. 



Sce/ks tit jugulate Fa/ernum, 

Et dati Campafio toxica sava mero, MART. i. I9« 

How great the crime, how flagrant the abase I 
T' adulterate generous wine with noxious juice. 

R. Wynns* 

Sheer-lane, Felruary 8. 

There is in this city a certain fraternity of chemical 
operators, who work underground in holes, caverns, 
and dark retirements, to conceal their mysteries from 
•the eyes and observation of mankind. These sub- 
: terraneous philosophers are daily employed in the 
transmutation of liquors, and, by the power of ma- 
gical drugs and incantations, raising under the streets 
of London the choicest products of the hills and val- 
leys of France. They can squeeze Bourdeaux out of 
the sloe, and draw Champagne from an apple. Vir- 
gil, in that remarkable prophecy, 

Licitltitque rkbpu fenddit tentihts uva* 

VIRG. Ed. iv. 29* 

The ripening grape shall hang on every thom^ 

seems to have hinted at this art, which can turn a 
plantation of northern hedges into a vineyard. These 
adepts are known among one another by the name 
of fFine- brewers; and, I am afraid, do great injury, 
not only to her majesty's customs, but to tlie bodies 
of many of her good subjects. 

z 2 
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Having rr.rcivc(l sundry complaints against tbeie 
invisible workni**!!, I ordered the proper officer of 
my court to ferrrt them out of their respective cavrt, 
and bring ihem before me, which was yesterday 
executed accordingly. 

I'he person, who appeared against them, wan a 
merchant, who had by him a great magazine of 
wines, that he had laid in before the war .* but these 
;gentlemen, as he said, had so vitiated the nation'^ 
pal.'itc, that no man could believe his to be French, 
because it did not taste like what they sold for such. 
As a man never pleads better than where his own 
personal interest is concerned, he exhibited to the 
court, with great eloquence, " that this new corpora* 
lion of druggists had inflamed tlie bills of mortality, 
and pu/zled the college of physicians with diseases, 
for which they neither knew a name or cure. He 
accused some of giving all their customers colics and 
megrims ; and mentioned one who had boasted, he 
had a tun of claret by him, that in a fortnight's time 
should give the gout to a dozen of the healthfulest 
men in the city, provided that their constitutions 
were prepared for it by wealth and idleness. He then 
enlarged, with a great show of reason, upon the pre- 
judice, which these mixtures and compositions had 
done to the brains of the Phiglish nation ; as is too 
visible, s.iid he, from many late pamphlets, speeches, 
and sermons, as well as from the ordinary conversa- 
tions of the youth of this age. He then quoted an 
ingenious person, who would undertake to know 
by a man's writings the wine he most delighted in; 
and on that occasion named a certain satirist, whom 
he had discovered to be the author of a lam}>oon, by 
a manifest taste of the slr)e, vhich hh'*\^cd itself in 
it, by much roughness, aii<l little spirit. 

In the last place, he aseribrd to the unnatural tu- 
mults and fermentations which tlicsc inixtuies rai^ 
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in our bloody the divisions, heats, and animosities, 
that reign among us; and, in particular, asserted 
most of the modern enthusiasms and agitations to be 
nothing else but the effects of adulterated Port. 

The counsel for the Brewers had a face so ex- 
tremely inflamed, and illuminated with carbuncles, 
that I did not wonder to see him an advocate for 
these sophistications. His rhetoric was likewise 
such as I should have expected from the common 
draught, which I found he often drank to a great 
excess. Indeed, I was so surprized at his figure and 
parts, that I ordered him to give me a taste of his 
usual liquor; which I had no sooner drunk, but I 
found a pimple rising in my forehead ; and felt such 
a sensible decay in my understanding, that I would 
not proceed in the trial until the fume of it was en* 
lirely dissipated. 

This notable advocate had little to say in the de- 
fence of his clients, but that they were under a neces- 
sity of making claret, if they would keep open their 
doors; it being the nature of mankind to love every 
thing that is prohibited. He further pretended to 
reason, that it might be as profitable to the nation 
to make French wine as French hats; and concluded 
with the great advantage, that this practice had al- 
ready brought to part of the kingdom. Upon which 
he informed the court, that the lands in Hereford- 
shire were raised two years purchase since the begin- 
ning of the war. 

When I had sent out my summons to these peo- 
ple, I gave, at the same time, orders to each of them 
to bring the several ingredients he made use of in 
distinct phials, which they had done accordingly^ 
and ranged them into two rows on each side of the 
court. The workmen were drawn up in ranks be- 
hind them. The merchant informed me, " that in 
one row of phials were the several golours they dealt 

z 3 
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in, and in the other, the tastes." He then shewed 
mc, on the right-hand, one who went by the name 
of Tom Tintoret, who, as he told me, *' was the 
grcatt st master in his colouring of any vintner in 
Ivondon." To give me a proof of his art, he took a 
glass of fair watery and, by the infusion of three 
chops out of one of his phials, converted it into a 
most beautiful pale Burgundy. Two more of the 
Scime kind heightened it mto a perfect Languedoc: 
frc m thence it passed into a florid Hermitage : and 
after ha\ ing gone through two or three other chan- 
ges, by the addition of a single drop, ended in a very 
(leep i\;ntac. This ingenious virtuoso, seeing me 
very mueh surprized at his art, told me, that he had 
not an opportunity of shewing it in perfection, hav- 
ing only made use of water for the ground-work of 
his colouring : but that, if I were to see an opera- 
lion upon liquors of stronger bodies, the art would 
appear to a much greater advantage. He added, that 
he doubted not but it would please my curiosity to 
sec I he cyder of one apple take only a vermilion, 
when another, with a less quantity .of the same in- 
fusion, would rise into a dark purple, according to 
the dilierent texture of parts in the liquor. He in- 
formed me also, that he could hit the ditlerent 
shades and degrees of red, as tlicy appear in the 
pink and the rose, the clove and the carnation, as he 
had llhenish or Moselle, Perry or AVhitc Port, to 
work in. 

I was so satisfied with the ingenuity of this virtu- 
oso, that, after having advised him to quit so dis- 
honest a profession, 1 promised him, in consideration 
of his great genius, to recommend him as a partner 
to a friind of mine who has heaped up great riches, 
and is a searlet-dyer. 

The artists on my other hand were ordered, in the 
second place, to make some experiments of their 
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skill before me : upon which the famous Hany 
Sippet stepped out, and asked me, " what I would 
be pleased to drink ?" At the same time he filled out 
three or four white liquors in a glass, and told me, 
*' that it should bc.what I pleased to call for ;" add- 
ing very learnedly, *'.That the liquor before him 
was as the naked substance, or first matter of his 
compound, to which he and his friend, who stood 
over-against him, could give what accidents, or form 
they pleased." Finding him so great a philosopher, 
I desired he would convey into it the qualities and 
essence of right Bourdeaux. " Coming, coming. 
Sir," said he, with the air of a drawer; and, after 
having cast his eye on the several tastes and flavours 
that stood before him, he took up a little cruet, that 
was filled with a kind of inky juice, and pouring 
some of it out into the glass of white wine, presented 
it to me 3 and told me, " this was the wine over 
which most of the business of the last Term had 
been dispatched.'* I must confess, I looked upon 
that sooty drug, which he held up in his cruet, as 
the quintessence of English Bourdeaux; and there* 
fore desired him to give me a glass of it by itself, 
which he did with great unwillingness. My cat at 
that time sat by me upon the elbow of my chair; and 
as I did not care for making the experiment upon 
myself, I reached it to her to sip of it, which had 
like to have cost her her life ; for, notwitlistanding 
it flung her at first into freakish tricks, quite con- 
trary to her usual gravity, in less than a quarter of 
an hour she fell into convulsions ; and, had it not 
been a creature more tenacious of life than any other, 
would certainly have died under the operation. 

I was so incensed by the tortures of my innocent 
domestic, and the unworthy dealings of these men, 
that I told ihem, if each of them had as many lives 
as the injured creature before them, they deserved 
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to forfeit them for the pernicious t^ which ihej 
used for their profit. I therefore bid them look upon 
theinselvef as no better than as a kind of assasidni 
and murderers within the law. However, ftince tbejr 
had dealt so clearly with me^ and laid hrtore me 
their whole practice* I dismissed them for that time; 
with a particular request^ that they would not poii^m 
any of my friends and acquaintance^ and take to 
some honest livelihood without loss of time* 

For my own part, I hare resolved hereafter to be 
very careful in my liquors ; and have agreed with a 
friend of mine in the army» upon their next march, 
to secure me two hogsheads of tlie best stomacli-wiiie 
in the cellars of Versailles, for the ffood of my Lu- 
cubrations^ and the comfort of my (Sd age. 



N**132.SATUIIDAY,FEBRUA11Y1 1 ,n< 9-10 



Ha^fO i^rifctutl m/tgnam gratiam, qua mibi urmonis tntiJitatem «««//, 
fotionit & eibi iuitulit, TULL. dc Son. 

I am mucfi hefu)1tlen to old age, wfiich has increaied my eager- 
neks for c<M)ver&4t'on, in pro|iortu)0 a> it hat kttentd mj ap- 
pctitci of hunger biul tliir»c. 

Sheer-lane, February lo. 

After hnving applitrd my mind with more than 
ordinary attcniion to my studies, it is my nsual cus- 
tom to relax and unbend it in the conversation of 
such, as are rather easy than shining companions. 
I'his I find particularly necessary for me before I 
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retire to rest, in order to draw 1117 slumbers upon 
me by degrees, and fall asleep insensibly. This is 
the particular use I make of a set of heavy honest 
men, with whom I have passed many hours with 
much indolence, though not with great pleasure. 
Their conversation is a kind of preparative for sleep : 
it takes the mind down from its abstractions, leads 
it into the familiar traces of thought, and lulls it into 
that state of tranquillity, which is the condition of a 
thinking man, when he is but half awake. After 
this, my reader will not be surprized to hear die ac- 
count, which I am about to give of a club of my 
own contemporaries, among whom I pass two or 
three hours every evening. This I look upon as 
taking my first nap before I go to bed. The truth 
of it is, I should think myself unjust to posterity, as 
well as to the society at the Trumpet*, of which I 
am a member, did not I in some part of my writings 
give an account of the persons among whom I have 
passed almost a sixth part of my time for these last 
forty years. Our club consisted originally of fifteen ; 
but, partly by the severity of the law in arbitrary 
times, and partly bv the natural efiTects of old age« 
we are at present reduced to a third part of that num- 
ber: in which, however, we have this consolation, 
that the best company is said to consist of five per- 
sons. I must confess, besides the aforementioned 
benefit which I meet with in the conversation of this 
select society, I am not the less pleased with the com- 
pany, in that I find myself the greatest wit among 
them, and am heard as their oracle in all points of 
learning and ditficulty. 

Sir Jcoffery Notch, who is the oldest of the club, 
has been in possession of the right-hand chair time 
out of rnind^ and is the only man among us that has 

<^ A public-boose in Sbire«lane« 



tliQ fibnfjr ^ •affiog tdbe fire* ' xbb cnr fiifcuui 
a gentkmaii of an andent finnilj^'tliat caitet 
great estate some jean before be'rad^dQwretiokli a 
roD it oat in hounds, hofses, and otefe^^htUig j 1 
which reason he looks xxpaik himsdf aa^AH^liQiKS 
vrorthf gentlemattt who has had mlsfUtOt' iife g h fh 
world, uid calls CT^ thriYi^ itiah ifihiiiil upstart. 

Major Matdblbd[ is Xht Hisktsdkiior/iii^ Wrwi 
in the hrtt dvil wars, and hasiU'thebattles'i^.hekrt 
He does not think anj action in EtkropieyofA'tA- 
ing of since the fMit of- Marstdn'-Mbor i ^asii ofcrv 
night teUs ns of his having been kii6clDRl toff hn 
horse at the Jinng of the 
which he is in great esteem an^ow lif. " 

Honest old INck Reptile is the! t&d ofotf' M«^« 
He is a good*natared indolent man, whbfl 
himself, but lacffilis sit ooir jokes } and 
young nephew aKn^^ ^Ifa hinu ft footh of < 
years old, to shew httn good company^ and give 
a taste of the world. Tnis yoong fiStow dts sene- 
rally silent i bat whenever he opdu his moau, or 
laughs at any thing that passes, he is constantly told 
by nis uncle, after a^jocn£ir manner, " Ay, ay. Jack, 
you young men think us fools; hot we old men 
know you are.*' 

The greatest wit of our company, next to mysdf, 
is a Bencher of the neighbouring Inn> who in hia 
youth frequented the ordmaries alx>at Charinr-cross, 
and pretends to have been intimate with Jack Ogle. 
He has about ten disticbs of Hndibras withoat bookt 
nd never leaves the club until he has applied tliem 
11. If any modem wit be mentioned, or any town* 

olic spoken of, he shakes his head at the dnlnesa 

' the present age, and tells ns a storjr of Jack C^^. 

For my own part, I am esteemedf among dieoa, 

^aiise they see I am something respected by olhen i 
ugh at the same time I understand by tbcar be-^ 
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faavioiir, that I ntn considered by them as a man of 
a great deal of learning, but no kuowlcdejc of the 
u'orld ) insomuch, tliat the Major sometimes, in the 
height of his military. pride, calls me the Pbilosoj)hcr : 
and Sir Jeoftery, no longer ago than last night, upon 
a dispute what day of the month it was then in llol^ 
iandy pulled his pipe out of his moutli, and cried» 
** What does the scnolar say to it ?'* 

Our club meets precisely at six a clock in the 
evening', but I did not come last night until half an 
hour alter seven, by which means I escaped ihr bat- 
tle of Naseby, which the Major usually begins at 
about three quarters after six : I found also, that 
my good friend the Benahcr had already spent three 
of his distichs ; and onhr waited an opportunity to 
hear a sermon spoken of, that he might introduce 
tlic couplet where '^ a stick'* rhimcs to "ecclesias- 
tic.** At my entrance into the room, they were 
naming a red petticoat and a cloak, by which I found 
that the Bencher had been diverting them with a 
story of Jack Ogle. 

I had no sooner taken my scat, but Sir Jeoffcry, 
to shew his good-will towards nic, gave me a pipe 
of his own tobacco, and stirred up the rire. I look 
upon it as a point of morality, to be obliged by those 
who endeavour to oblige me j and therefore, in re- 
quital for his kindness, and to set the conversation 
a-going, I took the best occasion I could to put him 
umm telling us the story of old Gantlett, which he 
ahu'ays docs with very particular concern. He traced 
up Ins descent on both sides for several generations, 
describing his diet and manner of life, with his seve- 
ral battles, aiid particularly that in which he fdU 
This Gantlett was a game cock, upon whoso head 
the knight, in his youth, had won five hundred 
pounds^ and lost two thousand. This natiu-ally set 



264^ TATLER. N» 132. 

llic Major upon the; nccuuiU of Edge-hill fight, and 
ciulrd ill a diirl of Jack (Jglc's. 

Old Reptile was extremely attentive to all that 
uat said, tliough it was tlie same lie bad heard evcrjr 
iiii^ht i'nr thcitc twenty years, and upon all occasions, 
w inUcd u)K)n his nephew to mind what |xjssed. 

'i'lii< may suffice to give the world a tuKtc of our 
iiii;(K.'riit ron\('r8ati()ii, which we spun out until about 
ten (if ilx' clock, when my ninid came with a lan- 
ti-rn to lii^lit inc home. I could not but reflect with 
iDv /.elf, a^ I was going out, upon the talkative Iiu- 
iiiotir (>(' iild nun, and the little figure which that 
p.iK ol lite makes in one vho cannot employ his 
nitrr.l pro)K*ii>ity in discourses which would make 
hi in \( nrrable. I must own, it makes me very me- 
laiii'hnly in company, when I hear a voung mail be- 
gin A story ; and have often observed, tliat one cf a 
<]Marter of an hour long in a manoftive-and- twenty, 
j'ailiers circumstances every time he tells it. until it 
«»riiws into a long Canterbury tale of two hours by 
tliat time lu; is threescore. 

The mily way of avoiding such a trifling and fri- 
volous old age is, to lav up in our way to it such sto- 
ries of knowledge ana observation, as may make us 
useful and agreeable in our declining years, llie 
mind of man in a long life will become a magazine 
ot wisdom or folly, and will consequently discharge 
iisclf in something impertinent or improving. For 
which reason, as there is nothing more ridiculous 
than an old trifling story-teller, so there is nothing 
more venerable, than one who has turned his ex- 
perience to the entertainment and advantage of 
mankind. 

In short, wc, who are in the last stage of life, 
and arc aj)t to indulge ourselves in talk, ought to 
lon^ider, if what we spc»ak be wortli being neard, 
and cudc;:vuur to make our discourse like that of 
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Nestor^ which Homer compares to the flowing of 
honey for its sweetness. 

I am afraid I shall be thought guilty of this excess 
I am speaking of, when I cannot conclude without 
observing that Milton certainly thought of this pas- 
gage in Homer, when, in his description of an elo* 
qucnt spirit, he says. 



*' His tongoe diopp'cl roannaJ 
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Dim tactnty clamattt, TULL. 

Their Sileuce pleadi abod. 

Sheer 'lane, Felruary 13. 

Silence is sometimes more significant and sublime, 
than the most noble and most expressive plo()uence, 
and is on many occasions the indication (}f a great 
zuind. Several authors liave treated of Silence, as 
a part of duty and discretion; but none of them 
have considered it in this light. Homer compares 
the noise and clamour of the Trojans advancing to- 
wards the enemy, to the cackling of cranes, when 
they invade an army of pigmies. On tlie contrary, 
be makes his counUymen and favourites, the Greeks, 
move fon;v^ard in a regular and determined march, 
and in the depth of Silence. I find in the accounts, 
which arc gi\cn us of some of the more Eastern 
nations, where tiic inhabitants are disposed bv tU^^^i: 

VOL. 111. A A. 
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constitutions nnd climates to higher strains o 
thought, and more: elevated raptures than what w 
led in the Northern regions of the world, tlia 
Silence is a religious exercise among them. Fo 
when their public devotions are in the greatest fer 
vour, and their hearts lifted up as high as word 
can raise them, there are certain suspensions o 
sound and motion for a time, in which the mind i 
left to itself, and supposed to swell with such secrc 
conceptions, as are too big for utterance. I hav« 
myself been wonderfully delighted with a master 
piece of music, when in the very tumult and fer 
nient of their harmony, all the voices and instni 
nients have stopped short on a sudden ; and after; 
little pause recovered themselves again as it were 
and renewed the tx)ncert in all its parts. This shor 
interval of Silence has had more music in it, thai 
any the same space of time before or after it. Ther 
are two instances' of Silence in the two greatest jx)ct 
that ever wrote, which have something in them a 
sublime, as any of the speeches in their whol< 
works. The first is that of Ajax, in the eleventl 
book of the Odyssey. Ulysses, who had been th( 
rival of this great man in his life, as well as thcoc 
ciision of his death, upon meeting his shade in th« 
region of departed heroes, makes his submission ti 
him with au humility next to adoration, which thi 
other passes over with dumb, sullen majesty, an( 
such a Silence, as, to use tlie words of Longinus 
had more greatness in it than any thing he couh 
have spoken. 

The next instance I shall mention is in Virgil 
where the poet doubtless imitates this Sil<»nce o 
Ajax ill that of Dido 3 though I do not know tha 
any of his commentators have tjiken notice of it 
TEncas, finding among the shades of despairini 
lovers the ghost of her who had lately died for liini 
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with the wound still fresh upon her, addresses him- 
lelf to her with expanded arms, floods of tears, and 
the most passionate professions of his own innocence, 
as to what had happened ; all which Dido receives 
with the dignity and disdain of a resenting lover and 
an injured queen ; and is so far from vouchsafing 
him an answer, that she does not give him a single 
look* The poet represents her as turning away her 
face from him while he spoke to her ; and, after 
having kept her eyes some time upon the ground, as 
one that heard and contemned his protestations, 
£ying from him into the grove of myrtle, and into 
the arms of another, whose fidelity had deserved 
her love *. 

I have often thought our writers of tragedy have 
been very defective in this particular, and that they 
might have given great beauty to their works, by 
certain stops and pauses in the representation of such 
passions as it is not in the power of language to ex- 
press. There is something like this in the last act 
of " Venice Preserved," where Pierre is brought to 
an infamous execution, and begs of his friend, as a 
reparation for past injuries, and the only favour he 
could do him, to rescue him from the ignominy of 
the wheel by stabbing him. As he is going to make 
this dreadful request, he is not able to communicate 
it i but withdraws his face from his friend's ear, 
and bursts into tears. The melancholy Silence that 
follows hereupon, and continues until he has reco- 
vered himself enough to reveal his mind to his 
friend, raises in the spectators a grief that is inex- 
pressible, and an idea of such a complicated distress 
in the actor, as words cannot utter. It would look 
as ridiculous to many readers, to give rules and di- 

• Sich^us. 
A A 2 
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rections for proper Silences, as for " penning a 
Whisper:'* but it is certain, that in the extremity 
of most passions, particularly surprize, adaiirationj 
astonishment, nay, rage itself, there is nothiDg 
more graceful ihan to see the play stand still for a 
few moments, and the audience nxed in an agree- 
able suspence^ during the Silence of a skilful 
actor. 

But Silence never shows itself to so great an ad- 
vantage, as when it is made the reply to calumn) 
and defamation, provided that we give no just oc- 
casion for them. We might produce an example oi 
it in the behaviour of one, in whom it appeared ir 
all its majesty, and one, whose Silence, as well x 
his person, was altogether divine. When one con- 
siders this subject only in its sublimity, this grea 
instance could not but occur to me; and since I onl) 
make use of it to shew the highest example of it, J 
hope I do not offend in it. To forbear replying U 
an unjust reproach, and overlook it with a generous 
cr, if possible, with an entire neglect of it, is one o 
the most heroic acts of a great mind : and I mus 
confess, when I reflect upon the behaviour of som< 
of the greatest men in antiquity, I do not so mucl 
Admire them, that they deserved the praise of th' 
whole age they lived in, as because they contemnei 
the emy and detraction of it. 

All that is incumbent on a man of worth, wh 
sutlers under so ill a treatment, is to lie by for som 
time in silence and obscurity, until the prejudice C 
the times be over, and his reputation cleared. 
have often read, with a great deal of pleasure, 
legacy of the famous lord Bacon, one of the greater 
geniuses that our own or any country has producec 
After having bequeathed his soul, body, and estate 
la tlie usual form, he adds, '* My name and ok 
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mory I leave to foreign nations, and to my country^ 
men after some time be pasfted over/* 

At the same time that I recommend this philo- 
sophy toothers, I must confess, I am so poor a pro- 
'ficient in it myself, that if in the course of my Lu- 
cubrations it happens, as it has done more than 
once, that my paper is duller than in conscience it 
ought to be, I think the time an age until 1 have an 
opportunity of putting out anollier, and growing 
famous again for two days. 

I must not close my discourse upon Silence, with- 
out informing my reader, that I have by me an ela- 
borate treatise on the Aposiopesis, called an Et rep- 
tera ; it being a figure much used by some learned 
authors, and particularly by the great Littleton, y^\\o, 
as my lord chief justice Coke observes, had a most 
admirable talent at an ^c. 

Advertisement. 

To oblige the pretty fellows, and my fair readers, 
I have thought fit toinsert the whole passage above- 
mentioned relating to Dido, as it is translated by 
Mr. Dry den *. 

Not far from thence, the monrnfal fielJs appear; 
So call'd from lovers th^t inhabit there. 
The souls, whom that unhappy flame invades^ 
In, secret solitude, and m* rtle shade*, 
Make endless moans ; and, pining with desire^ 
Lament too late their unextinguish'd fire. 
Here Procris, Eriphyle lierr, he found 
Birini; her breast, yet bleeding with the wound 
Made by her son. He saw Pjisiphae there, 
With KbaeJra's gho<:t, a foul incestuous pair: 
Tl>ere LrtoJamia with Eva^hie moves: 
Unhappy b(Uh; but luyal in their loves. 
Coeneu!;, a woman mice, and once a man; 
But ending in the sex &he first began. 

* JEneld, book vi« 46. 
A A 3 
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Not far from these Phoenician Dido stood ; 
Fresh from her wound, her bosom batli'd in blood i 
Whom when the Trojan hero hardly knew. 
Obscure in shades, and witli a doubtful viaw^ 
(Doubtful as he who runs ttiro' dusky night. 
Or thinks he sees the moon's uncertain light,) 
With tears he first approach'd the sullen shade. 
And, as his love iospir'd him, thus he said s 

Unhappy queen ! then is the common breath 
Of rumour true, in your reported death ? 
And I, alas 1 the cause 1 by Heav'o I, vow. 
And all the Powers that rule the realms below. 
Unwilling 1 foreook your friendly state ! 
Commanded by the gods, and forc*d by fstei 
Those gods, that fate, whose unresisted might 
Have sent me to these regions void of light, 
Through the vast empire of eternal night. 
Nor darM I to preinme, that, prets'd with grief. 
My flight should urge you to this dire relief 
Stay, stay your steps, and listen to my tows | 
'Tis the last inUrview that fate allows 1 
In vain be ttius attempts her mind to more, 
With tears and prayers, and late-repenting love. 
Disdainfully she look'd { then turning found. 
But fix'd her eyes unmov'd upon the grotmd ; 
And what he says, and swears, regards no more 
Than the deaf rocks, when the loud billows roars 
Bat whirlM away, to shun his hateful sight. 
Hid in ttie forest, and the shades of night : 
Then sought Siclxus through the shady grove. 
Who answer'd all her cares, and equall'd all her love 
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^«/i t alia f undo 



MyrmidtMtmf Doiopumuey aut duri miles UlyisH^ 
Temperet a lacrymit f VI RG. ^II. II. S* 



Such woet 



Not even the hardesC of our foes could hear, 

JNor stern Ulyt«et tell without a tear. Drydei^. 

Sheer-lane, Fehruary 15. 

1 WAS awakened very e?rly this morning by the 
distant crowing of a cock, which I thought had the 
£nest pipe I ever heard. He seemed to me to strain 
bis voice more than ordinary, as if he designed to 
make himself heard to the remotest corner of tliis 
lane. Having entertained myself a little before I 
went to bed with a discourse on the transmigration 
of men into other animals, I could not but fancy 
that this was the soul of some drowsy bell-man who 
used to sleep upon his post, for which he was con- 
demned to do penance in feathers, and distinguish 
the several watches of the night under the outside 
of a cock. While I was thinking of the condition 
of this poor bell-man in masquerade, I heard a great 
knocking at my door, and was soon after told by my 
maid, that my worthy friend the tall black gentle- 
man, who frequents the coffee-houses hereabouts, 
desired to speak with me. This antient Pythago^ 
reav, who has as much honesty as any man living, 
but good nature to an excess, brought me the fol- 
lowing petition ; which 1 am apt to believe he 
penned himself, the petitioner not being able to ex- 
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press his mind on paper under his present form, 
however famous he might have been for writipg 
verses when he was in his original shape. 

*' To Isaac Bickirstaff^ Esquire, Censor of 

Grbat Britaik. 

" The humble petition of Job Chanticleer^ ih be- 
half of himself, and many other poor sufiiearers in 
the same condition^ 

Shcwcth, nwrket. Feb. ij, 1709. 

** That whereas your petitioner is truly descended 
of the nntient family of the Chanticleers, at Cock- 
luill, near Rumford, in Essex, it has been his mis* 
fortune to come into the mercenaxy hands of a oer* 
tnin ill-disposed person, commonly called an higler, 
who> under the close confinement of a pannier, has 
conveyed him and many others up to London; but 
hearing by chance of your worship's great humanity 
towards Kobin-red-brcasts and Tom-tits, he is em- 
boldt^ned to beseech you to take his deplorable Con- 
dition into your tender consideration, who other- 
wise, must sutfer, with many thousands more as in- 
nocent ns himself, tliat inhuman barbarity of a 
Shrovo-Tt/csdar/ persecution*. We humbly hope, 
tiiat our courage and vigilance may plead for us on 
this occasion. 

*' Your poor petitioner most earnestly implores 
your immediate protection from the insolence of the 
rabble, the batteries of cat-sticks, and a painful 
lingering death. 

And your Petitioner, &c.'* 

TTpon delivery of this petition, the worthy gen- 
tleman, who presented it, told me the customs of 

* The original date of this paper is ** From Tuesday FeK i4» 
to Tliursdjiy Feb. i6| 1709.*', 
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many wise nations of the £ast^ through v/hich he 
had travelled ; that nothing was more frequent than 
to see a Dervise lay out a whole year's income in the 
redemption of larks or linnets> that had unhappily 
fallen into the hands of bird-catchers : that it was 
also usual to run between a dog and a bull to keep 
them from hurting one another, or to lose the use 
of a limb in parting a couple of furious niastiffj;. 
He then insisted upon the ingratitude and disinge^ 
%uity * of treating in this manner a necessary and 
dcnnestic animal^ that has made the whole house 
keep good hours, and called up the cook-maid for 
fi\t years together. ** What would a Turk f say/* 
continued he> " shovdd he hear, that it is a common 
entertainment in a nation, which pretends to be 
one of the fnost civilized of Europe, to tie an inno- 
cent animal to a stake, and put him to an ignomi^ 
nious deatliy who has perhaps been the guardian 
and proveditor of a poor family, as long as he was 
able to get eggs for his unstress ?*' 

I thought what this gentleman said was very rea- 
sonable ; and have often wondered, that we do not 
lay aside a custom, which makes us appear bar- 
barous to nations much more mde and unpolished 
than ourselves. Some French writers have repre- 
sented this diversion of the common people much to 
our disadvantage, and imputed it to natural fierce- 
ness and cruelty of temper j a^ they do some other 
entertainments peculiar to our nation : I mean those 
elegant diversions of bull-baiting and prize-fighting, 
'with the like ingenious recreations of the Bear- 
garden. I wish I knew how to answer this reproach 
which is cast upon us^ and excuse the death of so 

* Diungtnmuintss, 

f The word Turk it used here to signify a savage, or a. Bur* 
harian. 
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itiany inncx^nt cocks, bulls, dogs^ and bears, 
have been set together by the ears, or died untin 
deaths, only to make us sport. 

It will be said, that these arc the entertainnM 
of common people. It is true ; but they arc 
entertainments of no other common people. 
sides, "I am afraid, there is a tincture of the sj 
savage spirit in the diversions of those of hig 
rank, and more refined relish. Rapin observes, I 
die English theatre very much delights in bloodsl 
which he likewise represents as an indication of 
tempers. I must own, there is something \ 
horrid in the public executions of an English 1 
gedy. Stabbing and poisoning, which are p 
formed behind the scenes in other nations, roust 
done openly among us, to gratify the audience. 

When poor Sandford was upon the stage, I h 
seen him groaning upon a wheel, stuck with d 
gers, impded alive, calling his executioners, wit 
dying voice, " cruel dogs and villains !** and all i 
to please his judicious spectators, who were wond 
fully delighted with seeing a man in torment so v 
acted. The truth of it is, the politeness of • 
English stage, in regard to decorum, is very ext 
ordinary. We act murders, to show our intn 
dity J and adulteries, to show our gallantry : b 
ofthtm are frequent in our most taking plays, w 
this difference only, that the former are done in 
sight of the audience, and the latter wrought up 
such an height upon the stage, that they are aim 
put in execution before the actors can get behind 
scenes. 

I would not have it thought, that there is j 
ground for those ^consequences which our cnen: 
draw against us from these practices j but methii 
one would be sorry for any manner of occasion 
such misrepresentations of us. The virtues of t( 
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dcmess> compassion ; and humanity^ are those by 
which men are distinguished from brutes, as much 
as by reason itself; and it would be the greatest re- 
proach to a nation, to distinguish itselt from all 
others by any defect in these particular virtues. For 
"which reasons, I hope that my dear countrymen 
will no longer expose themselves by an etfusion of 
blood, whether it be of theatrical heroes, cocks, or 
any other innocent animals, which we are not 
obliged to slaughter for our safety, convenience, or 
nourishment. When any of these ends are not 
served in the destruction of a living creature, 1 can- 
not but pronounce it a great piece of cruelty, if not 
a kind of murder. 
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^fM si in hoe errOf quhd animo% ho^inum immer tales esse credam^ //- 
henttr err9\ necmibi bunc efrorentf quo tfelector^ Hum •vi'voy extort 
^eri vo/o: sin mortuuSf ut quidam minuti fbilo^opbi ccnsenty nibet 
smtiam ; non vereor, ne bunc erronm meum mortui pbiloiophi irrim 
deant, CICERO, De Seiiect. cap. ult. Ed. Verburgii, Vol. X» 
p. 3758. 

^ But if I err in believing that the sools of men are immoi tal^ 
I willingly err ; nor while I live would 1 wish to have this 
delightful error extorted from me : and if afttr death I shall 
feel nothing, as some minute philosophers think, I am not 
afiaid lest dead fbiiosopbcrs should laugh at me for the error.'* 

Sheer- lane, February ij. 

Several letters, which I have lately received, gire 
me inforfrvation, that some well-disposed persons 
have taken offence at my using tlie word Frea^ 



216 TATLER. N» 13 

thinker as a ieirm of reproach. To set, therefoi 
this matter in a clear light, I must declare, that i 
one can have a greater veneration than myself for tl 
Vree-thinkers of antiquity j who acted the same pj 
in those thues, as tlie great men of the Reformati< 
did in several nations of Europe, by exerting thcr 
selves against the idolatry and superstition of ti 
times in which they lived. It was by this noble ii 
pulse that Socrates and his disciples, as well as i 
the philosophers of note in Greece, and Cicero, S 
iieca, with all the learned men of Rome, ende 
voured to enlighten their contemporaries amidst i 
darkness and ignorance in which tlie world was thi 
k»unk and buried. 

The great jwints, which these Free-thinkers o 
deavoured to establish and inculcate into the min 
of men, were the formation of the universe, the si 
perintendency of Providence, the perfection of tl 
Divine Nature, the immortality of the soul, and d 
future state of rewards and punishments. They j 
complied with the religion of their country, as mu< 
as possible, in such particulars as did not coutradi 
and pervert these great and fundamental doctrines < 
mankind. On the contrary, the |)ersons who no 
set up for Free-thinkers, are such as endeavour, 1 
a little trash of words and sophistry, to weaken ai 
destroy those very principles, for the vindication 
which, freedom of thought at first became la udat 
and heroic. Tiiese apostates from reason and go( 
sense can look at the glorious frame of nature, wit 
out paying an adoration to Him that raised it ; a 
consider me great revolutions in the universe, wit! 
out lifting up their minds to that superior Pow 
which hath Uie direction of it; can presume to cej 
sure tlic Deity in his ways towards men -, can lev 
mankind with the beasts that perish 3 can exti 
guish in their owi^ loliid^ all the plea;iing hopes ol 
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future state, and lull themselves into a stupid secu- 
rity against the terrors of it. If one were to take 
the word priesUraJi out of tlie mouths of these shal- 
low monsters, tiiey would be immediately struck 
dumb. It is by the help of this single term that they 
endeavour to disappoint the good works of the most 
learned and venerable order of men, and harden the 
hearts of the ignorant against the very light of na- 
ture, and the common received notions of mankind. 
We ought not to treat such miscreants as these 
upon the foot of fair disputants 5 but to pour out 
contempt upon them, and speak of them with soorn 
iind infamy, as the pests of society, the revilers of 
Imman nature, and the blasphemers of a Being, 
whom a good man would rather die than hear dis- 
honoured. Cicero, after having mentioned the 
great heroes of knowledge that recommended this 
divine doctrine of the immortality of tlie soul, calls 
those small pretenders to v/isdom, who declared 
against it, certain minute philosophers, using a di- 
minutive even of the word Little, to express the 
despicable opinion he had of them. The contempt 
he throws upon them in another passage, is yet 
more remarkable; where, to show the mean 
tljoughts he entertains of them, he declares ** he 
would rather be in the wrong with Plato, than in 
the right with such company.** There is indeed no- 
thing in the world so ridiculous as one of these grave 
philosophical Free-thinkers, that hatli neither pas- 
sions nor appetites to gratify, no heats of blood, 
nor vigour of constitution, that can turn his systems 
of infidelity to his advantage, or raise pleasures out 
i)f tiiem which are inconsistent with the bcHef of an 
hereafter. One that has upitlier wit, gallantry, 
mirth, or youth, to indulge by these notions, but 
only a jxjor, joyless, uncomfortable vanity of dis-^ 
tinguishing himself from the rest of mankind, is ra^ 

VOL. HI. B s 
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Uicr to be regarded ns a mischievous lunatic, thani 
mistaken philosopher. A chaste infidel, aspcctt-ll 
lativc libertine, is an animal that I should not Ifr " 
licvc to be in nature, did I not sometimes meet viik 
this species of men, that plead for the iodnlgeiKt 
of tlicir passions in the midst of a severe studkn 
life, and talk against the immortality of the sod 
over a dish of coffee. 

I would fain ask a minute philosopher, what spod 
he proposes to mankind by the publishing of Ibs 
doctrines ? Will they make a man a better citizen, 
or father of a family 3 a more endearing husband, 
friend, or son? will they enlarge his public or pn- 
vate virtues, or correct any of his frailties or vices? 
What is there either joyful or glorious in such opi- 
nions? do they either refresh or enlarge our 
thoughts ? do they contribute to the happiness, or 
raise the dignity, of human nature ? The only good, 
that I have ever heard pretended to, is, that they 
banish terrors, and set the mind at ease. But whose 
terrors do they banish ? It is certain, if there were 
any strength in their arguments, they would give 
great disturbance to minds that arc influenced by 
virtue, honour, and moraliXy, and take from us the 
only comforts and supports of aflliction, sickness, 
and old age. The minds, therefore, which they set 
at case, are only those of impenitent criminals and 
malefactors, and which, to the good of mankind, 
should be in perpetual terror and alarm. 

I must confess, nothing is more usual than for a 
Free-thinker, in proportion as the insolence of scep- 
ticism is abated in him by years and knowledge, or 
humbled and beaten down by sorrow or sickness, to 
reconcile himself to the general conceptions of rea- 
sonable creatures 3 so that we frequently see the 
apostates turning from their revolt towards the end 
of their lives, and employing the refuse of their 
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"""^parts in promoting those truths which they had be- 
"~ fore endeavoured to invalidate. 
-■ The history of a gentleman in France is very well 
Icnown, who was so zealous a promoter of infidelity, 
~;(h.at he had got together a select company of dis- 
ciples, and travelled into all parts of the kingdom to 
make converts. In the midst of his fantastical suc- 
cess he fell sick, and was reclaimed to such a sense 
of his condition, tliat after he had passed some time 
in great agonies and horrors of mind, he begged 
those who had the care of burying him, to dress his 
body in the habit of a capuchin, that the devil might 
not run away with it j and, to do further justice 
upon himself, desired them to tie an halter about 
bis neck, as a mark of that ignominious punishment, 
^'hich; in his own thoughts, he had so justly de- 
served. 

I would not have persecution so far disgraced, as 
to wish these vermin might be animadverted on by 
any legal penalties ; though I think it would be 
highly reasonable, that those few of tliem who die 
in the professions of their infidelity, should have 
such tokens of infamy fixed upon them, as might 
distinguish those bodies which are given up by the 
owners to oblivion and putrefaction, from those 
-which rest in hope, and shall rise in glory. But at 
the same time that 1 am against doing them the ho- 
nour of the notice of our laws, which ought not to 
suppose there are such criminals in being, I have 
often wondered, how they can be tolerated in any 
mixed conversations, while they are venting these 
absurd opinions 5 and should think, that if, on any 
such occasions, half a dozen of the most robust 
Christians in the company would lead one of these 
gentlemen to a pump, or convey him into a blanket, 
they would do very good service both to church and 
state. I do not know how the laws stand in this 

B B 2 
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particular; but I hope, whatever knocks, ban 
thumps, might be given with such an hone 
tcntion, would not be construed as a breach 
peace. I dare say they would not be return 
the person who receives them ; for whatcvci 
fools may say in the vanity of their hearts, th 
too wise to risque their lives upon the unccrtai 
their opinions. 

When I was a young man about thif? town, 
qucnted the ordinary of the Black-horse in He 
where the person that usually presided at the 
was a rough old-fashioned gentleman, who, a 
ing to the customs of those times, had be« 
Major and Preacher of a regiment. It hap 
one day that a noisy young officer, bred in F 
was venting some new-fangled notions, and « 
ing» in the gaiety of his humour, against th* 
pcnsations of Providence. The Major, at 
or;v desired him to talk more respectfully of o 
whom all the company had an honour -, but, 
ing him run on in his extravagance, began to 
mand him after a more serious manner. " 1 
man,'* said he, '* do not abuse your Bene 
whilst you are eating his bread. Consider whc 
you breathe, whose presence you are in, and ^ 
IS that gave you the power of that very sj 
which you niake use of to his dishonour.*' 
young fellow, who thought to turn matters i 
jest, asked him, ** if he was going to preach ? 
at the same time desired him ** to take care wl 
said when he spoke to a man of honour." " J 
of honour !*' says the Major ; '* thou art an i 
and a blasphemer, and I shall use thee as 5 
In short, the quarrel ran so high, that the , 
was drsired to walk out. Ui^n tlieir cominj 
the garden, the old fellow advised his antagoi 
consider the place into which one pass might 
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him ; but, finding him grow upon him to a degree 
of scurrility, as believing the advice proceeded from 
fear 5 " Siirah," says he, " if a thunderbolt does 
•not strike thee dead before I come at thee, I shall 
not fail to chastise thee for tliy profaneness to thy 
Aiaker, and thy sauciness to his servant." Upon 
this he drew his sword, and cried out with a loud 
voice, " The sword of the Lord and of Gideon !" 
which so terrified his antagonist, that he was im- 
mediately disarmed, and thrown upon his knees. 
In this posture he begged his life; but the Major 
refused to grant it, before he had asked pardon for 
his ofience in a short extemporary prayer, which the 
old gentleman dictated to him upon the spot, and 
'which bis proselyte repeated after him in the pre- 
sence of the whole ordinary, that were now ga- 
thered about him in the garden. 



N'l 36. TUESDAY, FEBRUARy21, 1709-10. 

DffrenS miterum est : Fabh veljudiee vincam, 

HOR. I. Sau II. ver. nlt» 

To be surpriz*il, !<:, sure a wretched tale, 

AaJ for the truth to Fabius 1 apjieal. Fi a ncis. 

Whites Chocolate- house, February i8» 

The History op Tom Varnish. 

Because I have a professed aversion to long be- 
ginnings of stories, I will go into this at once, by 
telling you, that there dwells near the Royal Ex- 
change as happy a couple as ever entered into wed« 

B B 3 
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lock. Tlrcse live in tliat mutual confidence of cj 
other, which renders the satisfactions of manri; 
even greater than those of friendship, and roal 
wife and linsband the dearest appellations of bun 
life. Mr. Kalance is a merchant of good consit 
ralion, and und^rstands the world, not from spe* 
lation, but practice. His wife is the daughter 
an honest house, ever bred in a family-way ; j 
has, from a natural good understanding, and gi 
innocence, a freedom which men of sense knov 
be the certain sign of virtue, and fools take to 
an encouragement to vice. 

Tom Varnish, a young gentleman of the Midc 
Temple, by the bounty of a good fatlier, v/ho ^ 
so obliging as to die, and leave him, in his twen 
fourth year, besides a good estate, a large s 
which lay in the hands of Mr. Balance, had by i 
vieaiis an intimacy at his house j and being one 
those hard students who read plays for the imprc 
iTient in the law, took his rules of life from thei 
Ujion mature deliberation, he conceived it v 
proper, that he, as a man of wit and pleasure of 
town, sbfHild have an intrigue with his iJicrcha 
wife. He no sooner thought of this adventure, 
lie bei^an it by an amorous epistle to the lad}', ar 
faithful promise to wait upon her at a certain h 
the next evening, when he knew her husband ' 
to l)e absent. 

'1 Ik; Idler was no sooner received, but it ' 
romniuniciiir.d to the husband, aiul produced 
otlier cli^'c.ei iPi him, than that he joined with 
\\ it'^ to raise all the mirth they could out of this 1 
tastic.il pitx'c of s;aJLintry. They were so little c 
ccrMt'd at tills dangerous man of mode, tliat t 
plotliHl wavs to perplex liim without hurting h 
\^ii::ish eoin^'s < xactly at his hour; and the la. 
well-acted confusion ^t his entrance gave him 
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portunity to repeat some couplets very fit for the 
occasion with very much grace and spirit. His the- 
atrical manner of making love was interrupted by 
an alarm of the husband's coming ; and the wife, in 
a personated terror, beseeched him, ** if he had any 
, value for the honour of a woman that loved him, he 
•would jump •ut of the window." He did so, and 
fell upon feather-beds placed on purpose to receive 
him. 

It is not to be conceived how great the joy of an 
amorous man is, when he has suffered for his 
mistress, and is never the worse for it. Varnish ihe 
next day writ a most elegant billet, wherein he said 
all that imagination could form upon the occasion. 
He violently protested, " going out of the window 
"was no way terrible, but as it was going from iier 3" 
with several other kind expressions, which pro- 
cured him a second assignation. Upon his second 
visit, he was conveyed by a faithful maid into her 
bed-chamber, and left there to expect the arrival of 
her mistress. But the wench, according to her in- 
structions, ran in again to him, and locked the door 
after her to keep out her master. She had just time 
enough to convey the lover int6 a chest before she 
admitted the husband and his wife into the room. 

You may be sure that trunk was absolutely neces- 
sary to be opened ; but upon her husband's ordering 
it, she assured him, " she had taken all ithe care 
imaginable in packing up the things with her own 
hands, and he might send the trunk abroad as soon 
as he thought fit." The easy husband believed his 
■wife, and the good couple went to bed; Varnish 
having the happiness to pass the night in his mis- 
tress's bed-chamber without molestation. The 
morning arose, but our lover was not well situated 
to observe her blushes; so that all we know of his 
sentiments on this occasion is^ that he heard Balance 
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n,lc for tlir kr>', an'l wy. " h« wmiM liimtrlf go 
uiMi th:« r.li^tt, :iml have it ripcn^ bcfcirr fhi: cap- 
f I n r>f thr «litp, for the grratrr safRt/ of ao Taluabic 

'I i.r /n/^U vt-rr hoUtrdnwny't and Mr. Balaficr^ 
rnirf )iiiif( liy hi« i hf:«t with ^rrat care ami diligence, 
fiifiitt'-'l nrifhini; that mij^ht givf: hi» |M%«»iger per- 
j<l' vify. fiur, to con^ufnniatr all, lie dclivcreil the 
r}i' ♦. with »tru;l change, in la^ lh*y wrrr. in dan- 
p/r of tiring taken, to throw ii o^rrbrjard, f/»f llirrft 
WT'' I' ttrrn in it, the iiiatirr of which might be of 
l^r'-at vrvirr to thr rnrmy." 

\. H. ft ii nr»t tho«i(;ht adviwrilil/r fo prorerd fiir- 
tlwr in thi« arrfmnf ; Mr. Vaniiih heing juit re- 
ftirn^'d iffrtu hi« ir^ivrU, and willing to conceal the 
#Nr:uion of hi» firtl applying hiniM;lf to tlic Ian- 
giug#«. 

St. Jamr%% Coffif'hnu%e, Frhruary so* 

llii* d.iy rnnir in n mail from IfolLmd, with ;i 
rr^ntirmatmn of onr l;itr iulvifr-h, lltiit j treaty of 
|ii-nrf* V. mild \*'Ty middrnly Ih* M:t on ftxH, and that 
yjir ht* wcrr ;ipfKiint«'rl hy ilir Si;»trii to convey \\\r. 
fMini>*lrrH t}( i'ViMirc from MfM-rdykc to (fcrlruyrU-n- 
iHirj^Ji, whirh i>t appfiintrd (or the pl;irr wlM-rriii 
tiiM imp'trtHnt nrgoiintion i* to 1m! tran<*a(-lrd. h U 
hii'l, tlii-i ;di;iir )mh l>rrn in a((itation t'Vr.r Miner tbr 
t I'mr of t)ir l;iHt rjimpiiif^n ; Mon*. Iv ttrr iim having 
l>'rn nppoiittrd to r'*crt\f* trr»m timr to time ihr 
#iVf rtiiint of thr tiv my. Dnrin^ the whole winter, 
tlif- niinititrm nf I'Vanrr hjvr nwrd ihrir ntmoiit nkill 
in ^irininK ^n( h anuwrrti an might annt.Hf: the Allir*, 
iti IiojH-H of a fa\oiir;ililr rvrnt, riihrr in the North, 
or nomr. other part of Knrope, whirh mi{;ht aflrrt 
htiiur pnrt of thr: Alliancr loo nearly to h-avc it in a 
r;i|Mi ity of adheiiii^^ firmly to thi; interejil of the 

wJiolc* In all this transactioni tlie I'rcucb king's 
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own name has been as little made use of as pos- 
sible : bqt the season of the year advancing too fast 
to admit of much longer delays in the present con- 
dition of France, Mons. Torcy, in the name of the 
king, sent a letter to Mons. Pettecum, wherein he 
says, " That the king is willing all the preliminary 
Sirticles shall rest as they are during the treaty for 
the J 7 th;' 

Sheer-lane, February 20. 

I have been earnestly solicited for a further term> 
for wearing the Far din gal by several of the fair Sex, 
but more especially by the following petitioners. 

** The humble petition of Deborah Hark^ Sarah 
Threadfaper, and Rachel Thimble, spinsters, 
and single women, commonly called waiting- 
maids, in behalf of themselves and their sister- 
hood^ 

Sheweth, 
That your \vorship has been pleased to order 
and command, that no person or persons shall pre- 
sume to wear quilted petticoats on forfeiture of the 
said petticoats, or penalty of wearing ruffs, after 
tlie seventeenth instant now expired. 

" That your petitioners have, time out of mind, 
been entitled to wear their ladies cloaths, or to sell 
the same. 

" That the sale of the said cloaths is spoiled by 
your worship's said prohibition. 

" Your petitioners therefore most humbly pray, 
that your worship will please to allow, that all gen- 
tlewomen's gentlewomen may be allowed to wear the 
said dress, or to repair the loss of such a perquisite 
in such manner as your worship shall think fit. 

And your petitioners, &c,'* 
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I do allow the allegations of this petition to b 
just ; and. forbid all persons, but the petitioners, c 
those who shall purchase them, to wear the sai 
garment after the date hereof. 
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Ter'^enfum tonat ore Deos, Erehumque^ Cba&sque^ 
Tergemindmque Hecaten — — — — 

VIRG. ^ji. IV. 510. 

lie thrice invokes th' iofernal powers pi;ofoiind 
Of Erebus ami Chaos ; thrice he calls 
On Htcaie's triple form ■■ 

R. Wynni. 



Sheer-lane, Felruary 22. 

Dick Reptile and I sat this evening later than th 
rest of the club : and as some men are better com 
pany when only w ith one friend, others when ther 
is a larger number, I found Dick to be of the foi 
n:ier kind. He was bewailing to me, in very ju; 
terms, the offences which he frequently met wdt 
in the abuse of speech : some use ten times nioi 
words than they need 5 some put in words quit 
foreign to their purpose; and others adorn their dij 
courses with oaths and blasphemies, by way c 
tropes and figures. What my good friend starte 
dw elt upon me after I came home this evening, an 
led me into an inquiry with myself. Whence shoul 
arise such strange excrescences in discourse ? where 
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as it must be obvious to all reasonable beings, that 
the sooner a man speaks his mind, the more com- 
plaisant he is to the man with whom he talks : but, 
upon mature deliberation, I am come to this reso- 
lution, that for one man who speaks to be under- 
stood, there are ten who talk only to be admired. 

The antient Greeks had little independent syl- 
lables called expletives, which they brought into 
their discourses both in verse and prose, for no other 
purpose but for tlie better grace and sound of their 
sentences and periods. I know no example but 
this, which can authorize the use of more words 
than are necessary. But whether it be. from tliis 
freedom taken by that wise nation, or however it 
arises, Dick Reptile hit upon a very just and com- 
mon cause of offence in the generality of people of 
all orders. We have one here in our lane, who 
speaks nothing without quoting an authority ; for it 
is always with him, so and so, " as the man said.** 
He asked me this morning, how I did, " as the 
man said ?'* and hoped I would come now and then 
to see him, " as the man said." I am acquainted 
with another, who never delivers liimself upon 
any subject, but he cries, " he only speaks his 

Eoor judgment j this is his humble opinion ; as for 
is part, if he might presume to otfer any thing (.11 
that subject." — But of all the persons who add ele- 
gances and superfluities to their discour&es, those 
who deserve the foremost rank are the swearers ; 
and the lump of these may, I think, be very aptly 
divided into the common distinction of Hlirh and 
ZjOW. Dulness and barrenness of ihonght is tlui 
original of it in botli theac sects, and tlu'y diifer only 
in constitution: The Low is generally a phlcgmafir, 
and the H'li^h a choleric coxcomb. 'Ih* man ot 
phlegm is sensible of the emptiness of hi.-> discourse, 
and will tell you, that, [* rfackins,'* such a liiiu 
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is true : or if you warm him a little, he may 
into passion, and cry, " Odsbodikius, you do 
say right." But the High affects a sublimity in ( 
iiess, and invokes " hell and damnation*' at 
breaking of a glass, or .the slowness of a drawer. 
I was the other day trudging along Pleet-streel 
foot, and an old army- friend came up with 
We were both going towards Westminster ; i 
ifinding the streets were so crowded that we cc 
not keep togetlier, we resolved to club for a co; 
This gentleman I knew to be the first of th(; oi 
of the choleric. I must confess, were there 
crime in it, nothing could be more diverting t 
the impertinence of the High juror : for wlici 
tliere is remedy or not against what offends h 
still he is to show he is offended; and he m 
sure, not omit to be magnificently passionate, 
falling on all things in his way. We were stop 
by a train of coaches at Temple-bar. '' What 
devil !" says my companion, " cannot you drive 

coachman ? D n you all, for a set of sons 

whores; you will .stop here to be paid by tlie ho 
There is not such a set of confounded dogs as 
coachmen, unhanged! But these rascally cits- 
'Ounds, why should not there be a tax to m 
these dogs widen their gates ? Oh ! but the i: 
hounds move at last." " Ay/* said I, '* I ki 
you would make them whip on, if once ihcy he 

you'* " No," says he, *' but would it not fn 

man to the devil, to pay for being, carried slo 
than he can walk ? Look'ye ! there is for ever a » 
;it this hole by St. Clement's church. Blood, 

dog 1 Hark'ye, sirrah ! Why, and be d — ^ 

to you, do not you drive over that fellow? Tii 

dcr, furirs, and damnation ! I will cut your c 

off, you fellow before tliere Come hither, 

dog you, and let me wring your neck round } 
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•houldera/* We had a repetition of the same elo- 
quence at the Cockpit^ and the turning into Palace- 
yard. 

This gave me a perfect image of the insignificancy 
pf the creatures who practise this enormity 5 and 
made me conchide, that it is ever want of sense 
makes a man guilty in this kind. It was excellently 
well said, " that tliis folly had no temptation to ex- 
cuse it, no man being born of a swearing consti- 
tution." In a word, a few rumbling words and 
consonants chipped together without any sense, wiJl 
make an accoiiiplished swearer. It is needless to 
dwell long upon this blustering impertinence, which 
is already banished oi^t of the society of well-bred 
men, and can be useful only to bullies and ill tragic 
writers, who would have sound and noise pass tor 
courage and sense. 

St* Jameses Coffce'house, February 2a. 

TJiere arrived a messenger last night from Har-"" 
wich, who left that place just as the duke of Marlr 
borough was going on board. The character of 
this important general going out by the command of 
his queen, and at the request of hijj countrv, puts 
rac in mind of that noble figure which Shakspeare 
gives Harry the Fifth upon his expedition against 
France, i'he poet wishes for abilities to represent 
so great an hero : 

Oh for a Mute of fire I 

Then iboald the warlike Harry, like himself, 

Asraine the port of Man, ;)nd at his heel , 

Leash'd in, like hounds, should famine, sword, and fire^ 

Crouch for enoploy meats. 

> 

A conqueror drawn like the god of battle, with 
such* a dreadful lea^th of hell-hounds at his com- 
yoL«iii. c c 
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niaiul, makes a picture of as much majesty and 
terror , as is to be met with in any poet. 

Shaks))eare understood the force of this particular 
allegory so well, that he had it in his thoughts iu 
anotiu-r passage, which is altogether as daring and 
8ublime us the former. What I mean is in ibe 
tragedy of Julius Caesar, where Antony, aflcr hav- 
ing foretold the bloodshed and destruction that 
should be brought upon the earth by the death of that 
great man, to fill up the horror of his descriptioo, 
adds the following verses : 

And Cassar'k spirit, ranging for revenge^ 
With Ate by his side, come hoc from HelT, 
Sliall ill there confiner, with a monarch's voic*. 
Cry havock { and let slip the dogi of war, 

. I do not question but these quotations will call to 
mind, in my readers of learning and taste, that ima- 
ginary person described by Virgil with the same 
Kpirit. lie mentions it upon the occasion of a peiice 
-which was restored to the Roman empire j and 
which we may now hope for from the departure of 
that great man, who has given occasion to these 
re liections. The temple of Janus, says he, sh.ill 
Le shut, and in the midst of it military Fur)' shall 
sit upon a pile of broken arms, loaded with an hun- 
dred chains, bellowing with madness, and grinding 
his teeth in blood. 

CLiudtntur helli port^^ Furor imfius Intws 
S.n'<i uJim iuptr arma^ &* centum vmctus abem'i 
l\»t tetgum ftouis, f remit innidus §recrueat: 

VIRO. JEm. I. ajg. 
JariMs lumself before his fane shall wait, 
Ac J keep the dreaUful issues of his gate, 
Willi holts aii(t it on hars. Within remains 
Imprisoned Fury hound inhrri<'A chains ( 
High on the trophy r.iis*d of useless arms, . 
He sits, and threats the world with vain alarmf. 
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Advertisements. 

The tickets which were delivered out for the 
benefit of Signor Nicolini Grimaldi on the twenty- 
fourth instant, will be taken on Thursday the second 
of March, his benefit being deferred until that day. 

N.B. In all operas for the future, where it 
thunders and lightens in proper time and in tunc, 
the matter of the said lightning is to be of the 
iinest rosin ; and for the sake of harmony, the same 
which is used to the best Cremona riddles. 

Note also, that the true perfumed lightning is 
cnly prepared and sold by Mr. Charles Lillie, at the 
corner of Beaufort- buildings. 

I'he lady who has chosen Mr. BickerstafF for 
her Valentine, and is at a loss what to present him 
with, is desired to make him, with her own hands, 
a warm night-cap. 



N** 138. SATURDAY, FEB. 25, 1109-10. 



Secretotque p'Oif bis dan/em Jura Catonem, 

VIRG. .^N. Vlir. 670. 

Apart from these, tlie happy souls he draivs. 
And Cuio's piuus gliost dis|)eusiDg laws. 

Drtdbn. 



Sheer-lane, Felruary 24. 

It is an argument of a clear and worthy spirit in a 
man to be able to disengage himself from the opi- 
uions of others, so far as not to let the deference 

c c 2 
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due to the sense of mankind ensnare him to set 
against the dictates of his own reason. But tlleg^ 
nerality of the world are so fyit from walking bj aof 
such inaxim^ that it is almost a standing rule to do 
as others do, or be ridiculoos, I have heard mj old 
friend Mr. Hart s^k it as an obaenration among 
the players, ** that tt is impossible to act with grace, 
except the actor has forgot that he is before an so* 
dience.** Until he is arrived at that, his motioo, 
his air, his every step and |;esture, has something in 
tliem which discovers he is under a restraint, for 
fear of being ill received ; or if he considers himsdf 
as in the presence of those who approve his be- 
haviourj vou see an affectation of that pleasure ran 
through nis whole carriage. It is as conunon in 
life, as upon the stage, to behold a man in the most 
indifferent action betray a sense he has of doing 
what he is about gracefully* Some have such an 
immoderate relish for applause, that they expect it 
for things^ which in themselves are so frivolous, 
tliat it is impossible, without this afiectation, to 
make them appear worthy either of blame or praise. 
There is Will Glare, so passionately intent upon 
being admired, that when vou see him in public 
places, every muscle of his face discovers his 
thoughts are fixed upon the consideration of what 
figure he makes. He will often fall into a musing 
posture, to attract observation ; and is then ob- 
truding himself upon the company, when he pre- 
tends to be withdrawn from it. Such little arts are 
the certain and infallible tokens of a superficial 
mind, as the avoiding observation is the sign of a 
great and sublime one. It is therefore extremely 
difficult for a man to judge even of his own actions, 
without forming to himself an idea of what he 
should act, were it in his power to execute all hi»^ 
desires without the observation of the rc»t of the 
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world. There is an allegorical fable in Plato, which 
Beems to admonish us, that we are very little ac- 
quainted with ourselves, while we know our actions 
are to pass the censures of others ; but, had wejthe 
power to accomplish all our wishes unobserved, we 
should then easily inform ourselves how far we are 
possessed of real and intrinsic virtue. The fable I 
was going to mention is that of Gyges, who is said 
to have had an enchanted ring, which had in it a mi- 
raculous quality, making him who wore it visible or 
invisible, as he turned it to or from his body. The use 
Gyges made of his occasional invisibility was, by the 
advantage of it, to violate a queen, and murder a 
king. Tully takes notice of this allegory, and says 
very handsomely, '' that a man of honour who had 
such a ring would act just in the same manner as he 
would without it/* It is indeed no small pitch of 
virtue, under the temptation of impunity, and the 
hopes of accomplishing all a man desires, not to 
transgress the rules of justice and virtue ; but this is 
rather not being an ill man, tlian being positively a 
good one ; and it seems wonderful, that so great a 
soul as that of Tully should not form to himself a 
thousand worthy actions, which a virtuous mind 
would be prompted to by the possession of such a 
secret. There are certainly some part of mankind 
who are guai'dian beings to the other. Sallust could 
say of Cato, " That he had rather be, than appear 
good 5" but, indeed, this eulogium rose no higher 
than, as I just now hinted, to an inoffensiveness, 
rather than an active virtue. Had it occurred to the 
noble orator to represent, in his language, the glo- 
rious pleasures of a man secretly employed in bene- 
ficence and generosity, it would certainly- have made 
a more charming page than any he has left behind 
him. How might a man, furnished with Gyges s 
»ccrct> employ it in bringing together distaol; 

cc 3 
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friends j laying snares for creating good- will in the 
room of groundless hatred ; in removing the pang? 
of an unjust jealousy, the shyness of an imperfect 
reconciliation, and the tremor of an awful love! 
Such a one could give confidence to bashful merit, 
and confusion to over-bearing impudence. 

Certain it is, that secret kindnesses done to man- 
kind are as beautifiil, as secret injuries are de- 
testable. To be invisibly good, is as godlike, as to 
be invisibly ill, diabolical. As degenerate as we 
are apt to say the age we live in is, tliere are still 
amongst us men of illustrious minds, who enjoy all 
the pleasures of good actions, except that of being 
commended for tliem. There happens, among other 
very worthy instances of a public spirit, one, which 
I am obliged to discov^*, because I know not other- 
wise how to obey the commands of the benefactor. 
A citizen of London has given directions to Mr. 
Rayner, the writing-master of St. Paul's-school, to 
educate at his charge ten boys, who shall be nomi- 
nated by me, in writing and accompts, until they 
shall be fit for any trade ; I desire, therefore, such 
as know any proper objects for receiving this bounty, 
to give notice thereof to Mr. Morphew, or Mr. 
Lillie J and they shall, if properly qualified, have 
instructions accordingly. 

Actions of this kind have in them something so 
transcendent, that it is an injury to applaud them, 
and a diminution of that merit which consists in 
shunning our approbation. We shall therefore leave 
them to enjoy that glorious obscurity 5 and silently 
admire their virtue, who can contemn the most de- 
licious of human pleasures, that of receiving due 
praise. Such celestial dispositions very justly sus- 
pend the discovery of their benefactions, until they 
«oaie where theiir actions cannot be misinterpreted 
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and receive their first congratulations in the company 
ef angels. 

Advertisement. 

AVhereas Mr. Bickerstaflf, by a letter bearing 
date this twenty- fourth of February, has received 
information, that there are in and about the Royal- 
Exchange a sort of people commonly kno\yu by the 
name of Whetters, who drink themselves into an 
intermediate state of being neither drunk nor sober 
before tlie hours of Exchange, o^: business 3 and ia 
that condition buy and sell stocks, discount notes, 
and do many other acts of well-disposed citizens ; 
tliis is to give notice, that from this day forward, no 
Whettef shall be able to give or indorse any note, or 
execute any other point of commerce, after the third 
half-pint, betbre the hour of one; and whoever shall 
transact any matter or matters with a Whetter, not 
being himself of that order, shall be conducted to 
Moorfields upon the first application of his next of 
kin. 

N. B. No tavern near the Exchange shall de- 
liver wine to such as drink at the bar standing, ex- 
cept the same shall be three parts of the best cyder ; 
and the master of the house shall produce a certifi- 
cate of the same from Mr. Tintoret, or some other 
credible wine^painter. 

Whereas the model of the intended Bedlam 
is now finished, and' the edifice itself will be very 
suddenly begun ; it is desired, that all such as have 
relations, whom they would recommend to our care, 
would bring in their proofs with all speed 5 none 
being to be admitted, of course, but lovers, who 
are put into an immediate regimen. Young po- 
liticians a^Q are received without fee^ or cf aa^* 
aatioft. 
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N.bif est (ptod eredert dt x« 
Nun foif it ^ cum laudaiur Dili ^qua p^ttttmu 

JUV. Sal. iv. 7^. 

Noihing BO mor«^roQs can be said or feign'd. 
But with belief aud joy is entertainM, 
\Vhf n to her face a giddy girl is prais'd, 
By lUjudg'd flaitery lu an aiigel rats'd. 

Sheer-lane, Telruary 27. 

When T reflect upon the many nights I have sat up 
for some months last past, in the greatest anxiety 
for the good of my neighbours and contemporaries, 
it is no small discouragement to me, to see how slow 
a progress I n)ake in the reformation of the world. 
But indeed I must do my female readers the justice 
to own, th:U their tender hearts are much more 
susceptible of good iuipressions, than the minds of 
tho other sex. Business and ambition take up men's 
thoughts too much to leave room for philosophy : 
but if you ppeak to women in a style and manner 
proper to approach them, they never fail to improve 
bv your counsels. I shall, therefore, for the future, 
turn my thoughts more particularly to their service j 
and study the best methods to adorn their persons, 
and inform tluir minds in the justest methods to 
m ike tlum wliat nature designed them, the most 
beauteous ol)jects of our eyes, and the most agreea- 
* ble companions of our lives. But^ when I say tliis. 
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I must not omit at the same time to look into their 
errors and mistakes, that being the readiest way to 
4he intended end of adorning and instructing them. 
It must be acknowledged, that tlie very inadver- 
tences of this sex are owing to the other j for if men 
were not flatterers, wOmen could not fall into that 
general cause of all their follies, and our misfortunes, 
their love of flattery. Were the commendation of 
these agreeable creatures built upon its proper foun- 
dation, the higher we raised tlieir opinion of them- 
selves, the greater would be the advantage to our 
sex 5 but all the topic of praise is drawn from very 
senseless and extravagant ideas we pretend we have 
of their beauty and perfection. Thus, when a young 
man falls in love with a youn^ woman, from that 
moment she is no more Mrs, Alice such-a-one, born 
of such a fatlier, and educated by such a mother ; 
but from the flrst minute that he casts his eye upon 
her with desire, he conceives a doubt in his mind, 
what heavenly power gave so unexpected a blow to 
an heart that was ever before untouched. But who 
can resist fate and destiny^ which are lodged in Mrs* 
Alices eyes ? after which he desires orders accord- 
ingly, whether he is to live or die j the smile or frown 
of his goddess is the only thing tibat can now either 
save or destroy him. By this means, the well-hu- 
moured girl, tnat would have romped with him be- 
fore she had received this declaration^ assumes a 
state suitable to the majesty he has given her/ and 
treats him as the vassal he calls himself. The girVs 
head is immediately turned by having the power of 
life and deatli, and takes care to suit every motion 
and air to her new sovereignty. After he has placed 
himself at this distance, he must never hope to re- 
cover his former familiarity, until she has had the 
addresses of another^ a^id fokmd them less sincere. 
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If the application to women were justly turned, 
the address of flattery, though it implied at the same 
time an admonition, would be much more likely to 
succeed. Should a captivated lover, in a billet, let 
his mistress know, that her piety to her parents, her 
gentleness of behaviour, her prudent oeconomy wth 
respect to her own little affairs in a virgin condition, 
had improved the passion which her beauty had in- 
spired him with, into so settled an esteem for her, 
that of all women breathing he wished her his wife; 
though his commending her for qualities she knew 
she had as a virgin, wovdd make her bdieve he ex- 
pected from her an answerable conduct in the cha- 
racter of a matron ; I will answer for it, his suit 
would be carried on with less perplexity. 

Instead of this, the generality of our young wo- 
men, taking all their notions of life 6rom gay writ- 
ings, or letters of love, consider themselves as god« 
desses, nymphs, and shepherdesses. 

By this romantic sense of tilings, all the natural 
relations and duties of life are forgotten ; and our fe- 
male part of mankind are bred and treated, as if they 
were designed to inhabit the happy fields of Arcadia, 
rather than be wives and mothers in Old England. 
It is, indeed, long since I had the happiness to con- 
verse familiarly with this sex, and therefore have 
been fearful of falling into the error which recluse 
men are very subject to, that of giving false repre- 
sentations of the world, from which they have retir- 
ed, by imaginary schemes drawn from their own 
reflections. An old man cannot easily gain admit- 
tance into the dressing-room of ladies 3 I therefore 
thought it time well-spent, to turn over Agrippa, 
and use all my Occult Art, to give my old Cornelian 
ring the same force with that of Gyges, which I 
liave lately spoken of. By the help of this I went 
unobserved to a friend's house of mine, and follow - 
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ed the chamler-maid invisibly about twelve of the 
clock into the bed-chamber of the beauteous Flavia, 
his fine daughter, just before she got up. 

I drew the curtains j and being wrapped up in the 
safety of niy old age, could with much pleasure, 
without passion, behold her sleeping with Waller's 
poems, and a letter fixed in that part of him where 
every woman thinks herself described. The light 
flashing upon her face, awakened her: she opened 
lier eyes, and her lips too, repeating that piece of 
false wit in that admired poet : 



" Such Helen was: and who can blame the boy. 
That in so bright a flame confum'd his Troy ?' 



\t» 



This she pronounced with a most bewitching 
sweetness j but after it fetched a sigh, that methqught 
had more desire than languishment: then took out 
her letter : and read aloud, for the pleasure, I sup- 
pose, of hearing soft words in praise of herself, the 
following epistle : 

'* Madam, 
" I sat near you at the opera last night j but 
knew no entertainment from the vain show and 
noise about me, while I waited wholly intent upon 
the motion of your bright eyes, in hopes of a glance, 
that might restore me to- the pleasures of sight and 
hearing in the midst of beauty and harmony. It, is 
said, the hell of the accursed in the next life arises 
from an incapacity to partake the joys of the blessed, 
though they were to be admitted to them. Such, I 
am sure, was my condition all that evening ; and if 
you, my Deity, cannot have so much mercy, as to 
make me by your influence capable of tasting the 
satisfactions of life, my being is ended, which con- 
sisted only in your favour. " 
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The letter was hardly read over, when she rush 
out of bed in her wrapping gown, and consulted I 
glass for the truth of his passion. She raised 1; 
head, and turned it to a profile, repeating the 1: 
lines, "My being is ended, which consisted oi 
in your favour.** The goddess immediately called 1: 
maid, and fell to dressing -that mischievous face 
hers, without any manner of consideration for t 
mortal who had offered up his petition. Nay, it ^ 
so far otherwise, tliat the whole time of her womai 
combing her hair was spent in discourse of the ii 
pertinence of his passion, and ended in declaring 
resolution, " if she ever had him, to make him wail 
She also frankly told the favourite gipsy that w 
prating to her, " that her passionate lover had p 
it out of her power to be civil to him, if she wc 
inclined to it 5 for,'* said she, *' if I am thus celesti 
to njy lover, he will certainly so far think himsc 
disappointed, as I grow into the familiarity and for 
of a mortal woman.** 

I came away as I went in, without staying f 
other remarks than what confirmed me in the op 
II ion, that it is from the notions the men inspi 
them with, that the women are so fantastical in tl 
value of themselves. This imaginary pre-eminen 
which is given to the fair sex, is not only form< 
from the addresses of people of condition; but it 
the fashion and humour of all orders to go regular 
out of their wits, as soon as they begin to make lov 
1 know at this time three goddesses in the New E: 
change; and there are two shepherdesses that s< 
glovtis in Westminster halL 
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fn40. THURSDAY, MARCH 2, 1709-10. 



Alhtm nr^it/ra nnlum 
fv c^ftttf & ares mliumt iatta ■ 

HOR. 1 Sat. Ti. 33. 

An hundred men^s affairs confound 

Mj temM, and besiege roe roond. F« amc is. 

Sheer- lane, March 2. 

Uav-ing the honour to be by my gieat grandmother 
I Welshman^ I have been among some choice spirits 
rf'that part of Great-Britain, where we solaced our- 
ieives in celebration of the day of St. David. I am, 
I confess, elevated above tliat state of mind which 
s proper for Lucubration : but I am the less con- 
xmed at this, because I have for this day or two last 
jast observed, that we novelists have been condemn* 
9d wholly to the pastry-cooks, the eyes of the nation 
I«ing turned upon greater matters. This, therefore, 
iiding a time when none but my immediate corre- 
spondents will read me, I shall speak to them chiefly 
il this present writing. It is tlie fate of us who pre- 
tend to joke, to be frequently understood to be only 
opon the droll when we are speaking the most se- 
rioiuly^ as appears by the following letter to Charles 
Lillie. 

'' Mr. Lillie, London, Feb, 28, i7C9-xo. 

'• It being professed by Esquire Bickerstafl, that 

bis intention is to expose the vices and follies cf the 

ige, and to promote virtue and good-will amongst 

VOL. III. D D 
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mankind J It must be a comfort for a person labour- 
ing under great straits and difficulties, to read aof 
thi[)g that has the appearance of succour. I should 
be glad to know, therefore, whether the intelligenoe 
given in his Tatlcr of Saturday last, of the intended 
charity of a certain citizen of London, to maintain tbe 
education of ten boys in writing and accompts until 
they be fit for trade, be given only to encourage aod 
recommend persons to the practice of such noble and 
charitable designs; or whether there be a person 
\^ ho really intends to do so. If the latter, I humbly 
beg Esquire Bickerstafl^'s pardon for making a doab^ 
and impute it to my ignorance ; and most humbly 
crave, that he would be pleased to give notice in his 
Tatler, when he thinks lit, whether his nomination 
of ten boys be disposed, or whether there be room 
for two boys to be recommended to him 5 and that 
he will pt^nnit the writer of this to present him with 
two boys, who, it is humbly presumed, will be 
judged to be very remarkable objects of such 
charity. Sir, 

'* Your most humble servant.'* 

I am to tell tliis gentleman in sober sadness, and 
^vithout jest, that there really is so good and chari- 
table a man as the l:)enefiictor inquired for in his 
letter, and that there arc but two boys yet named. 
The father of one of them was killed at Blenheim, 
the f.ither of the other at Ahiianza. I do not here 
giv(! the names of the children ; because I should 
take it to be an insolence in me to publish them, in 
a cluirity which 1 have only the direction of asaser- 
-vant to that worthy and generous spirit, who l^stows 
ujv)n tlum this bounty witliout laying the bondage 
of an obligation. What I have to do is to tell them, 
tliey are beholden only to their Maker, to kill in 
tlum, as they grow up, the false shaoze of poverty ; 
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and let them know, that their present fortune, which 
is come upon them by the loss of their poor fathers 
on so glorious occcasions, is much more honourable 
than the inheritance of the most ample ill-gotten 
wealth. 

The next letter which lies before me is from a man 
of sense, who strengthens liis own authority with 
that of Tully, in persuading me to what he very 
justly believes one cannot be averse. 

Mr. Bicker STAFF, London, Feb. 27, 1709. 
1 am so confident of your inclination to promoter 
«ny diing that is for the advancement of liberal arts, * 
-that I lay before you the following translation of a 
paragraph in Cicero's oration in defence of Archias 
the poet, as an incentive to the agreeable and instruc- 
tive reading of the writings of the Augustan age> 
Most vices and follies proceed from a man's incapa- 
-city of enteitaining himself, and we are generally 
ibols in company, because we dare not be wise alone, 
I hope, on some future occasions, you will find this 
no bSarrcn hint. Tully, after having said very hand- 
some things of his client, commends the arts of 
which he was master, as follows : 

* If so miich profit be not reaped in the study of 
letters, and if pleasure onJy be found; yet, in my 
opinion, this relaxation of the mind should be es- 
teemed most humane and ingenuous. Other things 
are not for all ages, places, and seasons. These stu- 
dies form youth,, delight old age, adorn prosperity, 
^nd soften, and even remove aldversity, entertain at 
Jiome, are no hindrance abroad ; do not leave us at 
night, and keep us company on the road, and in thp 
country.* I am, 

'* Your humble servant, 

Strephon..** 
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The following epistle seems to want the quickest 
dispatch, because a lady is every moment fsSaoM 
uiuil it is answered; which is best done by letdug 
the o^endtT see in her own letter how tender she ii 

of calling him so« 



<€ 



Sir, 
This comes fhxn a relation of yours, thongh un- 
known to you^ who, besides the tie of consan- 
guinity, has some value for you on the accoont cf 
your Lucubrations, those beinff designed to refine 
our conversation, as well as cultivate onr minds. I 
humbly beg tlie favour of you, in one of your Tit- 
iers, after what manner you please, to correct a par^ 
ticular friend of mine, for an indecorum he is guiliy 
of in discourse, of calling his acquaintance, when ht 
speaks to them. Madam : as for example, my ooonn 
Jenny Distaff, Madam Distaff $ which, I am sure 
you are sensible, is very unpolite, and it is what makes 
me often uneasy for him, though I cannot tell him 
of it myself, which makes me guilty of thn presomp- 
tion, that I depend upon your goodness to excuse; 
and I do assure you, the gentleman will mind your 
reprehension, for he is, as I am. Sir, 

'* Your most humble servant and cousin, 

** Dorothy Drumstick. 

'^ I write this in a thin under-petticoat, and never 
did or will wear a Fardingal" 

I had no sooner read the just complaint of Mn. 
Drumstick, but I received an urgent one from ano- 
tlicr of the fair sex, upon faults of more pemicioos 

conscciuence. 

*' Mr. BiCKERSTAPF, 

'* Observing that you are entered into a corre- 
f pondence with Pasquin, who is, I suppose, a Roman 
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Catholic^ I beg of you to forbear giving him any 
account of our religion or manners, until you have 
rooted out certain misdemeanours even in our church- 
es. Among others, that of bowing, saluting, taking 
snuff, and other gestures. Lady Autumn made me 
a very low courtesy the other day from the next pew, 
and, with the most courtly air imaginable, called 
herself miserable sinner. Her niece, soon after, say- 
ings Forgive us our trespasses , courtesied with a 
l^outiug look at my brother. He returned it, open* 
ing his snuff-box, and repeating yet a more solemn 
expression. 1 beg of you, coodMr. Censor, not to 
tell Pasquin any thing of this kind, and to believe 
tbb does not come from one of a morose temper, 
mean birth« rigid education, narrow fortune, or 
bigotry in opinion, or from one in whom time has 
worn out all taste of pleasure. I assure you, it is far 
otherwise, for 1 am possessed of all the contrary ad- 
vantages; and, I hope, wealtli, good humour, and 
good breeding, may be best employed in the service 
of religion and virtue ^ and desire yqu would, as soon 
as possible, remark upon the above-mentioned in- 
decorums, that we may not long transgress against 
the latter, to preserve our reputation in the former. 

Your humble servant, 

*' Lydia." 

The last letter I shall insert is what follows. This 
is written by a very inquisitive ladyj and, I think, 
such interrogative gentlewomen are to be answered 
no other way than by interrogation. Her biUet is this : 

" Dear Mr. Bickerstaff, 
'* Are you quite as good as you seen) to be ? 

*< Chloe." 
To which I can only answer; 

<' Dear Chloe, 
^'^UeyouquiteasignorantasyouseemtobtB I,B/* 
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N^Ul. SATURDAY, MARCH 4, 1709-10. 



Sheer-lane, March 3, 

While the attention of the town is drawn 
from reading us writers of news, we all save our- 
selves against it is at more leisure. As for my own 
part, I shall still let the labouring oar be managed 
by my correspondents^ and fill my papef with their 
sentiments^ rather than my own, until I find mj 
readers more disengaged than they are at present. 
When I came home this evening, I found sereral 
letters and petitions, which I shall insert with do 
other order^ than as I accidentally opened them^ ^ 
follows : 

'' Sir, March i, i709-io« 

^' Having a daughter about nine years of age, I 
would endeavour she might have education : I mean 
such as may be useful, as working well, and a good 
deportment. In order to it, I am persuaded to 
place her at some boarding-school, situate in a good 
air. My wife opposes it, and gives for her greatest 
reason, that she is too much a woman, and under- 
stands the formalities of visiting and a tea-table so 
very nicely, that none, though much older, can 
exceed her ; and with all these perfections, the girl 
can scarce thread a needle : but, however, after sc« 
veral arguments, we have agreed to be decided by 
your judgment ; and, knowing your abilities, shall 
manage our daughter exactly as you shall please to 
direQt. I am serious m my request, and hope you 
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will be so In your answer, which will lay a deep ob- 
ligation lupon. Sir, your humble servant, 

T. T. 

*' Sir, pray answer it in your Tatler, that it may 
be serviceable to the public.** 

I am as serious on this subject as my correspon- 
dent can be j and am of opinion, that the great hap- 
piness or misfortune of mankind depends upon the 
manner of educating and treating tjoat sex. I have 
lately said, I design to turn my thoughts more par- 
ticularly to them, and tlieir service : I beg there- 
fore a little time to give my opinion on so inxportani 
;a subject, and desire the young lady may fill tea 
one week longer, until I nave considered whether 
f he «hall be removed or not. 

Chancery- lane, Feb. ^j, i ^09^ 
'^ Mr. Bigkerstaff, 

*' Your notice in the advertisement in your Tatler 
of Saturday last about Whetters in and about thp 
Royal Exchange, is mightily taken notice of by gen- 
tlemen who use the cofFec-honses near the Chan-* 
ceiy-office in Chancery-lane. And there being a 
particular certain set of both young and old gentle^ 
men that belong to and near adjoining to the Chan- 
cery-office, both in Chancery-lane and Bell-yardy 
that are not only Whetters all the morning longy 
l>ut very musically given about twelve at night the 
•ame days, and mightily taken with the union of 
tlie dulcimer, violin, and song; at which recreatiott 
they rejoice together with perfect harmony, how-* 
ever their clients disagree : You are humbly desired 
by several gentlemen to give some regulation con- 
cerning them 5 in which you will contribute to thct 
repose of us, who are your very humble servants, 

^ h. T, N. F. T. W;^ 
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TU^st Whetten are a people I hare *coDiidefed 
with much pains ; and nnd them to differ from s 
sect I have nirherto spoken of, called Snujf'-takers, 
only in die expedition they take io dettroving tbdr 
brains : the Whettcr is obliged to reHnesh himself 
every moment urilh a liquor^ as the Snuff' taker 
with a powder. As for their harmoay in the eve&« 
ing, I liaving nothing to object ; provided they re* 
move to Wapping, or the Bridge-foot, where it is 
not to be supposed that their vociferations will an- 
noy the studious, the busy, or the contemplative. 
I oner had lodgings in GrsyVInn, where we had 
two hard students, who learned to play upon the 
liaiitboy ; and I had a couple of chamber-fellowi 
over my head not Irss diligent in the practice of 
back-sword and single-rapier.. 1 remember these 
gentkmen were assigned by the Benchers the two 
houses at the end ot the terrace-walk, at die only 
place tit for their meditations. Such students at 
will let none improve but themselves, ought indeed 
to have their proper distances from societies. 

The gentlemen of loud mirth above-mentioned I 
take to be in the quality of their crime, the same 
an FMves-droppers j for they who will be in your 
company whether you will or no, are to as great a. 
degree offenders, as they who hearken to what passes 
without being of your company at all. The antient 
punishment for the latter, when I first came to this 
towu, was the blanket, whidi, I humbly conceive, 
may be as justlv applied to him tliat bawls, as to him 
that listens. It is therefore provided for the future^ 
that, except in the long vaeation, no retainers to 
tiic law, with dulcimer, violin, or any other instru- 
ment, in any tavern, witliin a furlonx of an Ion of 
Court, shall sing any tune, or pretended tune what- 
socver» upon pain of the blanket, to be administered 
according to the discretion of all luch peaceable 
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people as shall be within the anncyjrance. And it is 
further directed^ that all clerks who shall od^end in 
this kind, shaU forfeit their indentures, and be 
tttfned over as assistants to the clerks of parishes 
within the bills of mortality, who are hereby cm- 
powered to demand them accordtogly^. 

I am not to omit the receipt of the following* 
letter, with a night-cap from my Valentine ; which 
night-cap, 1 find, was finiahed in the year 15S8;) 
and is too finely wrought to be of any modern 
stitching. Its antiquity will better appear by my 
Valentine^s own words : 

" Sir, 
*' Since you are pleased to accept of so mean a 
present as a night-cap from your Valentine, I have 
sent you one, which I do assure you has been very 
much esteemed of in our family 5 for my great grand- 
mother's daughter, who worked it, was maid of 
honour to queen Elizabeth, and had the misfortune 
to lose her life by pricking her Jingcr in the making 
of it, of which she bled to death, as her tomb now 
at Westminster will show. For which reason, nei- 
ther myself, nor any of the family, have loved work 
ever since ; otherwise you should have one, as you 
desired^ made by the hands of, Sir> 

, Your affectionate Valentin b.'* 

^' To the Right Worshipful Isaac Bick.erstafp, 
Esquire, Censor of Great-Britain, and Governor 
of the Hospital erected, or to be erected, in Moor* 
fields. 

f* The petition of the inhabitants of the parish of 
Gotham, in the county of Middlesex, 

" Humbly sheweth, 
*' That whereas it is the undoubted right of your 
^aid petitioners to repair on every Lord's day to a 
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chapel of ease in the said pariah, tliere to be 
structed in their dudes in the known or ¥i 
tongue { yet so it is, nuLj it please 3rour wgr 
that tJbe pceacher of the said chapel has of 
given himseif wholly up to matters of controw 
in no wise tending to- the edificatioa of your 
petitioneFs i and in handling, as be calls it, 
same, has used divers hard and crabbed wa 
such as, anx>ng many others, ortkodor and ka 
dox, which are in no sort understood by your 
petitioners; and it is with grief ot hearty thati 
petidoners beg leave to represent to you, t 
mentioning the aforesaid words or names, 
latter of which, as we have reason to believ< 
bis deadly enemy, he wiU hXi into ravings 
foamings, ill becoming the meekness of his oi 
and tending to give offence and scandal to all j 
people. 

'' Your petitioners ftirther say, that they 
ready to prove the aforesaid allegations ; and th 
fore humbly hope, that from a true sense of tj 
condition, you will please to receive the i 
preacher into the hospital, until he shall lecovt 
light use of his senses. 

And your petUioners^ 4 
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N^ 142. TUESDAY, MARCH 7, n09-ia 



Sheer-lane, March 6. 

All persoQf who employ themselves in pablic, arcr 
ftill interropted in the course of their affairs : and it 
seems, the admired Cavalier NicoUni himself is 
commaDded by the ladies, who at rnresent employ 
their time with great assiduity in tne care ot the 
jiation, to pat off his day until he shall receive their 
coannands, and notice that they are at leisure for 
idiver^ons. In the mean time it is not to be ex- 
pressed, how many cold chickens the fair-ones have 
eaten since this day sevennight for the good of their 
country. This great occasion has given birth to 
many discoveries of high moment for the conduct of 
life. There is a Toast of my acquaintance who 
told rae> ^' she had now found out, that it was day 
before nine in the morning j'* and I am very con- 
fident, if the affair hold many days longer, the 
antient hours of eating will be revived among us, 
many having by it been made acquainted with the 
luxury of hunger and thirst. 

There appears, methinks, something veiy vene- 
rable in all assemblies : and I must confess, } en^ 
vied all who had youth and health enough to make 
their appearance there, that they had the happiness 
of being a whole day in the best company in the 
world. During the adjournments of that awful 
court, a neighbour of mine was telling me, that it 
gave him a notion of the antient grandeur of the 
English hospitality, to see Westminster-hall a dining'- 
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room. There is a chearfulness in such r^asls, 
which is vexy delightful to tempers which are so 
happy as to be clear of spleen and vapour 3 for to the 
jovial, to see others pleased is the greatest of al 
pkxisures. 

But since age and infirmities forbid tny appear* 
ance at such public places^ the next happiness is to 
make the best use of privacy , and acquit myself of 
tlie demands of my correspondents. The foUowioff 
letter is what has given me no small inquietude* t, 
being an accusation of partiality, and disregard to 
merit, in the person of a Virtuoso \ who is the most 
eloquent of alf men upon small occasions^ dnd is the 
more to be admired for his prodigious fertility of 
invention, wiilch never appears but upon subjects 
which others would have thought barren. But« in 
consideration of his uncommon talents^ I am oon* 
tented to let him be the hero of my next two ds^, 
by inserting his friend's recommendation of him at 
large. 

'* Dear Cousin, Nando'St Feb, j8, 1709. 
*' I am just come out of the country, and upon 
perusing your late Lucubrations, I find Charles 
Lillie to be the darling of yotkr affections ; that you 
have given him a place, and taken no small pains 
to establish him in the world ; and at the same time 
have passed by his name-sake at this end of the 
town, as if he was a citizen defunct, and one of no 
use in a commonwealth. I must own, his circom- 
stances are so good, and so well known, that he 
does not stand in need of having his fame pubHshed 
to the world : but, being of an ambitious spirit, 
and an aspiring soul, he would be rather proud ot' 
the honour, than desirous of the prolit, which 
might result from your recommendation. He is a 
person of a particular genius^ the first that brought 
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toys in fashiop^ and bawbles to perfection. He is 
admirably well " versed in screws, springs, and 
hinges, and deeply read in knives, combs, or scis- 
sars, buttons, or buckles. He is a perfect nnster 
of words, which, uttered with a smooth voluble 
tongue, tiow into a most persuasive eloquence j in- 
somuch, that I have known a gentleman of dis- 
tinction find several ingenious faults with a toy of 
his, and show liis utmost dislike to it, as being ei* 
ther useless or ill-contrived -, but when the orator, 
..behind the counter, had harangued upon it for an 
hour and a h:ilf, displayed its hidden beauties, and 
revealed its secret perfections, he has wondered how 
iie had been able to spend so great a part of his life 
wit?liout so important an utensil. I will not pretend 
to furnish out an inventory of all the valuable com- 
modities Uiat are to be found at his shop. 

** 1 shall content myself with giving an account 
of what I think mbst curious. Imprimis, his poc- 
ket-books are very neat, and well contrived, not 
for keeping bank-bills, or goldsmitlis notes, I con- 
fess J but they are admirable for registering the 
lodgings of Madonas, and for preserving letters from 
ladies of quality. His whips and spurs are so nice, 
that they will make one that buys them ride a fox- 
hunting, though before he hated noise and early 
rising, and was afraid of breaking his neck. His 
seals are curiously fancied, and exquisitely well cut, 
and of great use to encourage young gentlemen to 
write a good hand. Ned Puzzle-post has been ill 
used by his writing-master, and writ a sort of a 
Chinese, or downright scrawlian : however, upon 
his buying a Jieal of ray friend, he is so much im- 
proved by continual writing, that it is believed in a 
short time one may be able to read his letters, and 
find out his meaning, without guessing. His pistols 
snd fusees are so very good, that they are ht to b^ 

VOL. ill. E Ji 
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laid up ^mong tlie finest china. The 
cases are incomparable : you shall 
much bigger than your finger^ with sev 
instruments in it^ all necessary every 
day, during the whole course of a ma 
if this Virtuoso excels in one thing tnc 
ther, it is in canes. He has spent his 
hours in the knowledge of them ; and 
that perfection, that he is able to hold 
canes longer than upon any one subject ii 
Indeed, his canes are so finely clouded, , 
made up, either with gold or amber he 
am of the opinion it is impossible for a 
to walk, talk, sit, or stand, as he should 
out one of them. He knows the value o 
by knowing the value of the buyer's est 
Timothy Shallow has two thousand po 
annum, and Tom Empty one. They both ; 
times bought a cane ot Charles 5 Sir Timet 
ten guineas, and Tom Empty's five. Upc 
paring them, they were perfectly alike, 
mothy, surprized there should be no diffei 
the canes, and so much in the price, o 
Charles : ' Damn it, Charles,' says he, * y< 
sold me a cane here for ten pieces, and t 
same to Tom Enpty for five.' * Ix)rd ! 
mothy,' says Ch irlcs, * I am concerned {} 
whom I took to understand canes better tl 
baronet in town, should be so overseen ! 
Sir Timothy, yours is a true Jambte, and 
EmptA''s only a plain Dragon* 

** This Virtuoso has a parcel of Jetmh 
growing in the East Indies, where he keep: 
on purpose to look after them, which wi 
finest that ever landed in Great-Britain, s 
be fit to cut about two years hence. Adj 
man may subscribe for as many as he pleasci 
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scriptions will be taken in at his shop at ten guineas 
each joint. They that subscribe for six shall have a 
Dragon gratis. This is all I have to say at present 
concerning Charles's curiosities ; and hope it may 
be sufficient to prevail with you to take him into 
your consideration, which if you comply with, you 
will oblige 

Your humble servant. 

" N. B. Whereas there came out, last Term, 
several gold snuff-boxes, and others : this is to give 
notice, tliat Charles will put out a new edition on 
Saturday next, which will be the only one in fashion 
until after Easter. The gentleman that gave fifty 
pounds for the box set with diamonds, may show it 
until Sunday night, provided he goes to church; 
but not after that time, there being one to be 
published on Monday, which will cost fourscort' 
guineas/' 
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Sheer^lane, March 8, 

I WAS this afternoon surprized with a visit from my 
sister Jenny, after an absence of some time. She 
bad, methought, in her manner and air, something 
that was a little below that of women of the first 
breeding and quality, but at the same time above the 
simplicity and familiarity of her usual deportment. 
As soon as she was seated, she began to talk to me 
of the odd place I lived in, and begged of me to rtr 

B K a 
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move out of the lane where I have been so long ac- 
quainted ; " for," said she, ** it does so sjx>il ont' 
horses, that 1 must beg your pardon if you sec me 
much seldom cr, when I am to make so great a jour- 
ney with a single pair, and make visits, and get 
home the same night.** I understooil her prrit] 
well, but would not ; therefore desired her ** t. 

Eay off her coach, for I had a great deal to talk t< 
er." She very pertly told me, " she carae in he 
own chariot.** " Why,** said I, " is your husbaot 
in town ? and has he set up an equipage ?** ** No, 
answered she, " but I liave received five hundr<;« 
pounds by his order ; and his letters, which cam 
at the same time, bad tn& want for nothing that wa 
necessary.'* 

I was heartily concerned at her folly, whose af 
fairs render her but just able to bear such an ex 
pence. However, I considered, that, according I 
the British custom of treating women, there is d 
other method to be used, in removing any of thei 
faults and errors, but conducting their minds fror 
one humour to another, with as much ceremony a 
we lead their persons from one place to another, 
therefore dissembled my concern j and in conipli 
ance with her, as a lady that was to use her feet n 
more, I begged of her, after a short visit, '* to U 
me persuade her not to stay out uniil it was late, fo 
fear of catching cold as she went into her coacl 
in tlie dampness of the evening." The malaper 
knew well enough I laughed at her ; but was nc 
ill pleased with the certainty of her power over he 
husband, who, she knew, would support her in an; 
humour he was able, r^ither than pass through ih 
torment of an expostulation to gainsay any ihinj 
^he had a mind to. 

As soon as my fine lady was gone, I writ th' 
foUowiug letter to mv brotl^er ; 
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" Dear Brother^ 
" I am at present under very much concern, at 
the splendid appearance I saw my sister make in aa 
equipage, which she has set up in your absence. I 
beg of you not to indulge her in this vanity*; and 
desire you to consider, the world is so whimsical, 
that though it will value you for being happy, it 
will hate you for appearing so. The possession of 
■wisdom and virtue, the only solid distinctions of 
life, is allowed much more easily than that of wealth 
and quality. Besides which, 1 must intreat you to 
weigh witn yourself, what it is that people aim at 
in setting themselves out to show in gay equipages 
and moderate fortunes ? You are not by this means 
> better man than your neighbour is ; but your 
horses are better than his are. And will you suffer 
care and inquietude, to have it said, as you pass by, 
* Those are very pretty punch nags ?* Nay, when 
you have arrived at tliis, there are a hundred worthless 
fellows who are still four horses happier than you 
are. Remember, dear brother, there is a certain 
modesty in the enjoyment of moderate wealth, 
which to transgress exposes men to the utmost de- 
rision 5 and as there is nothing but meanness of spi- 
rit cnn move a man to value himself upon what can 
be purchased witli money, so he that shows an am- 
bition that way, and cannot arrive at it, is more em- 
phatically guilty of that meanness. I give y(;U only 
my first thoughts on this occasion ; but shall, as I 
am a Censor, entertain you in my next with my 
^ntiments in general upon the subject of equipage;, 
and show, that though there are no sumptunry laws 
amongst us, reason and good sense are equally bind- 
ing, and will ever prevail in appointing opprobatioa 
or dislike in all matters of an indiftereot uature> 
when they are pursued with earnestness. 

1 am. Sir, &c/2 
« s 3 
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Advertisements. 

To all Gentlemen, Ladies^ and others 

light in soft lines. 

These are to give notice, that, tl>e p 
of the year for writing Pastorals now dra^ 
there is a stage-coach setded from the ( 
the Strand to Dorchester, which sets oi 
"week, and passes through Basingstoke 
Stockbridge, Salisbury, Blandford, and s. 
Chester, over the finest downs in Englan 
which places, there are accommodations < 
ing beeches, beds of flowers, turf seats, a 
streams, for happy swains ; and thunderst 
and left-handed ravens, to foretel misf< 
those that please to be wretched, with all 
cessaries for pensive passion. 

And for the conveniency of such wh 
■will not permit them to leave this town, a 
place they may be furnished, during tl: 
jw'ith opening buds, flowering thyme, 
birds, sporting lambkins, and fountain-wj 
and good, and bottled on the spot by one i 
on purpose. 

N. B. The nymphs and swnins an 
given to understand, that, in those hapf 
they are so far from being troubled wit) 
that, for want of even foxes, a consider 
of hounds have been lately forced to eat sh 

Whereas, on the sixth instant at 
leveral persons of light honour and loc 
having taken upon them in the shape of 
with the voice of the players belongin 
Powell's company, to call up surgeons at 
and send physicians to persons in sound i 
perfect health : This is to certify^ tliat lii 
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id locked lip the legs of his company for fear of 
lischief that night j and that Mr. Powell will not 
for any damages done by the said persons. It is 
!so further advised, that there were no midwives 
jjMranted when those ptf'rsons called them up in the 
■*cveral parts of Westminster j but that those gen- 
i43e women who were in the company of the said im- 
^>ostors, may take care to call such useful persons 
x>n the 6th of December next. 

The Censor having observed, tliat there are 
iine-wrought ladies shoes and slippers put out to 
■ .view at a great shoemaker*s shop towards Saint 
' James's end of Pall-mall, which create irregular 
J t^>oughts and desires in the youth of this nation > 
» the said shop-keeper is required to take in thos^' 
' eye-sores, or show cause the next court-day why 
he continues to expose the same ; and he is re- 

Suired to be prepared particularly to answer to the 
ippers with green lace and blue heels,'' 

It is impossible for me to return the obliging 
things Mr. Joshua Barnes has said to me, upon the 
account of our mutual friend Homer. He and I 
have read him now forty years with some under-* 
f tanding, and great admiration. A work to be pro- 
duced by one who has enjoyed so great an intimacy 
with an author, is certainly to be valued more thai^ 
gny comment made by persons of yesterday. There- 
fore, according to my friend Joshua's request, I re^ 
commend his work ; and, having used a little 
magic in the case, I give this recommendation by 
way of '" Amulet or charm against the malignity 
of envious backbiters, who speak evil of perform- 
ances whereof themselves were never capable." If 
I may use my friend Joshua's own words, I shall a^ 
present say no more, but that we. Homer's oldest 
acquaintance now living, know best bis ways ; and 
«an inforoQi tk% wgrld^, tbd<^ they ^^ q&ccl vais^^^^ 
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when they think he is in lethargic fits, which we 
know he was never suhject toj arid bliall make 
appear to be rank scandal and envy, tliat of the 
Latin poet, 

— — jUiquimdo hmtt dormitai Htmeru*, 

HOR. Ab I. to«T. ver. 359. 

*-— Good old Homer lometimei nods. 
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Sheer-lane, March to. 

In a nation of liberty, there is hardly a person in 
the whole mass of the people rnorc absolutely ne- 
cessary than a Censor. It is allowed, that I have 
no authority for assuming this important appellation, 
and that I am Censor of these nations just as one is 
chosen king at the game of " Questions and Com- 
mands :** but if, in the execution of this fantasti- 
cal dignity, I observe upon things which do not tall 
within the cognizance of real authority, I hope it 
vill be granted, that an idle man could not be more 
usefully employed. Among all the irregularities of 
which I have taken notice, I know none so proper 
to be presented to the world by a Censor, as that of 
the general expence and affectation in Equipage. I 
have lately hinted, that this extravagance must ne- 
cessarily get footing where we have no sumptuary 
laws, and where every man may be dressed, at- 
tended^ and carried^ in ^hat maimer be pleases. 
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But my ten(^erness to my fellow-subjects will not 
permit me to let this enormity go unobserved. 

As the matter now stands, every man takes it in 
his head, that he has a liberty to spend bis money as 
lie pleases. Thus, in spite of all order, justice, 
nnd decorum, we, the greater number of the 
queen's loyal subjects, for no reason in the world 
but because we want money, do not share alike in 
the division of her maj^ty's high road. The horscA 
and slaves of the rich take up the whole street j 
-while we Peripatetics are very glad to watch an op- 
portunity to whisk cross a passage, Ytry thankful 
that we are not run over for interrupting the ma- 
chine, that carries in it a person neither more hand- 
some, wise, or valiant, than the meanest of us. 
For this reason, were I to propose a tax, it should 
certainly be upon coaches and chairs : for no man 
living can as&ign a reason, why one man should 
have half a street to carry him at his ease, and per- 
l}aps only in pursuit of pleasures, when as good a 
man as himself wants room for his own person to 
pass upon the most necessary and urgent occasion. 
Until such an acknowledgement is made to the 
public, I shall take upon me to vest certain rights 
in the scavengers of the cities of London and West- 
minster, to take the horses and servants of all such 
as do not became or deserve such distinctions, into 
their peculiar custody. The otfcnders themselves I 
ghall allow safe conduct to their places of abode in 
the carts of the said scavengers, but their horses 
§hall be mounted by their footmen, and sent into 
the service abroad : and I take this opportunity, in 
the first place, to recruit the regiment, of my good 
old friend the brave and honest Sylvius, that they 
may be as well taught as tliey are fed. It is to me 
most miraculous, so unveasonable an usurpation, as 
t^is I am speaking of, should so long have been ^o« 
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Icratcd. \Vc hang a pcwr fellow for taking any 
trifle from us on the road, and bear with tlie ricn 
iur rohbing us of the road itself. Such a tax as this 
would be of great satisfaction to us who walk on 
f<K)t ; and since the distinction of riding in a conch 
18 not to be appointed according to a man's merit or 
»rr\ ice to his country, nor that liberty given as a re- 
ward for some eminent virtue, we should be highly 
contented to see them pay something for the insult 
tl)cy do us, in tlie state they take upon them while 
ihcy arc drau'n ty us. 

Until the? have made us some reparation of this 
kind, we the Peritxitetics of Great-Britain cannot 
tliink ourselves well treated, while every one that is 
able, 18 allowed to set up an Equipage. 

As for my part, I cannot but admire how persons, 
conscious to themselves of no manner of superiority 
above others, can out of mere pride or laziness ex- 
jx)se themjsclvcs at this rate to public view, and put 
us all upon pronouncing those three terrible syl- 
lables, ** Who is that ?" When it comes to that 
question, our method is, to consider the mien and 
air of the passenger^ and comfort ourselves for being 
ilirty to the ancles, by laughing at his figure and 
appearance who overl(X)ks us. I must confess, were 
it not for the solid injustice of the thing, there is 
nothing could aftbrd a discerning eye gn^ater oc- 
casion for mirth, than this licentious huddle of qua- 
lities and characters in the equipages about this 
town. The overseers of the highways and con- 
stables have so little skill or jwwer to rectify this 
nintter, that you may often see the equipage of a 
fi How, whom all the town knows to deserve hang- 
ing, u)ake a stop that shall interrupt the lord high 
cii.iiieiHnr and all the judges in their way to West- 
minster. 
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For the better understanding of tilings and i>ersong 
in this general confusion, I . ive given directions to 
all the coach-makers and coach -pa inters in town, to 
bring me in lists of tlieir several customers j and. 
doubt not, but with comparing the orders of each 
man, in the placing his arms on the door of his 
chariot, as well as the words, devices, and cyphers^ 
to be lixcd upon them, to make a collection which 
shall let us into the nature, if not the historv, of 
mankind, more usefully than the curiosities or any 
medalist in Europe. 

But this evil of vanity in our figure, with many 
others, proceeds from a certain gaiety of heart, 
which has crept into men's very thoughts and com- 
plexions. The passions and adventures of heroes^ 
when they enter tlie list for tlie tournament in ro- 
mances, are not more easily distinguishable by their 
palfreys and their armour, than the secret springs 
and affections of the several pretenders to show 
amongst us are known by their equipages in ordi- 
nary life. The young bridegroom with his gilded 
Cupids and winged Angels, has some excuse in tlie 
joy of his heart to launch out into somctliing tlidt 
may be significant of his present happiness. But to 
see men, for «o reason upon earth but that they are 
rich, ascend triumphant chariots, and ride through 
the people, has at the bottom nothing else in it but 
an insolent transport, arising only from the dis- 
tinction of fortune. 

It is therefore high time that I call in such coaches 
as are in their embellishments improper for the cha- 
racter of their owners. But if I find I am not 
obeyed herein, and that I cannot pull down those 
equipages already erected, I shall take upon me to 
prevent the growth of this evil for the future, by 
inquiring into the pretensions of the persons, who 
shall hereafter attempt tamake public entries with 
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omnmcnCs and diTomtums of their own appoint- 
menr. It' a man» u'l:«i bcliitvfil he had the hand- 
iinnieKt leg in tlii^ kingdom, bhould t;ike a fancy to 
adorn so dcM-rving a iimb with a blue garter, he 
would justly be puni»hcd for otf'cnding against the 
Most Noble Order: and, 1 think, thc^ general pro- 
jtituiion of cc|uipnge and retinue is as destructive io 
•II distinction, ;is ihr impertinence of one man, if 
pern lit ted, would ccitaiuly be to that illustrious 
vaicrnity. 

AnVERTISKMEyT* 

*4^* The Censor h:i\ing lately receire<l intrlli- 
|;rnce, that the ant lent simplicity in the dress and 
maimers of that part of this island called Scotland 
begins to decay ; and that tlitre are at this time, in 
the good town of Kdiuburgli, Braux, Fops, and 
Coxcombs : his late correspondent from (hat p1ai:(s 
is desire d to send up tlxtr names and characttrs 
with all exi^cdiiion, that they may be proceeded 
against accordingly, and proper otiifrrs named to 
take in their canes, snuti'-boxc s, and all other use* 
less ueccssuries cummuniy worn by such oA'cndcrs. 
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